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St. John’s Lutheran Church

N A M E

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community of people united to God and to each other
by faith in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the love of God
and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Love of witness, proclamation, nurture,
service, and outreach at home and abroad will occur through faithful use of the
scriptures, the sacraments, and prayer. We are motivated by our gratitude to God for
his abundant gifts of forgiveness, life , and salvation.

SPREADING THE JOY

SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:

In case anyone is wondering, the future of our church is in GREAT hands! For the second year in a row, our confirmation students make over 300 cookies – and it wasn’t intended for them!
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On Thursday morning, Oct. 26, our students delivered cookies to over 40 Bloomer Middle School staff in hopes of helping them feel valued and appreciated. As I was walking
through the middle school taking pictures with our students, the positive energy created
by this simple act of kindness was obvious. Teachers and staff alike went out of their
way to thank us for our generosity.
From my own personal experience, anyone who works well with middle schoolers have
something a bit (oh, how shall I put it?) unique and special. They tend to have that “it”
quality that is difficult to define. So when we can help boost that “it” quality that comes
from within, we have accomplished God’s will.
It was truly a gift to be a part of the giving!
Pastor Martin
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Office number: 715-568-5446
Like us on Facebook! St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI
St. John’s Website: www.Stjohns-bloomer.org
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Church News
Come join us for quilting
on Tuesday, November
21 from 1-4 p.m. There is
fellowship, food, and fun!
Quilting
Wednesday Night Meals
November 1
Hot beefs, buns, and salad
November 11
Broccoli cheese hot dish and salad
November 15
Hamburger gravy and mashed potatoes
November 29
Pizza

Congratulations to Steven & Lydia Blaha on the
baptism of their son Chase!
In the month of October and November
the Social Ministry Committee will be
conducting a survey via email and hard
copy seeking congregational input in
choosi ng whi ch l ocal and/ or
In t e r n a t i on a l o r gan i z at i o ns t o
financially support
through
congregational donations

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship
The location and time will be
announced at a later date. Please watch
your bulletin and Facebook for
announcements.
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A word from The Altar Guild
Thanks to the many people who helped with our sacristy remodeling project it is almost complete. The persons
who need to be recognized are: Bert and Kathy Tozer for their generous monetary gift, Jim and Nadine Bresina
for their carpentry and painting skills (removing the old counter-top, installing the new one, along with a new
sink and doing touch-up painting), Mark and Jill Bergh for donating lights from B&B Electric (we can now see
to work in the room), Buck Paulsen for his plumbing skills and discounted labor & supplies, Jeff Cole for designing and building a holder to store our banners inside the closet instead of in front of the window, Dick &
Jean Marquardt and Nic Zakrzewicz for their time and labor helping me clean out the room (literally scrubbing
the walls and cabinetry, painting the sacristy and putting everything back together again), and to the Property
Committee who took care of the installation of the new tile flooring. Thanks to all of their efforts we no longer
have a room which is an eyesore, but something we can be proud of, and, best of all, it is functional!!!
I would like to recognize Lori Ruff for all of her years of dedication serving on St. John's Altar Guild Committee. Lori and Brad sold their home in Bloomer and moved to a lovely new home in Altoona. Lori set up for
communion every Wednesday for many years, and as Tom Buchner and I can attest, she has been Missed, with
a capital “M”.
The Altar Guild is looking for more volunteers to serve. It is a “behind the scene” job which contributes to the
smooth functioning of our church. We set up for communion and clean up , change church banners when
needed, and set up for baptisms. We also have the fun job of decorating the church for Christmas and Easter. It
is a great way to serve your church. If this is a job that interests you (It might be a great family project.), please
contact Sue Nehring at suenehring@bloomer.net or 715-933-0181.
Thanks again to all who helped with the remodeling project.
Sue Nehring, Altar Guild Chairperson

Discipleship Committee
October 15 through November 4, 2017 we will be gathering for our small group gatherings. We will
message information on growing our church family.
November 5 through 11, 2017 is Commitment week. Faith commitment cards will be submitted during
worship on November 5th and November 8, 2017. During this week, members who have not responded or attended a small group discussion will be contacted.
Building to Share – Together to Serve. We look forward to working with each of you, so we may continue
to grow and strengthen our church family.
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Faith Family Ministry at St. John’s Lutheran Church presents:

The Gospel of Mark:
As Told By Storyteller Phil Ruge-Jones

Wednesday, November 15th, 6:30PM
St. John’s Lutheran Church Sanctuary
1804 Highland Ave. Eau Claire
“Phil is a storyteller, comic, and pastor who provides a well-rounded experience that touches the heart, mind, and spirit.”
“It is like hearing the gospel for the first time!”
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Church Council Meeting
Special Meeting of Church Council
October 3, 2017
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Church Council Meeting
October 10, 2017
Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 6:32 PM by President Tyler Halverson.
Opening Devotion: by Pauline Stertz – “Called by God to Serve” Chapter 7.
Amend and Approval of the Agenda: A motion was made by Lynette Pank, seconded by Pauline Stertz, to
amend the agenda to add “Annual Meeting Prep” to New Business. Motion carried to approve the amended
agenda.
Amend and Approval of September meeting minutes: A motion was made by Barb Ross, seconded by
Ellyn Hudacek, to amend the September minutes to read: “Effective immediately, a supply pastor providing
Sunday service and Wednesday service will receive $175; serving one service alone and one jointly with Pastor will receive $150; serving one service will receive $125. Supply pastor will receive compensation for travel
expenses (round trip)” to the motion made under New Business. Motion carried to approve the amended
minutes.
Council Comments: Issues are arising with the computer being used by money counters.
Congregational Comments: Some members have had trouble locating signup sheets for small group sessions. Sheets are attached to glass doors in narthex, directly behind the pews.
Financial Report: A motion was made by Ellyn Hudacek, seconded by Janice Naset, to approve the financial
report. Motion carried.
Committee Reports:
Discipleship Ministry:
 Signup for Fall Small Group campaign has begun and will run through Oct 11. Sign up at the
church, via Facebook, on our website at www.stjohns-bloomer.org or by calling the church office.
Groups will meet Oct 15-Nov 4, with Commitment Sunday on Nov 5 and Wed Nov 8. All are encouraged to participate in this exciting endeavor!
Fellowship Ministry:
 Bingo is scheduled for Sunday, October 15 at 1:00.
Property Committee:
 Benedict’s Appliance was consulted about the overhead fan in the kitchen.
 Looking to update from fluorescent to more efficient lighting.
 Getting an estimate to install locks on classroom doors that have none.
th
 Saturday, October 28 will be Fall Clean-up Day, starting at 9:00 a.m.
 Social Ministry:
 A survey asking the congregation what they would like to support will be taken mid-late October.
Paper copies will be distributed in church as well as an online survey.
 $289.00 was donated to the Bloomer Food Pantry from collections from our congregation.
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Church Council Meeting
October 10, 2017
Worship/Music Ministry:
 Picked hymns through January.
 Discussed adding percussion.
 Recognized Office Manager Tracey McCann at October 4 service.
 November 5 is All Saints Sunday, as well as Commitment Sunday. Will use chimes.
 There will be no worship service Wednesday, November 22 due to Thanksgiving.
th.
 Advent begins December 6
th.
 Children’s Christmas Pageant will be held Wednesday, December 20
th
 December 24 falls on a Sunday. There will be 9:00 service as usual, with Christmas Eve services held at 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Christmas Day service on the 25th at 9:00 a.m. There will be
no Wednesday worship service on December 27th.
 The Rite of Confirmation will be held on January 7, 2018.
 Will be using “Crafting Language for Worship” book.
 A verbal survey was taken at Wednesday worship to see what type of music is preferred. Overwhelmingly, people responded they would attend no matter what type is used.
 It was suggested to do Children’s Sermon on Wednesday evenings.
 Worked on budget.
 Next meeting will be held January 14, 2018.
Youth/Family Ministry:
 We now have a Raffle License and are planning to do a Raffle Fundraiser. Many donations have
been collected for prizes. Youth will begin selling tickets soon and drawing will take place on Reformation Sunday, October 29.
 A tentative itinerary was presented for the Mission Trip to the National Youth Gathering in Houston next summer. Discussed financial plan for those participating from outside of St John’s.
 Working on budget for next year.
 Reviewed Financial Policy.
 Recent Pseudo Lock In was well attended by 27 youth. A full Lock In is planned for January and
will be staffed by Luther Park counselors.
 It was decided we need two adult chaperones at all activities.
 Rally Day attendance was down. Suggested holding it a week later next year.
 Working with Bloomer Fire Department regarding fire drills and evacuation plans.
 Next meeting will be held October 16 at 5:30.
Dream Team: None.
Preschool:
 Smaller enrollment.
 Bowl-a-thon Fundraiser is coming up on October 18, with Pastor Martin bowling with 15 preschoolers. Donations can be left at display in narthex or church office.
Council President’s Report:
 Working with Youth Committee on Raffle/Donations.
 **November meeting is moved to November 7 at 6:30**. We will be discussing the budget.
 Reminder to submit items to be included on the next agenda by noon Tuesday of the week prior to
council meeting.
Pastor’s Report:
 Met with Bloomer High School Principal Chad Steinmetz about our status as emergency location for
high school.
 Conducted interviews for custodial position at Parkview Apartments. Offered position to Bob
Peterson.
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Church Council Meeting








Met with Executive Committee to place interim staff for Office Manager Position. Pat Prill, Sindy and
Steve Zakrzewicz agreed to fill in during interim.
Created and posted ads for Financial Secretary and Office Manager positions.
Conducted wedding ceremony for Brian and Jill Meyer.
Attended Orange Tour youth extravaganza with Marla and Melinda.
Attended Healthy Leaders Serving Healthy Communities as coach at Luther Park.
Offered Commendation of dying service for Jane Seidler.
Membership Update: Chase Blaha by baptism. Transfer out by Mike and Amber Kramschuster. Motion made by Tom Buchner, seconded by Barb Ross, to approve membership update. Motion carried.

Old Business:
 Discussed Nominating Committee.
 Discussed Office Manager position.
 A motion was made by Tom Buchner, seconded by Lynette Pank, to rehire Tracey McCann as Office
Manager with continuity, crediting her prior experience. Motion carried.
 A motion was made by Tom Buchner, seconded by Janice Naset, to abide by the hiring timeline for
Financial Secretary as decided at Special Meeting October 3, 2017. Motion carried, with Tyler
Halverson abstaining.
 A motion was made by Lynette Pank, seconded by Phil Skaar, to amend Special Meeting minutes from
10-3-2017 as follows: Financial Secretary position Office Manager position will be posted concurrent
with Financial Secretary posting, in “Bloomer Advance” and Synod websites. Applications will be received until October 31, 2017 Candidates will meet with Interview committee between November 610, 2017. Positions will be filled by early December. with hiring process to follow. Motion carried.
 Board approved Interview Committee to be comprised of: Pastor Martin, Barb Ross, Janice Naset and
Ellyn Hudacek, by unanimous consent.
 Board approved Budget Committee to include: Lynette Pank, Phil Skaar, and Janice Naset,.by unanimous consent.
 A motion was made by Lynette Pank, seconded by Janice Naset, to renew Pastor Martin’s benefits
through Portico Gold Plus Plan. Motion carried.
 A motion was made by Phil Skaar, seconded by Tom Buchner, to not reject Terrorism Insurance. Motion carried.
th
 500 Anniversary of Reformation Celebration will be Sunday, October 29, 2017 beginning with a special worship service at 9:00 a.m. including special music. Service will be followed by fellowship including a raffle and cake walk and an authentic German meal. At 4:00 that afternoon, there will be an
Ecumenical Worship Service at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Eau Claire, open to all,
with a meal following at St John’s Lutheran – Eau Claire.
 Armed Intruder Training was provided by Officer Beyer on two dates in September. Training will be
repeated in January for those who weren’t able to attend. Note that in case we need to evacuate the
church, our Safe Place is on the north side of AJ Manufacturing building.
 Discussed Security System, with possibility of posting signage listing office hours.
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Church Council Meeting
New Business:
 Discussed ways to improve attendance at Annual Meeting. Council will email ideas.
 A motion was made by Lynette Pank, seconded by Janice Naset to schedule the Annual Meeting for
Sunday, January 21, 2018 with a make-up date of Sunday, January 28, 2018.
A motion to adjourn was made at 9:35 PM by Lisa Prill, with a second by Tom Buchner. The motion carried.
The meeting closed with the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ led by Pastor Martin.
Lisa Prill, Secretary
Present: Pastor Martin, Philip Skaar, Lynette Pank, Tyler Halverson, Tom Buchner, Janice Naset, Ellyn Hudacek, Barb Ross, Pauline Stertz, Lisa Prill. Absent: Nic Zakrzewicz, Rod Johnson.

