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SL. John's Lutheran Church

¢ SL. John’s Lutheran Church is a community of people united to God and to each
other by faith in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the

5272 Jove of God and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Love of witness,
\ ﬁag proclamation, nurlure, service, and outreach at home abroad will occur through

=71 =@ faithiul use of the scriptures, the sacraments, and prayer. We are molivated by
- ‘g our gratitude to God for his abundant giits of forgiveness, liie , and salvation.

St. John’s Lutheran Youth Host Hunger Awareness Event

Hunger knows no season. 2013 statistic: 1 in 8 people go hungry in the world every
day. That is 868 million people. In an effort to create awareness, confirmation youth
hosted and served a Hunger Awareness meal event on Wednesday, March 5. St. John’s
members were invited to make reservations for the meal by purchasing a ticket in ad-
vance. Three menus were served. The first class meal consisted of chicken Kiev, wild
rice, dinner salad, rolls, vegetable medley, dessert and beverage. The middle class meal
consisted of spaghetti with meatballs, dinner salad, bread sticks, dessert and beverage.
The third meal consisted of red beans, rice and water. All ticket holders were assigned
a meal upon arrival with 75 percent receiving the third meal, 20 percent receiving the
middle class meal, and 5 percent receiving the first class entrée. All children and con-
firmation youth along with their families received the third meal as well. A rich
woman, poor woman dialogue and video presentation provided additional emphasis on
the alarming number of people who go to bed hungry. In the last few years, there has
been a reduction in the number of people who go hungry each day in over 50 countries
around the world including the United States. Hunger will end when the human family
changes the way it understands hunger, and defines it as both unacceptable and solv-
able. A gift of $423.00 has been given to ELCA World Hunger to aid in addressing the
root causes of hunger. Thank you to Shadick’s Price Rite for donating all of the food
for the awareness meal. Thank you to all who gave monetary donations, purchased
meal tickets, cooked the meals, and gave support to the confirmation youth and fami-
lies to raise awareness and become a part of the solution.

Like us on Facebook! St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI

St. John’s Website: www.Stjohns-bloomer.org



http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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2014 Easter Message from Bishop Hoyme

Dear Friends,

Last month I got to meet one of my heroes. His name is Tony Campolo, and he has been one of the great
influences in both my personal faith and my professional life. [ have sat in a stadium filled with 40,000
Lutheran kids and watched this man transform kids, one life at a time, through the power of his Christian
message. Last month, I got to sit in one of our congregations and experience him—and the power of his
message— again.

According to Tony, his most popular message is what he calls, “It’s Friday... but Sunday’s coming!”

He tells about the old black preacher who stands up in front of his church on Good Friday and says quietly,
almost at a whisper, “It’s Friday... but Sunday’s coming.”

And then he says it again, just a little louder, and the preacher keeps going.

He picks up the volume still more and shouts, “It was Friday. The cynics were looking at the world and saying,
‘As things have been so shall they be. You can’t change anything in this world; you can’t change anything.’
But those cynics didn’t know that it was only Friday. Sunday’s coming!” It was Friday and Pilate thought he
had washed his hands of a lot of trouble. The Pharisees were strutting around, laughing and poking each other
in the ribs. They thought they were back in charge of things. But they didn’t know it was only Friday! Sun-
day’s coming!

The old preacher keeps working that phrase for an hour, until at the end he is screaming, “IT’S FRIDAY! BUT
SUNDAY’S COMIN!” And then, one the last time he yells, “IT’S FRIDAY.” the whole congregation
screams with one voice, “BUT SUNDAY’S COMIN!”

We all know the feeling of our Fridays. Life seems not to work. Our dreams have died. Hope seems distant.
It’s Friday.

But Sunday’s coming! Easter is about far more than what happens to us after we die! Easter is the promise that
new life is always available. Redemption is possible. Death is not the last word. And God is GOOD... ALL
THE TIME!

Grace!
Bishop Rick Hoyme

Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
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Pastor’s News

FATHER, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT...

Last month, I hope that I planted the seed about preparing for end of life issues. This month, I want to
continue that discussion and introduce to you one of the ELCA’s best kept secrets.

To date, I have conducted 15 memorial services (10 of which were members of St. John’s) since I moved here.
Whenever I meet with families who are preparing for the loss of their loved one, I offer a service that most
people don’t even realize we have — Commendation of the Dying. 1 am thankful that several families have
already taken me up on this offer.

The service is quite simple, yet astonishingly powerful. We meet around the bed of the loved one, wherever
that may be, and invite friends and family to participate in this ritual. The service begins with a welcome, then
a prayer, then a litany. The litany is similar in format to the prayers of intercession in that I offer several
petitions and those gathered respond with the words, “...deliver your servant.” As we speak those words time
and time again, they penetrate your heart and center your soul. These prayers draw all gathered closer to God
and help us realize how dependent we are on God’s grace in a state of vulnerability. Those are times when
you can just feel faith as if it was something tangible.

The next step of the service is equally as powerful as we stand around the bed of the loved one, lay our hands
on them, and pray for a peaceful deliverance. I will also trace the sign of the cross on their forehead as a
symbol of resurrection and reminder of God’s promises in baptism.

This ritual can very well begin the mourning process. It creates a time of closure and helps people say
good-bye. It offers an opportunity to gather in community and share stories. God’s presence is clearly there.

On the cross, Jesus commended his own spirit. We the church, now offer this ritual to people ready to let go.
I’ve had people die within hours of this worship. I’ve had people hang on for a few weeks following this
worship. The timing of death is one of those mysteries that goes unsolved. This service helps us prepare for
that moment, whenever it might occur.

~Pastor Martin




PAGE 4 / How much do you know about St. John’s Lutheran Church worship?

March 2

The Lord’s Prayer Doxology is, “For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.” Which of the following statements is true regarding the Doxology?

a)  Luther included this in his bible translation AND his small catechism

b)  Luther did not include it in his bible translation but did in his small catechism
¢) Luther included it in his bible translation but not his small catechism

d)  Luther did not include it in his bible translation or his small catechism

Some later editions of the catechism, printed after Luther’s death, add this conclusion, com-
monly called the Doxology. Although found in Erasmus’ editions of the Greek New Testament
and in Luther’s translation of that into German, Luther himself consistently followed the medie-
val practice and omitted it.

March 9

The season of Lent is the same period of time as the fasting and temptation of Jesus in the wil-
derness. How many days are there?

a) 7

b) 10

c) 40

d) 144,000

The season of Lent is 40 days, excluding Sundays. Our Lenten disciplines are grounded in
Christ’s temptation as we lay aside the temptations we face and replace them with the spiritual
disciples like scripture reading, prayer, sacrificial giving, and fasting in the same way Jesus did
during those 40 days.

March 16

The Kyrie has become for many of you a tune that you sing throughout the week. But do you
know what Kyrie Eleison means?

a) Lord, have mercy

b)  Glory to God

c)  Praise the Lord

d) My kyriosity burns within me
March 23

As a liturgical and sacramental worshiping community, we normally follow the same pattern
for worship. What are the four main aspects of worship called?

n(eS=0R30S T=TuR0S

Gathering, Word, Meal, Sending

QA0QR 3S-CT YOIRIA ‘V-9T UIIBIN -6 UIIBIA ‘D-T UOIBIA :SIOMSUY



PAGE 5

Committees

WORSHIP
-Janice Naset
Chair/Liaison
-Lisa Goettl
-Janet Helgeson
-Kathy Geissler
-Janelle Yeakey

FELLOWSHI
-Lyn Pank
-Pauline Stertz
Liaison
-Sue Zwiefelhofer
-Sue Seibel
-Nylah Gust
-Heidi Morning

SOCIAL

-Art Klingenberg
Chair

-Pauline Stertz and
Jordyn Keller
Liaisons

-Heidi Keller

-Jeff Cole

-Gregg Anderson

YOUTH &
EDUCATION
-Adam Ewings
Liaison
-Michelle Rufledt
-Kelly Custer
-Marla Paulson

DISCIPLESHIP

-Kathy Faschingauer
and Alice Zinsmaster

Liaisons
-Michelle Gasper
-Alice Zinsmaster
-Sue Nehring
-Carrie Anderson
-Terri Bohl

PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT

-Tom Buchner
Liaison

-David Lane

-Stub Naset

-Pete Zeman

-Val Rubenzer

-Dennis Rubenzer

-Nadine Bresina

-Rod Schmidt

-Shelly Lane

Council Meeting
March 11, 2014

President Pat Boettcher called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

Lynette Pank opened the meeting with prayer

¢+ Motion made by Lynette Pank and seconded by Pauline Stertz to approve the
agenda. Motion carried.

¢+ Motion made by Shelly Lane and seconded by Janice Naset to approve the
e-mailed February meeting minutes. Motion carried.

Congregational Input: Afternoon service for Ash Wednesday was not in the newsletter

or the Bloomer Advance.

Committee Reports:

¢ Youth & Education-Luther Park Summer Camp meeting to be held 3/12. Soup &
Sandwich to be held each Wednesday through Lent. Communion classes for 5™
graders to be held Wednesdays during Lent.

¢ Discipleship-None

Worship & Music-Approximately $2500.00 raised for cranberry hymnals

Fellowship/Social Ministry-Card Party Day canceled. Easter breakfast menu

discussed.

¢ Property Management-New furnaces in & working. Eau Claire Roofing has us on the
top of their list for the roof to be fixed first thing this spring.

Chair Report: None

Audit Report: Written audit verification letter done.

Pastor's Report:

¢+ Motion made by Lynette Pank and seconded by Adam Ewings to accept

membership by baptism of Vincent Telschow and Heather Tanko as a new

member. Motion carried.

Wednesday Dinners-Approximately $1700.00 in account.

Parent's Nite Out-Still active.

Imagine Together-None

God's Work/Our Hands-None

New Auburn Community Choir to held at St. John's Lutheran Church Wednesday,

April 16.

¢ Luther Park's “Heart for Luther Park™ event to be held Saturday, August 9. Donations
for raffles needed by July 26.

¢ Colfax Health & Rehab to put a bulletin insert for their “Music & Memory”
campaign.

¢+ Motion made by Lynette Pank and seconded by Tom Buchner to approve a 1/3
page ad for St. John's in the “Shrek the Musical” playbill. Motion carried.

¢ Pastor Martin reminded us that pastoral hospital visits are always a top priority.

¢ Elementary & Middle School guidance counselors to present a mentoring opportunity
program, for interested congregational members, to the Social Committee who will
the present to the council

¢ Hunger Awareness Meal-Served 73 meals and netted $423.00 for the ELCA World
Hunger.

* o
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Council Meeting
March 11, 2014

Financial Report:
¢ Motion made by Janice Naset and seconded by Jordyn Keller to accept Financial
Report. Motion carried.

Old Business:

¢ Commitment Update-None

¢ Pictorial Directory-Finalizing.

¢ Synod Council Meeting-To be held at St. John's Saturday, April 5". Light Breakfast
& a lunch to be served by volunteers from St. John's for approximately 30 people.

New Business: None

Motion made by Pauline Stertz and seconded by Tom Buchner to adjourn.
Motion carried.
Pastor Martin closed the meeting with the Lord's Prayer at 8:10 P.M.

Shelly Lane, secretary

Meeting attended by Pastor Martin, Tom Buchner, Pat Boettcher, Adam Ewings, Lynette
Pank, Janice Naset, Pauline Stertz, Jordyn Keller and Shelly Lane.

Page 2 of 2
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Council Updates

A message from the Worship Committee:

Our committee met on March 16™ we picked hymns for April and talked about Holy week services as well as
Easter.

Kathy Larson played two new liturgies from the red hymnal, we discussed which on we would like to introduce
in to worship service after Easter.

We did an update on the hymnal count as of our meeting there was enough money collected for 122 hymnals.
We also discussed the worship in the park for this year and we will probably do both, one in June and one in
September.

Janice Naset, Chairman

The hymnal fund is going well. We have collected $2747.50. You can still purchase one — the cost
is $22.50. There are sheet available, on the welcome center counter in the narthex.. Once we get
enough money for 250 hymnals we can send in the order. Thanks for all the contributions made so
far!

A message from the Church Council President:

0O.K.— it’s time for this winter to be over!! But looking outside at the piles of dirty snow, patches of slippery
ice and trees limbs down on the yards all over town and everything under dreary, gray skies it seems as if we
may never see Spring get here.

But — we all know that under those dirty piles of snow there is green grass—hidden in protected areas near our
houses the tulips and crocuses are just waiting for the warmth that will come.

Spring makes us smile—it makes us optimistic about the coming year. Farmers get antsy about all the spring
work-homeowners are anxious to see how their yards weather the winter-high school students are more than
ready for baseball, softball, track and tennis. Children are more than ready to swing and climb and run. We all
want to be outside without wearing three layers of clothing. We want to see robins!!!!

Spring is a time of renewal in nature and it is a time of renewal for Christians everywhere. Spring brings us each
year the Easter Celebration —a reminder to each of us that we have all been blessed with the Promise of Life
through the love of God. So this Spring let each of us make our own promise of renewal: to give more to others,
to share more with those we love and who love us, to be grateful for the gift of each new day and to remember
that we have been blessed and that we need to share those blessings.

Pat Boettcher
Board Chair
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Council Updates

A message from the Fellowship Committee:

Sagter Motning

Easter Breakfast will be served in the church dining hall from 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. CBRGG[QéaSt

Menu: Scrambled eggs, sausages, sweet rolls, mixed fruit, milk and juice.

Pauline Stertz
Committee Liaison

A message from the Discipleship Committee:

As a committee we are going to meet and go over the surveys that we have received thus far. We will decide
on what our members strengths are and what strengths St. John’s has. Once we have gone through the
survey’s we will inform the congregation of the results.

Church News

Wednesday Meals

Wednesday, April 23rd
Lasagna, Green Beans, Salad, Bread sticks, Dessert, and Beverages

y Wednesday, April 30th

Pizza, Salad, Dessert, Beverages

Easter is coming! If you would like to order an Easter lily in ®
honor of or in memory of a friend or family member, please
fill out an order blank, put cash or a check in an envelope
with “Easter lily order” written on the envelope. Make the
check out to St. John’s Lutheran with “Easter lily” written
on the memo line. Envelopes can put it in the offering basket
or dropped off at the church office before April 16th. Easter
lilies will be $10.00 each and may be taken home after
church on Easter Sunday.
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Weddings and Baptisms

Congratulations to Crystal and Kevin Blaha on the recent baptism of their daughter Kelsie Ann Blaha!

tized

NomeTernr
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Financial Report — March 2014

2013 2014 Budget 2014
Beginning Balance — Jan. 1* $23,002.00 $7,513.00
Income — March $44,562.00 $43,982.00 $58,177.00
Expenses — March $55,231.00 $51,294.00 $58,17700
Balance $12,333.00 $201.00
Loan — Peoples State Bank $108,703.00 $90,420.00

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving

St. John’s wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering.
Electronic giving offers convenience for individual members and provides much-needed donation consistency for
our congregation. Direct debit giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings
account to the church’s bank account. Deductions can be weekly, bi-weekly or monthly.

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis you no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52
envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this program
will allow your offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis.

As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving. Authorization forms are available at
the information desk at the back of church. The only information we need is name of your bank, routing number,
account number and your signature.

QUILTING
SATURDAY, APRIL 26™
9:00 A.M. — 12:00 P.M.

EVERYONE WELCOME
NO SPECIAL SKILLS NEEDED
REFRESHMENTS SERVED
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5
6 I 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
21 28 29 30
Start Date Subject Start Time End Time Start Date Subject Start Time End Time
4/2/2014 Wednesday Soup and Sandwich 5:00 PM 6:15 PM 4/18/2014 No Preschool
4/2/2014 Wednesday Learning 5:30 PM 6:45 PM Good Friday Worship at the
4/18/2014 Methodist Church 1:30 PM
4/3/2014 Friendship Circle 1:30 PM . .
4/18/2014 Good Friday Worship 7:00 PM
4/6/2014 Worship Service 9:00 AM . )
4/20/2014 Sunrise Easter Worship 6:30 AM
4/6/2014 Faith Formation with Friends (FFF) 10:00 AM .
4/20/2014 Sunrise Breakfast 7:30 AM
4/6/2014 Sunday Learning 10:30 AM . .
4/20/2014 Worship Service 9:00 AM
4/7/2014 Bible Study 8:00 AM 9:30 AM . . . .
4/20/2014 Faith Formation with Friends (FFF) 10:00 AM
4/8/2014 Staff Meeting 11:00 AM .
4/21/2014 No Bible Study
4/8/2014 Church Council Meeting 6:30 PM
4/21/2014 No Preschool
4/9/2014 Bloomer Clergy Meeting 10:00 AM
4/22/2014 No Preschool
4/9/2014 Wednesday Soup and Sandwich 5:00 PM 6:15 PM .
4/22/2014 Staff Meeting 11:00 AM
4/9/2014 Wednesday Learning 5:30 PM 6:45 PM .
4/23/2014 Wednesday Learning 5:30 PM 6:45 PM
4/10/2014 WELCA 1:30 PM Preschool Fieldtrip to the
4/12/2014 Imagine Together 8:30 AM 4/24/2014 Children's Museum
4/12/2014 Parents Nite Out 5:00 PM 4/25/2014 No Preschool
4/13/2014 Worship Service 9:00 AM 4/25/2014 Y outh Encounter at Three's Bears Lodge
4/13/2014 Easter Egg Hunt 10:00 AM 4/26/2014 Youth Encounter at Three's Bears Lodge
4/13/2014 Faith Formation with Friends (FFF) 10:00 AM 4/26/2014 Quilting 9:00 AM 12:00 PM
4/14/2014 Bible Study 8:00 AM 9:30 AM 4/27/2014 Youth Encounter at Three's Bears Lodge
4/16/2014 No Worship, Learning or Evening Meal 4/27/2014 Worship Service 9:00 AM
Spring Concert from the New Auburn Choir 4/27/2014 Faith Formation with Friends (FFF) 10:00 AM
4/16/2014 with reception to follow 4/27/2014 Sunday Learning 10:30 AM
4/16/2014 Bread Baking for 1st Communion 3:30 PM 4/28/2014 Bible Study 8:00 AM 9:30 AM
4/17/2014 No Preschool Preschool Family Concert at
4/29/2014 high school commons 6:00 PM
4/17/2014 Golden Agers Dinner 11:30 AM .
4/30/2014 Wednesday Learning 5:30 PM 6:45 PM
4/17/2014 Maundy Thursday Worship 1:30 PM

Maundy Thursday Worship and
4/17/2014 First Communion 7:00 PM
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL LUTHER PARK CAMP STYLE

WHEN:

WHO: KINDERGARTEN-5™ GRADE
WHERE: ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
TIME: NOON-5:30 PM
REGISTRATION INFO AVAILABLE SOON, ALL CHILDREN & FRIENDS WELCOME!

JUNE 23-26

PALM SUNDAY CELEBRATION & EGG HUNT
SUNDAY, APRIL 13 @ 10:15 AM

ALL CHILDREN & YOUNG AT HEART INVITED

CELEBRATE CHILDREN SUNDAY, MAY 4

L

LENTEN SOUP & SANDWICH SUPPERS

Camp & Activities Fundraiser Sponsored by all
families & children attending camp
April 2 &9

Delicious soups, sandwiches, & desserts
served from 5-6 pm

Everyone Welcome!

Children’s voices sharing music and 1* grade children
receive bibles at 10 am worship followed by a
children’s pot luck meal for all members to enjoy.
Bring your child’s favorite dish to share. Hot Dogs and
beverage provided. Still a child at heart? Bring your
favorite childhood food to share. Everyone welcome.

- W

SAVE THE DATE
MAY 11, 10:15 AM

HONORARY CAREGIVERS
SUNDAE SUNDAY

SPRING FLOWER SALE
SUNDAY, MAY 4

APRIL LEARNING
Sunday, April 6, 13, 27
Preschool through 3™ Grade, 10:30 AM

Wednesday, April 2, 9, 23, 30
Preschool through 3™ Grade
4" Grade Bible 101
5™ Grade Holy Communion
6" 7" & 8™ Grade Confirmation, 5:30 PM

NO LEARNING SCHEDULED:
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16 & SUNDAY, APRIL 20

| Parents and youth, rule of thumb for St. John’s Lutheran, when school is
|| cancelled due to bad weather all learning events, scheduled (preschool,
elementary, middle school, & Sr. high) are cancelled as well.

WEATHER ALERT!
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St. John's Preschool News

March has been a busy month at the preschool - with special visitors, pajama parties and parent/teacher
conferences.

Michelle Kostner and Sara Bauch from Mayo Clinic Health System Chippewa Valley talked to the children
about the importance of eating right, exercising and proper hand washing. They also brought coloring packets
and nutritious snacks for everyone.

Parents were invited in to discuss their children's progress during conferences. It's nice to get the chance to visit
with them one-on-one. We really are blessed with a great group of families!

It was all about the pajamas on March 19th & 20th! Everyone was excited to be able to wear them to school, and
bring along a favorite stuffed animal. We enjoyed a "Little Einsteins" movie & popcorn, did a teddy bear art pro-
ject and played musical games with our stuffed animal friends. What a great way to add a bit of sunshine to this
long winter we've all had!

We are still accepting registrations for the upcoming school year. There are openings in the Mon/Wed/Fri
classes (which are filling up fast) and in the Tues/Thurs classes.

Thank you to everyone who designated their Thrivent Choice Dollars to us recently: David, MaryAnn & Eric
Lambert, Nylah Gust, Kay Baier, Elmer & Evelyn Ferstenou, Rod Schmidt and Rodney Johnson. We truly ap-
preciate your thoughtfulness! As a result of these designations, $394 was deposited in our preschool account in
February.

If anyone has questions on how to designate their Choice Dollars, please call Thrivent at 800-847-4836 and
they'll walk you through it. We are thankful for this program from Thrivent Financial, and all the individuals
who choose our school to receive monetary support for various aspects of our preschool program.

St. John's Preschool will be hosting a family concert on Tues. April 29th at 6:00 p.m. It will be held in the high
school commons. Performers are local recording artists "Colleen & Uncle Squaty". Admission is free! Families
with young children are welcome to join us for a fun concert, that is sure to have the kids dancing and singing
along. The content will be geared toward ages two through seven. We hope to see you there!

Pajama Party



St. John's Preschool News
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Golleen and Uncle Squaty “Live in Goncert”
Appearing at:

Where: Bloomer High School Commons
When: Tuesday April 29th @ 6:00 p.m.

Sponsored by: St. John's Preschool
Free admission



