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St . J ohnC

. Johnos Lutheran Church
falth in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to bear witn

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Love of witness, proq
outreach at home and abroad will occur through faithful
sacraments, and prayer. We are motivated by our gratitude
forgiveness, life , and salvation.

FOLLOWING IN HIS FOOTSTEPS

SPECIAL
POINTS OF When | sit down and discuss financial plans with couples in their premarital
INTEREST: counseling, | always have a talk about the importance of giving in the midst of
) thelr spending plans. Each couple is assigned to develop a budget for their future
f Pastoros New
nd for S ome, itos really their first
1 Church News hard-earned money is used.
1 Church Council Part of our discussion centers on giving back to God because God has first given to
Minutes us. | ask them to name 5 things that they are thankful for, then we figure out
o where those blessings came from. On occasion it takes a while, but eventually we
1  Financial Report . . .
normally can identify that al/l bl essi ng

1 vouthand Family ~ fact that we are now singing the Doxology in our worship services as we bring the

offering forward, because it reflects our thankfulness i
1  Preschool

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

| enjoy sharing my story about why giving is so important in the Halom family. |

reflect on my motivation to give, which is to simply say CHRIST GAVE HIS

ALL .
INSIDE THIS
Pastords WNewsW\hen we were on vacation in Orlando, we knew that it was still important to find
Church News 3 a place to worship. We didnot choose
didndét choose to skip church just beca
worship because it was a 30 minute drive to the nearest ELCA church. Why?
Cenrglbiize 7 CHRIST GAVE HIS ALL.

Financial Report 8

Calendar 5

It was his mission to come to this earth. He spent his entire life journeying to the
cross. Everything he did was for the sake of others. Even when he went to pray
PreschoolNews 12— on his own, he was recharging for the sake of others. He endured the pain and
suffering of the cross, for the sake of others. CHRIST GAVE HIS ALL.

Youth and Family 9

As these summer months come to a close, | hope that we can put aside the things
that keep us from worshipping regularly. 1 hope that we can remember the
sacrifices that Jesus made for our salvation. We have such a great church family

here at St. Johnods. It I's strengthenedcd
relate with each other, when we pray together, when we sing together and when
we play ‘together. Let 6s gat her my fr

CHRIST GAVE HIS ALL!

Office number: 715685446
Like us on Facebook§t. John's Lutheran Chureltiloomer, WI

St . J o h n Guew.SHehbsbldomes.org


http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY RECAP

Operating Mission Plan

As mentioned in previous months, | will be offering up a summary of resolutions that were
passed at our annual Synod Assembly that was held at Trinity Lutheran Church back on May 21.
This month we will focus on the first resolution that is entitled, Operating Mission Plan.

One of the more significant differences between how our synod operates and local churches
like St. John's is that this plan is developed a year in advance. To demonstrate in a simple way:

Actual 2015-16 | Approved 2016-17 | Proposed 2017-18
Total Receipts $1,178,332 $1,242,695 $1,232,000
Partnership Ministry Support | $563,348 $596,532 $585,776
Synod Ministry Support $614,984 $646,163 $646,224

What gets lost in these broad categories are the actual agencies that receive our financial
commitments. As far as Partnership Ministry support goes, the following agencies benefit:

1. ELCA Mission Support 5. Twin Ports Ministry

2. ELCA Seminaries 6. Public Policy Office

3. ELCA Colleges 7. Lutheran Qutdoor Ministry
4. Wisconsin Council of Churches

With regard to the Synod Ministry Support, those dollars impact these various ministries:

Lutheran Campus Ministry

Region 5 (Wisconsin, lllinois, lowa, Upper Michigan)
First call support

Synod Committees (candidacy, youth, synod council)
Staff and Office operations

Ul sl =

| feel that it’s important to know how our synod utilizes our mission support and understand
how interconnected we are with not only the synod, but also the entire ELCA. This year, we
agreed to send $12,700 to our synod, which is up from $12,500 the previous year. My hope is
that we will continue to grow in our mission support each year as we move toward tithing, or
offering 10% of our proposed budget (which also includes financial support for Luther Park
Bible Camp and Lutheran Social Services). This year, we are contributing $20,500 to those 3
ministries, which comes out to 8.1% of our total budget. We are certainly making forward
progress and the lives that we touch as the three expressions of our church (local, synod,
churchwide) benefit in very significant ways!
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“Martin Luther: Art and the Reformation
(plus Macy’s Santaland and Christmas Lights)
Saturday, December 10, 2016

The Fellowship Committee of St. Johns is excited to

‘-E-;_“;*Ef ‘t::i‘f“ﬁf § offer a once-in-a-lifetime experience to travel to the Minneapolis
== === Institute of Art to tour the exhibition of “Martin Luther: Art and

e re— | 5 : .
oot .| Reformation”. In preparation for the 500™ anniversary of the

sl e Protestant Reformation in 2017, the Luther House in Wittenberg,
e v e Germany is temporarily closing. This Martin Luther exhibit has

EEREEEELssd been put together for a close-up of Luther’s life through his
possessions and archaeological finds from his childhood and adult homes.

After the tour, we will go to downtown Minneapolis and Macy’s Department Store’s
8" Floor Auditorium. For nearly 50 years, their Holiday display has enchanted
visitors of all ages. Now known as Macy’s Santaland, the annual “A Day in the Life of
an Elf” animated theme is the story of how Santa‘s elves prepare for Christmas. The
time we need here, will depend on the lines and crowds to go through the displays.
There will be an opportunity to catch something to eat before we leave.

We'll drive through several neighborhoods known for their holiday lights displays in
the Cities and a drive through Irvine Park on the way home will complete our day.
Depending on the crowds and the weather we should be home about 10:00 pm.
Itinerary:

12:00 - noon - Leave the Church Parking Lot (eat before we leave - not stopping)

3:00 = Martin Luther Exhibition and tour

4:30-6:30 - Macy'’s 8™ Floor Christmas display and grab a bite to eat

Christmas Light Tours

10:00pm estimated arrival back in Bloomer

Price per person: $40.00 (family over 4 people-$150.00)

Name(s)

(@ $40.00 Total: Phone #

Bus Seat Choice: Front  Middle Back

Rec’d by Date Pd.

Make reservations in the Church Office and make checks
payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church




Congratul ations

t

0

| HRVE

CRLLED |
~ You BY

NAME

and

Brittany

Ludwi gson

(0]




PAGE 5

Bunoapy

pieog [004s3Jd Wd 00:9 diysiom Wd 579 Bunoa yeis WV 00:1)
) 4 b 2% 0¢
diysiom Wd §v:9
Ll T4 14 174 £
BSIBURY
UHON/PIRSHNG Wd 00:
Buippap [esJeayey
MmoLio/seBiequeziemyog  mowopseblaneziemyog
Id 007 INd 089 duysioM Nd §7:9  Buoan 4eis W 0041
14 6l 8l L 91
[es1eayay
Guppa JeBiH/PRYUM Wd 00 Bunaayy
1oBIH/PIBYUIM Id 00:h  BuIpeaq SIaIMY JaRsIsMaN _ dySIOM Wd §79  19un0Q YoINy) W 089
% l 1 0L
Bunsspy H
Pieog j0049sald d 00:L dysiom Wd §¥9  Bunsan yeis v 00:14
9 g 14 £ 4
fepinjeg fepsinyy fepsaupap fepsan|

!

fpnig
2(0'9 v 066 - IV 00:8 90IBS dIySIOM INY 00'6
6¢ 14
fpnig Buppap Ywon/piewelNg Wd 0¢:2
ol0'd IV 0€+6 - IV 008 90N dIySIoM INY 00'6
[44 74
1584 Un4 S,Uyor 1S Wd 00:5
fpnig 1049
o/0ig WV 056 - WY 00:8  doysieqeg pue soniag diySION INY 00:6
Gl 7
%aww 9qieS paeuosT] sejiN
9/0!9 INV 0€6 - WV 008 1o} wsideg pue 80InIaG dISIOM INY 00:6
8 L
apeled Jawoojg
- BUjurieoy jooyasaid suyor 1S Wd 00:z
fpnig fysieqr] ey Jeyoeaid
910'8 v 0€6 - INV 008 159n6 LM 801G dIySIOM WY 006
b 13

910z 1Snony

Kepuopy

fepung




PAGE 6

Church News

Congratulations to Brandon and Erin Peterson on the Baptism of their daug

Tenley Eastlyn Peterson. ONE BAP]]SM

ELCA Womandés Chi pp e wadns\uppdrtlofehg FoGdoParftrear spenia e
2016 Retreat at Luther Park, Chetek, WI| offering will be taken August 28th, 31st.

September 25th and 28th.

" August 17 & 18
Theme: Be All That You Were Meant to Be!
Presenter: Natalia Peterson

)n Wednesday the 17th, registration begins a|
#12:00 p.m. and Thursday the 18th, registration
begins at 7:30 a.m. You may go one day or by
Forms can be found on the bulletin board by t
church office. Each person must fill out a form
and prepay. Lodging is available at the park a
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Council Meeting
July 12, 2016

Meeting called to order at 6:32p.m. by President Rod Johnson
Devotions by Ellyn Hudacek

Approval of agenda: Motion made by Lynette Pank to approve agenda, seconded by Alice Zinsmast
Motion carried.

Approval of June ¥ minutes: Motion made by Ellyn Hudacek to approve minutes, seconded by Alice
Zinsmaster. Motion carried.

Financial Report: Motion was made by Janice Naset to approve financial report, seconded by Ellyn
Hudacek. Motion carried

Ministry committee Reports:

Fellowship: Planning possible bus trip in December to Minneapolis Institute of Art to view a special
exhibition of Martin Luther.

Property Committee: Dining hall floor has been sanded and resealed/varnished. The refrigeratonin
dining hall no longer works properly, needs to be replaced.

Social Ministry: St Johndés delivering Meal s ¢
ing taken on the fourth Sunday and Wednesday of the months of July, August and September for the
support of the Bloomer Food Pantry.

Youth/Family Ministry: Youth trip to Nashville was a success and wonderful opportunity for the
young adults that participated. VBS was well attended and successful.

Pastords Report:

Membership: Baptisms Tenley Peterson, Brynleigh Price, Clayton and Cooper Ludwigson. Motion
was made by Lynette Pank to accept membership update, seconded by Alice Zinsmaster. Motion cé
ried.

Visitation: Private Pastoral care, shut in visit, Ruth and Mervin Marquardt.

NewideaAs ki ng council 6s thoughts on possibly op
host site for November8election.

Old Business: Discussed updating membership list.
Pastor Martinbébs yearly review in Augus
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New Business: N/A

Council Meeting

Motion was made by Lynnette Pank to adjourn meeting, seconded by Janice Naset. Motion carried.

7:40p. m.

Secretary

Pauline Stertz

meet i

ng

adjourned

and

cl osed

wi t h

tr

Present: Pastor Martin, Rod Johnson, Janice Naset, Phil Skaar, Alice Zinsmaster, Lynette Pank, Elly
Hudacek, Pauline Stertz. Absent: Tom Buchner, Nick Zakrzewicz, Adam Ewings, Tyler Halverson.

Financial Repor2016

2015 2016 BUDGET 2016

Beg. Balance Jan. 1 $2,143.0 $4,401.0

Income - July $130,942.0 $110,662.0 $140,927.00
Expenses July $129,866.0 $120,402.0 $140,927.0D
Balance- July $3,219.0 ($5,339.00

Loan - Security

Financial $75,754.0 $71,000.0 General Fund
Loan - Security

Financial 2,500.0( $2,367.0 Bathroomg
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FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULES

Sunday Faith Formation: 10:15 am11:15 am
Growing in Godos
Kindergarten through 5th Grade

Wednesday Faith Formation: 5:30 pm6:30 pm
Preschool: Ages 3 (by Sept. 1), 4 & sometimes 5
Growing in Godoés Garden
Confirmation: &', 7", & 8" Grade

Sr. High Youth: Time, day & place to be announced

Gar den:

Preschool

Rot at"iGade

SAVE THE DATE
DATES ARE TENTATIVE & MAY BE CHANGED

SEPT. 7:RALLY DAY

SEPT. 11
PARENT ORIENTATION & REGISTRATION
PRESCHOOLS™ GRADE

10:15 AM

SEPT. 14
PARENT ORIENTATION &
REGISTRATION
PRESCHOOLS™ GRADE
5:30 PM

SEPT. 25

4™ GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP

SEPT. 28

A™ GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION @ 6:45 PM
WORSHIP

WEATHER ALERT!

Summer fun in the sun can be harm-
ful to your health! St a
the sunscreen.

MEET & GREET FAITH FORMATION
PRESCHOOL-5"" GRADE

Parents & children, please join us on dates
listed below.

Sunday, Sept. 18 @10:15 am in fellowship hall
lower level

Wednesday, Sept. 21 @ 5:30 pm in Sanctuary

PARENT ORIENTATION
& REGISTRATION

PRESCHOOL-8™ GRADE
SEPTEMBER 11, 10:15 AM IN SANCTUARY
SEPTEMBER 14, 5:30 PM IN DINING HALL

GOD°S

WO RRID
Let your smile change th
worl d change your #dAsmile
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Ready or Not
ARel ationships are at the hear

This quote from author, speaker and Pastor John Maxwell applies
to the cross generational faith webbing methods available to
strengthen and support each other as we move forward to from just
knowing the bible stories in our heads to making them a living part
of our hearts and daily lives. Three of the principles found in the
book AWinning with People, 0 ar
body, 2. Nobody cares how much you know until they know how
much you care, and 3. Everybody who belongs to the body of Christ belongs to every body who belon
to the body of Christ. Growing a faith foundation is based on weaving a faith web across generations
sharing relationships and life experiences together to strengthen the faith community that we call St.
Johndés Lutheran Church.

The Youth and Family Committee has given their support to implementing faith webbing within our
community of faith at St. Johno6s. Faith WebbDb
cross generational environment so loving and caring that everyone involved will know Jesus and alwa
want to be a part of a community of faith. The authentic, genuine nature of sharing faith stories on the|
part of adults and the quality of relationships between adults and children will nurture lasting faith.

You may be thinking is she crazy? How will this happen? | will be honest in saying that | believe with a

my heart that God will lead us in and through this process. Am | nervous and apprehensive? Abso-
lutely! Do | trust God completely? Yes!

The new model of Faith Formation will look something like this.

Preschool: ages 3 by Sept. 1, 4 and sometimes 5 yr. olds will be in a contained classroom setting witk
adult and Sr. high mentors sharing bible stories together and enhancing the story with activities such
games, music, crafts and drama.

Kindergarten through 5" grade will be in small groups of 6 to 8 children with adult helping hands to
assist with sharing sads and smiles, reading a bible story, participating in an object lesson that pertair
to the story theme, sharing their thoughts based on the statements | noticed and | wonder about, endi
with prayer and a blessing.

6™, 7" & 8™ grade youth will be involved in the Headto-the Heart Confirmation program which has
been used for several years. Youth will be in small groups with an adult mentor. Pastor Martin will pre
sent the theme, giving time for groups to contemplate how this relates to their lives and the world we |
in. Servant and fellowship events will provide the opportunity to experience the theme in life situations
and activities.

The overarching themes that will be present in each of the age levels listed are: 1. Faith conversation

t 0
e 1
gs
ing
ysS

1

1S
ng

ive

S in

small groups, 2. Reading Bible stories and participating in prayer, 3. Service and fellowship events that

foster discipleship and sharing God with others.

(continued on page 1

0)
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How will this happen?

Faith Webbing will involve a fair amount of people who are willing
to share time as well as their faith stories with children and youth. |
anticipate that 5" graders will become buddies with younger chil-
dren, looking to Sr. high youth and adult helping hands to guide the
small group through discussion, prayers, etc. Sr. high youth and
adults not ready to commit to being helping hands are invited to
share the object lesson for the story theme. Materials and scripts w
be provided. Sr. high youth and adults who especially love prescho
children will share bible stories and activities using age appropriate
hands on curriculum. Sr. High youth and adults interested in serving as a small group leader for confir
mation youth will also be needed. Qualifications needed to serve are: 1. Hearts filled with faith, 2. Lov
of children and youth, 3. Read Bible story before faith formation, 4. Listen well. Benefits are hugs,
smiles, new friends in our family of faith.

How long will this take?

My instincts say it will take a lifetime. In fact if it does take a lifetime, some of the areas that | have bee

O =

en

wrestling with may no longer exist. These areas include: 1. Wondering why teens leave church after con-

firmation, 2. Why are parents bringing children to faith formation but not to worship, 3. Why do some
families get involved only when they are cel e
participate in adult faith formation, 5. Wher

have their child baptized and never return to church again, 7. How can we reach ethnic groups, and 8,

How can we reach those who have left the church.

Everybody wants to be somebody. Nobody cares how much you know until they know how much you
care. Everybody who belongs to the body of Christ belongs to every body who belongs to the body of
Christ. God continues to pull on the strings of my heart to share him with others by being involved in
relationships with his people. We have the opportunity to grow faith webs with everyone that we en-
counter, young and old alike. What an exciting journey GOD as planned for us when we open our
hearts and minds to the challenges of stepping out to move from teaching the bible stories to sharing
stories through building cross generational faith webs that last a life time. | encourage you to become
part of sharing faith across generations. | guarantee that God has exciting opportunities waiting for yo

Ready or Not!

Blessings, Marla

e
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