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SPECIAL BISHOP HALOM’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE: WHEN GOD SHOWS UP
POINTS OF As we approach the season of Christmas that so many of us adore, I'd like to address a
INTEREST few churchy words that theologians like to use and sound impressive when using them.

The first word is incarnation and the second is Emmanuel.

Christmas Letter If your church uses the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), you will again hear the
from Bishop Halom [y Passage from the first chapter of John on Christmas Day. The passage famously con-

cludes in verse 14 with the words, “And the Word became flesh and lived among us...”
Letter from Pastor [ This verse speaks directly to the concept of incarnation. In other words, it speaks to a
Gary Hedding God who literally takes on human flesh and enters this world in the form of baby Jesus.
Youth & Preschool It’s in stark contrast to what some believe and experience - a God who exists far away,

only to look down on us from God’s heavenly throne. Instead, the incarnate God speaks

News to a God who is willing to take on the human experience with all the joys and sorrows
that come with it. One can readily see that Jesus did indeed make his way through the
human experience. He felt joy. He felt pain. His eyes teared up. And even if I can’t recall

l N s l D E a story when he laughed, I gotta believe that he really did!
T H Is Another passage found in the Christmas season comes from the gospel of Matthew,
which references Isaiah 7:14: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they
I s s u E: shall name him Emmanuel, which means, ‘God is with us.” One of the most important

lessons I ever learned in seminary was in a pastoral care class. I had hoped to learn what
to say, especially to someone hurting or grieving. What I learned was much more im-
portant. Instead of learning what to say, I was taught to show up - to be present. As time
Christmas Letter 1 passes, few will remember what I say, but will remember that I was there. That’s pre-
from Bishop Halom cisely why the name Emmanuel means so much to me. It’s a constant reminder that God
is always with us. Consider the final words in the gospel of Matthew: “And remember, I

o

Prayers, Church 2 am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20b) Presence matters because
News God embodies it and teaches it.

Calendar, Church 3 Christmas is known for its gift giving nature. We share gifts with one another to reveal
News our love for them. This year, I hope that regardless of the quantity or quality of the

wrapped presents that lay under the tree, you will recognize the gift of presence. Not

only the presence of your loved ones, but particularly the presence of God. So many of

you will grieve as you experience the lack of presence from a loved one due to death or

Youth & Family 6 distance. My heart grieves with you. My hope lies in a God who provides and will gift

News, Church News # you all with someone who will be present with you in some way at some time. If nothing
else, remember God’s presence as you receive the body and blood of Christ in the wor-

E;ﬁgi‘g&} xgg’ 7 ship services that you attend, for that’s yet another way in which God shows up.

! Appeal : Fellow disciples, Merry Christmas to you all and may the presence of God incarnate,
Emmanuel, embrace you in such a way that brings warmth to your heart!

Letter from Pastor 8

Hedding Buhop Martin

Council Meeting 4,5
Minutes.

Office number: 715-568-5446

Like us on Facebook! St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI

St. John’s Website: www.stjohns-bloomer.org
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Please Join Our Church Family In Prayer />
As we enter the month of December please join our church
family in prayer. Below you will find a list of those who we
will be praying for.If you or someone you know would like to be added to
one of the list please stop by the church office, call the office at 719-568-5446,

or email the information to: stjohnsl-secretary@bloomernet

Prayers of Healing For Our Church Family
Martha Libersky; Nancy Zogleman; Rod Martin; Bonnie Mickelson; The Kuehn Family;
Judy Hedding (Stepmom of Pastor Gary); Renee Grambo; Richard Anderson; Kari
Skaar; Deanna Stuckert; Suzette Zwiefelhofer; Edith Fleming; Kristi Swartz; Family &
Friends of Pat Prill.

Prayers For the Saints
Prayers for the week of Dec. 7th: Ryan, Samantha, Jaxin and Jordon Lang; Edward and
Lori Lanzer; Joseph Lanzer; Amanda, Matthew, Easton, Ellie & Emmett Larson; Erik,
Jennifer, Connor, Finn, Keira & Trevin (Richardson) and Liam Larson.

Prayers for the week of Dec. 14th: Bryan, Courtney, Gabriella, Tessa, Zachariah (Rogge)
Lewis; Charlie Lewis; Daniel and Joann Lewis; Deanna Lewis; Debi, Eric and Taylor Lewis;
Martha Libersky; Timothy Loew; Brittany, Eric, Clayton, Coby and Cooper Ludwigson.

Prayers for the week of Dec. 21st: Katherine Ludwigson; Kelli, Tye, Bronson and Cole
Ludwigson; Bonnie and John Lueck; Dick and Jean Marquardt; Lucille Martin; Rodney
Martin; Doug and Susan Martin; Amy, Christopher & Calvin (Hassemer) and Lucas
Marvin; Michael Marvin.

Prayers for the week of Dec. 28th: Brian and Mary Mawby; Gabriel Mawby; Erin, Shaun,
Connor, Owen and Riley McCurdy; McKenzie Mclnnis; Susan Mclnnis; Chrissy, Nick,
Dominick and Rose Meisner; Justin, Kelly, Kaylee, Caleb and Leora Metcalf.

i Quilting Group
& Pointsettia order forms Wlll be meeting on
are now available. Dec. 1 6th

‘ Pick them up in the Narthex or ‘
outside of the church office. [ ﬁ at 1:00-3:00 p.m.

2@ Please return no later than Dec.
& 19t with payment to the church n
office or drop into the safe
outside of the office.
Costis $10 per plant. s
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_ DECEMBER-2025 CALENDAR

30 1 2 3 4 5 6
9:00am Worship Service 8:30am Bible Study 2:00pm Bible Study 1:00pm Pat Prill
10:00am Stay for Coffee & 4:30pm Wednesday Meals Funeral
Community after service 5:15pm - 6:15pm Faith Formation

6:30pm Worship Service
7 8 9 10 1 12 13
9:00am Worship Service 8:30am Bible Study 10:30am Bloomer Clergy Association Mtg 9:30am Pastor's 6:00pm Preschool
10:00am Stay for Coffee & 2:00pm Bible Study Conference Family Christmas Party
Community after service 4:30pm Wednesday Meals

5:15pm - 6:15pm Faith Formation
5:30pm Christmas Caroling (confirmation &
H.S. students)
6:30pm Worship Service

14 15 16 % 17 18 19 20

%

Church Cleaning after 8:30am Bible Study 1:00pm - 3:00pm 2:00pm Bible Study
Service & Coffee 6:00pm Church Quilting Group 4:30pm Wednesday Meals
9:00am Worship Service Council Meeting 5:15pm - 6:15pm Faith Formation
10:00am Stay for Coffee & 6:30pm Worship Service-Christmas Pag-
Community after service eant
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:00am Worship Service NO Bible Study today | Preschool Class Preschool Christmas Vacation Begins 9:00am Christmas
10:00am Stay for Coffee & | Preschool Class Christmas Party 4:00pm Christmas Eve Worship t Day Worship
Community after service Christmas Party (PJs | (PJs & Movies) 7:00pm Chirstmas Eve Worship
& Movies)

28 29 30 31 1 2 3
9:00am Worship Service NO Bible Study today NO Bible Study today Final Day of Christmas
10:00am Stay for Coffee & Vacation
C ity aft i —

ommunity after service e, Y,

WEDNESDAY MEALS |3 FE B # #*. _
- Every Wednesday from | eg"“"lm‘“" Serdice M Neoxt & oaninainay

e 5. ) |  Christmas Eve: 4:00p.m. | is Dec. 14"
\P 4:30 = 5:15 p-m. come 7:00 :.m. f Let’s work together
# and join your friends : to keep our church
and family at St. John’s for beautiful!
Church Cleaning after |

4 a DELICIOUS meal!
g Is 57 per person Or R =
$20 per family et §

Chris mas Day: 9:00 a.m.
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Church Councul Nleetlng Nlmutes

Call to Order - Meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Dorene Turner, Council President.
Opening Devotion — Dorene led the council in the daily devotion from Christ in our Home.

Approval of the Agenda -A motion was made by Wendy LaGesse to approve the agenda with flexibility;
seconded by Dorene Turner. Motion carried.

Approval of last Council Minutes - A motion was made by Wendy LaGesse to approve the minutes from the
October 13th, 2025 meeting; seconded by Dorene Turner. Motion carried.

Financial Report -

Year to Date (Jan-Oct 2025) October Offerings
Income $153,073.23 Date Total
E $143,984.84 Transfers: none 1075 § 4,561
Xpenses , . :
P 10/12 | $ 1,419
Difference $ 9,088.39 10/19 $2,926
10/26 $ 770
CD’s $76,000 $200,000 Online | $ 1.656
Location Security Financial Bank Security Financial Bank
% APR 4.25 4.25
Timeframe 7 months 12 months
Expires 3-12-26 11-7-26

All money is insured through FDIC

A motion was made via text on 11/5 by Dorene Turner to take the interest from the CD at Security Bank and place it
into the Council Fund, then reinvest the remaining $200,000 amount in a 12 month CD at 4.25%. Seconded by Tyler
Halverson. Motion carried. Interest on the CD: $13,878.85

A motion was made by Wendy LaGesse to pay our benevolence for NW Synod of WI from the General Fund. Second-
ed by Janelle Yeakey. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Janelle Yeakey to accept the financial report. Seconded by Alicia Bonczyk. Motion carried.
Old Business-
A) Apartment Storage update: No new update.

B) Church directory update: the paper forms have been collected bit missing many members, an electronic form will
be created to send out for members to fill out.

C) Implementing council retreat suggestions: to be brought up when new pastor comes.
D) Interim contracts - all contracts have been updated and Synod is aware.

E) Kitchen refrigerator — Kevin’s refrigeration came and completed repairs. The refrigerator is currently working. A
checklist will be created to place near the refrigerator to track temperature.

F) Vacuum Cleaner — Thank you to St. John’s Foundation for donating their current vacuum cleaner; Thank you to
the anonymous donor who donated a second vacuum.

G) Maintenance helpers: Property Committee needs a list of congregation members that would be able to assist
when projects arise. Pastor Gary will work with Victoria to gather names of those interested.

H) Nominating Committee update: Council member term that end this year are Dorene Turner, Kyle Prill, Aubrie
Bohl and Alicia Bonczyk. Alicia is willing to go one more year as she is currently the Licensee of the
Preschool. Volunteers are needed for the nominating committee; 4 people are needed.

Minutes continued on page 5



PAGE 5

_Nov. 10th Church Council Mmutes

(council meeting minutes continued)
|) Office Cabinets: Jason Graski was in contact with Victoria to determine what is needed and will price out cost.
Dorene will contact Victoria about assisting in organizing the office space.
J) Discussion on need to check on file cabinets in hallway to see if items are needed. Wendy will contact people to
check into the music in the file cabinets.
K) Town Hall Meeting — A congregation member was concerned about a rumor that previous youth directors were
prohibited from being church members, but contact with a former director confirmed this was not true.
1. Council Resolution — discussion about changing the following in the church constitution
C12.05. The Congregation Council shall be responsible for the financial and property matters of this congre-
gation. c. The Congregation Council may enter into contracts of up to two percent of anticipated receipts
items $8000 not included in the budget.
A motion was made by Janelle Yeakey to approve the resolution that Tyler sent via email (see bove). Second-
ed by Alicia Bonczyk. Motion carried.

New Business -

A) Culvert Construction — a question was asked about where our property line is at the culvert to determine what
portion of the parking lot is the church’s responsibility. Jason and Kay will attempt to get answers.

Parking lot that was removed is now replaced at no cost to the church. In the spring Donnie Geissler will paint the
parking lines at no cost to the church (Thank you Donnie!)

B) Discussion on who is responsible for locking up a church after special events. A spare key will be created to al-
low for groups to check out if needed.

C) Annual Meeting Date: A motion was made by Janelle Yeakey to set the annual meeting for January 18th with the
makeup date of January 25th. Seconded Tyler Halverson. Motion carried.

Committee Reports

Pastor’s Report — discussion on stewardship drive; weekly offerings have been generous

Appreciation Days — Musician = national hug a musician November 13. A motion was made by Dorene to get $25 gift
cards for our 2 musicians to observe nation hug a musician day. Seconded by Alicia Bonczyk. Motion Carried.

Discipleship-

Fellowship Minutes — A motion was made by Janelle Yeakey for money from the Chili & Soup Potluck to be donated
to the Grambo family for medical expenses. Seconded Tyler Halverson. Motion carried.

Gifts for Kids collected approximately $450, thank you to for the generosity. Thank you to those who came to deep
clean the kitchen; Janice Naset, Dorene Turner, Michele Lane, Jackie Ewings and Janelle Yeakey. Discussion on
need to label items in the kitchen; as well as creating a space in the kitchen for the preschool.

Discussion creating a location for food donations to support congregation members. Wendy will work to create a
space to organize.

Social Ministry Minutes —

Youth Minutes — next meeting 11/16; experimenting with new fundraiser ideas
Preschool Minutes — participated in Trunk or Treat; firetruck fieldtrip at the preschool; next meeting 11/11; several
closures have had to happen due to the construction.

Property Minutes — Discussion about a transformer in the altar guild room and if it is needed; Janelle will look into the
situation. Discussion on how we state the church cleaning on Sundays, especially for new members.

Worship & Music Minutes — will be meeting to prepare for Christmas and Advent
Call Committee - in the process of searching for a Pastor.
Additional Iltems and Announcements

Next Meeting: Monday December 15th at 6 pm. Adjournment - a motion was made at 8:01 pm by Tyler Halverson to
adjourn the meeting, seconded by Jason Graski. Motion carried. Members Present: Janelle Yeakey, Kay Anderson,
Dorene Turner, Michele Lane, Gary Hedding, Tyler Halverson, Wendy LaGesse, Alicia Bonczyk, Jason Graski,
Members Absent: Kyle Prill, Aubrie Bohl No others Present.
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Youth & FamllyNews

QUAKE

Middle and high school students, save
the following dates. This year’'s Quake
event will be held in Wisconsin Dells
from February 13 to15.

We are excited about this opportunity
for our youth, as it has been successful
in the past. Early Bird rates go through
November 13th, so contact
Amanda Larson for more infor-

Christmas Pageant
This year's Christmas pageant will be on

has received a part, please make sure
will be held from 4:45 to 5:45PM prior

decorating and enjoying Christmas cook-
ies in the dining hall after the pageant.

Group Leads and Substitutes Needed
for JAM and Confirmation this Fall

We are still seeking individuals interested in substituting
or leading a group on Wednesday nights. Please contact
Amanda Larson for more information so we can add you
to our list. Additionally, if there is a specific age group
you would like to work with or prefer not to work with,
please provide that information as well.

Wednesday, December 17th. If your child

Youwth Ministry Pictures

We are looking for pictures that anyone may have taken this
year. If you have any pictures you can share, whether it’s from
JAM, confirmation, lock-in, or a youth trip, please contact
Amanda Larson. We can forward you a link to a Google Drive.
Otherwise, photos can be emailed to:
stjohnslutheran.bloomer@gmail.com

they bring their script each week. Dinner

to the pageant beginning, and we will be

Important Dates to Notice

There will be NO Faith formation on
Wednesday, December 24th or Wednesday,
December 31st due to Christmas/Winter
break. We hope that all our students and
their families have a wonderful week and
Christmas holiday. Safe travels to all those
who will be traveling. We look forward to
seeing everyone again on
Wednesday, January 7th.

ST. JOHN'’S IS HOSTING THE @
RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE DRIVE
ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30™
At Bloomer Middle School from
11:30 am to 5:30 pm.
Volunteers needed!
PLEASE SEE THE SIGN-UP IN THE NARTHEX
Any questions, please contact Lisa Goettl @

715-828-4915.
O c?Z"ank— . you fér Vofunteerz'nj./

Youlh In Ackion

Our next YIA is TO BE DETERMINED as there are
many scheduling challenges. Watch upcoming
Announcements in bulletin and at regular
services for updates.

If you have any questions, please reach out to

Amanda Larson (715-279-6962 mobile or
amanda_stjohnspreschool@aol.com).

Clvuiatmas

The confirmation students will be going next door
to the apartments to sing Christmas carols on
Wednesday, December 10th, from 5:30-6:30PM.
High school students are welcome to join! Music
books will be provided.

St. John’s is beginning to set UPp,

Meals On Wheels

For January EALS
If you would be available for one wnms
or more weeks in January to drive
and/or deliver meals, sign up in the
narthex, or please contact
Janice Naset at 568-5615 -- or --
Martha Libersky at 568-4653

Thank you for helping with this
community project!
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| 11U Classroom Wishlist
» —— We have an Amazon Wishlist set up if anyone is interested in supporting the preschool
program with some additional supplies we could benefit from. Please consider contrib-
uting to our Wishlist. Our link is: https://la.co/7G4BmXD - Please reach out to Amanda
Larson if you have any questions about this opportunity. As always, we appreciate your
continued support.

Sneak Peek Into the Program

Mrs. Larson has a lot packed into the month of December. This month, our themes will be
Winter Wonderland and All Things Christmas. The children follow weekly focus walls that
teach them letters, shapes, colors, and numbers. As their teacher, | try to integrate these
subject areas into the curriculum plans and daily activities that the children can choose
from. It’s going to be a busy and festive month! Follow our Facebook page to see what
our students are up to.

Important Dates to Save
We will be closed from Wednesday, December 24th, through Friday, January 2nd, for Christmas/Winter

Break. We hope our students enjoy the day with their families and look forward to having them back in class
on Monday, January 5th, and Tuesday, January 6th.

Thanksgiving Family Feast Recap

We hosted our 4th annual Thanksgiving Fami-
ly Feasts on Wednesday, November 19th (MW
group) and Thursday, November 20th (TTH
group). Our students and their families were
invited to join us for a little Thanksgiving feast .
. before our Fall break. It was an event enjoyed
by all who attended.

Calendar Fundraiser

¥ 2026 Calendar orders are underway! By pur-
. | chasing a calendar, offering you the chance

~ to own a piece of our students’ incredible tal-
ent, you are not only supporting the preschool but also showcasing the ar-
tistic skills of our students. We value your contribution and look forward to your support. The calendars are
being sold for $15. Please contact Amanda Larson or fill out the order form located on the preschool's coun-
ter or on the table in the narthex.

Family Christmas Party

On Friday, December 12th, we will host our Christmas party for all our preschool families. There will be cook-
ies to decorate, ornaments to make, and other fun activities for everyone to enjoy! The Christmas party will
begin at 6:00PM and will be located in the dining hall.

Class Christmas Parties

On Monday, December 22nd, and Tuesday, December 23rd, we will have our class Christmas parties for our
students to enjoy. We are looking forward to enjoying some holiday cheer before we leave for break with a
book change and a PJ/movie day.

APPEAL FROM BLOOMER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

The Bloomer Cemetery Association is in need of donations for upkeep, insurance, and
labor for mowing the cemetery. We need up to $14,000 a year. We have been falling
short on selling graves and donations the last 5 to 6 years. The cemetery is owned by
the families who own lots there not the City of Bloomer. Your donations are tax deducti-
ble and can be mailed to David Lambert, c/o Bloomer Cemetery Assoc., 1714 Oak
Street, Bloomer WI 54724 or Olson Funeral Home c/o Bloomer Cemetery Assoc., 1516
Larson Street, Bloomer, Wl 54724. Thank you!

Ranid ‘Cambent, Preaident
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
1403 Newman Street
Bloomer, WI 54724

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

715-568-5446
Email: stjohnsl-secretary@bloomer.net

PASTORAL/ CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Need a visit? Yearning for Holy Communion? Have a
problem? Want to:suggest ways we can be-of more help
to you and your family? Feel you ’d like to pray with
someone?

CALL: Deacon Martha Libersky or, Pastor Gary Hedding

Church: 715-568-5446, extension 11

Home (Martha): 715- 568-4653

Cell (Martha): 715-829-4653

Email: fmlibers@bloomer.net (Deacon Martha)
paddlegh@gmail.com (Pastor Gary)

Advent Songs from the Gospel of Luke

Advent is a time of anticipation for the coming of Jesus " birth and his return to complete the
world’s reconciliation through his gracious Judgment This Advent-we will focus on four songs
from the Gospel of Luke which anticipate Jesus’ birth and the eventual coming in power and
glory.

The four songs are Mary’s song from Luke 1:46-55; Elizabeth’s song from Luke 1:42-45;
Zechariah’s song from Luke 1:68-79; and Simeon’s song from Luke 2:29-32. These songs of
faith in surprising circumstances are full of inspiration for our own' faith and bring us the antici-
pation of the acts of God through Jesus’ ministry and our own. We can join these songs as we
grow durmg this Advent season and as we joyfully celebrate the birth of Jesus (which means
“God saves”) and of Immanuel (which means “God with us”).

May God bless you through these songs during Advent, and may you be hfted up in faith
through our Christmas worship services on Wednesday, December 24 at 4:00pm and 7:00pm,
and our Christmas Day worship on Thursday, December 25 at 9:00am.

The staff at St. John’s Lutheran Church wish you a meamngful Advent and a very rnerry
Christmas.

Peace,

Pastor Gany Heddivig

Interim Pastor



