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SSt. John

. Johnds Lutheran Chu
other by faith in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy S
% love of God and the grace of our Lord Jesus C
= proclamation, nurture, service, and outreach at ho
§ faithful use of the scriptures, the sacraments, and
i our gratitude to God for his abundant gifts of forgive

ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE
BRINGS BLOOMER TOGETHER

Our Saviordéds Lutheran Church, the ol des"
hosted the ecumenical worship and potluck with great hospitality and inspired a great
service of unity and togetherness.

The following clergy came together to lead the worship:

Pastor Susan Anderson (Our Saviorods

Pastor Heather Brewer (Bloomer Methodist Church)

Pastor Pauline Bangle (United Church of Christ)

Fat her John Potaczek (St. Pauldéds Cat

Pastor Martin Halom (St. Johnds Lut h
$508. 25 was collected that helps fund t

provide assistance to people in need, including transients and Bloomer residents. What
a difference that will make for people in the form of an overnight stay, gas for the road,
or food for their family. Giving thanks out of our abundance will now benefit those

who lack. Giving thanks for Bloomer unity will benefit all!

Like us on FacebookbEt. John's Lutheran ChurelBloomer, WI

St . J o h n dve/w.Shiehbsblooeas.org
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Pastor os Ne

WHERE GIVING MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE

Faithful peopl e und e rlisig naore thlessel te give thanceegive. A atyosit pt
for the season of Christmas, we spend and spend
any moreé)

This year, |l 6d |Ili ke to encourage you to consider
you are simply spending as an end to the means. If you are buying gifts out of love, you are sharing out of
your abundance to communicate your appreciation for the recipient and ultimately expressing thankfulness tl
they are in your life.

Ever wonder what to give to someone that has eve
Good Gifts catalog dtttps://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGiftrou will find a wide variety of gifts that

you can give that will make a huge impact on a child, a widow, even an entire community! (To see a sample
of possible gifts, see the Silver Anniversary questions in this newsletter dated Nov. 24) You can give in honc
of someone or even in memory of someone.

When you model this expression of love, others around you will learn from your example. When you touch
the |Iife of someone you havendét even met before,
comes to my mind is the story that Barb Solsaa shared back on Nov. 17 when she talked about the recipient
a quilt from Lutheran Soci al Services who coul dn
someone theydve never met. Someone with a check
one who needed to experience the grace of God.

God gifted us with the Christ child as an expression of His love for us all. We are now gifted again as w
share that gift with the world, for it is most certainly true thé&s more blessed to give than receive!

Pastor Martin

<~
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}Q// Q‘g;\) December Wednesday Night Meals

S

S 2 Wednesday, December 4, 2013

E }) Sloppy Joes, Baked Beans, Chips, Dessert, and Beverages
L

Wednesday, December 11, 2013
Month’s Church || Chicken Noodle Casserole, Salad, St
Supper Features: || Bread, Dessert, and Beverages '

Johnés Office Hours

December 23 Office open from 8:30 a.r2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 18, 2013 | pecember 24 Office open from 9:00 a.m12:00 p.m.
Pizza, Salad, Dessert, and Beveraggs ember 25 Office closed

December 26 Office open from 8:30 a.ri@.2:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 25, 2013 December 27 Office open from 9:00 a.i@.12:00 p.m.

No Meal
December 30 Office open from 8:30 a.id.2:00 p.m.
There will be no quilting in December. December 31 Office closed
I n January there wild|l beJa?hlﬁaryr!la' loffidle?cofeqa Ui | t i ng

but the date is to be determined at this time. January 2 Office open from 8:30 a.fd.2:00 p.m.

January 3 Office open from 8:30 a.rid.2:00 p.m.

® @ @
Wishing all our family and friends a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year!

To give away:Lowrey Jubilee with Genie organ
This organ with bench is located in the dining hall of the church. It works
fine, but it is old (uses transistor tubes).

Please contact the office for directions on moving it out of the church.

First come-first serve!

LAl d Mediterr Pecan
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Church News

Please be a part of our new family
directory program—we need YOU to
make our new family album complete!
Let’s put names with faces. We have chosen to

partner with Lifetouch for professional photography

that will connect our members and tell our story. ) . h
Each family will receive a

complimentary 8x10 portrait
and directory for participating

Convenient

Lifetouch will photograph at our location.

In your one-hour session you will:

* Check-in

* Be professionally photographed

* Immediately view your portraits

* Have an opportunity to purchase additional portraits

When was the last time you or your
family had a professional portrait taken?
Portraits are valued family keepsakes. Watch for

more information coming soon about the opportunity
to schedule your portrait session.

, Exciting products turn
We look forward to seeing you! your.por‘[raits in’[q
cherished memories

R 711
3E-00a12
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Church News

Our Church Photography Dates:

Weekday Photo Hours

Thursdayd Saturday Januaryd2

T 2:30 T 9:00 PM Saturday Photo Hours 10:00

T 4:30 PM

HELP FEED THOSE IN NEED AND GET A DISCOUNT ON PORTRAITS!!
Lifetouch will donate $1.00 for each sitting that we photograph!!

Please help us help others by coming in for a portrait!!
Also - drop off any food item at church between now and picture day and get a

$5 coupon to use if you decide to order portraits!

HOW DO | SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT?
You can sign up 2 ways:

1) Sign Up at Church:

2) Online Sign  -ups: at our website

Before or after services
www.stjohns-bloomer.org

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PERSONALLY!

Have Input on your sitting!!!

Lifetouch encourages you to bring something that
says who you are to your portrait session. Perhaps a

hat é pin. scar f mu
sports gear. whatever
Lifetouch also does generational

nity to get all the family together for one big portrait! Capture the

q

b

Lifetouch has tips for what to wear and what to bring
to your sitting.

Watch for your Portrait Guide at signups!

We Need Photos!!

If you have photos of any church activities/events
from the last few years please drop them off at the
office. We may use them for the activity pages at the

beginning of our new directory.

We candt promise to retu

copy!

There is no sitting fee - just for
participating, you will receive a

compl i mentary 80x10"
free church directory! Andé
Lifetouch has promised us that there

will be no pressure to order

additional portraits!

q

Donbét ForgetéTo Bri
Do you have a special little furry friend at home? We
want to encourage you to bring him/her with you for
your portrait session!

HELP US MAKE THIS DIRECTORY COMPLETE!
IT WONO6 BE THE SAME WITHOUT YOU!

We want to make this a complete representation of our church family

-PLEASE be a part of it!

Bi
ant

PP

ng
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How much do you know about St. Johnds

November 10

In 2012, the 9,533 ELCA congregations offered $1.8 billion (an average of $188,818/
congregati on) t owa&Vhich ofithel folowirig oepresénts phe dosest &plitas
the money is divided between congregations, synods, and the churchwide organization?

A)
B)
C)
D)

Congregations 33%, Synods 33%, Churchwide 33%
Congregations 50%, Synods 25%, Churchwide 25%
Congregations 80%, Synods 10%, Churchwide 10%
Congregations 95%, Synods 3%, Churchwide 2%

$1.7 billion remained in congregations, $52.7 million supported synodical ministry, and $49.9
million was sent from synods to support the churchwide organization.

November 17

Which of the following services is NOT offered by Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin?

A)
B)
C)
D)
E)
F)
G)
H)
1)

J)

Addiction

Adoption/Foster Care

Aging

Corrections

Counseling

Disabilities

Homelessness

Housing

Parenting

Miraculous healing for Aaron Rodgers by 3:00 this afternoon

November 24

Which of the following would not be included in the ELCA Good Gifts Catalog?

A)
B)
C)
D)
E)
F)
G)
H)
1)

$10 mosquito nets

$50 goats

$1,730 for one seminary semester

$150 irrigation canal

$21 food for a month for child orphaned by AIDS

$30 vaccination for a child

$150 bicycle ambulance

$520 feed a refugee family for a year

Belated birthday present for our pianist Kathy Larson

[-7Z AON ‘C 1"’/ T AON * Q-OT ‘AON :SISMSuY



PAGE 7

Committees

WORSHIP
-Janice Naset
Chair/Liason
-Lisa Goettl
-Janet Helgeson
-Kathy Geissler
-Janelle Yeakey

FELLOWSHI
-Lyn Pank
-Pauline Stertz
Liason
-Sue Zwiefelhofer
-Sue Seibel
-Nylah Gust
-Heidi Morning

SOCIAL

-Art Klingenberg
Chair

-Pauline Stertz and
Jordyn Keller
Liasons

-Heidi Keller

-Jeff Cole

-Gregg Anderson

YOUTH &
EDUCATION
-Adam Ewings
Liaison
-Michelle Rufledt
-Kelly Custer
-Marla Paulson

DISCIPLESHIP

-Kathy Faschingauer
and Alice Zinsmaster

Liaisons
-Michelle Gasper
-Alice Zinsmaster
-Sue Nehring
-Carrie Anderson
-Terri Bohl

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
-Tom Buchner
Liaison
-David Lane
-Stub Naset
-Pete Zeman
-Val Rubenzer
-Dennis Rubenzer
-Nadine Bresina
-Rod Schmidt
-Shelly Lane

Council Meeting
November 12, 2013

President Pat Boettcher called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

Rod Johnson opened the meeting with prayer.

§ Motion made by Janice Naset and seconded by Jordyn Keller to approve
agenda. Motion carried.

§ Motion made by Lynette Pank and seconded by Pauline Stertz to approve the e
mailed October meeting minutes.Motion carried.

Council Comments: None

Congregational Comments: Why worship & dinner were held at White Pine. A larger

crowd was anticipated & by not using our dining facilities our members could be treated

instead of having to serve. Question also raised as to whether an individual is responsil
for purchasing supplies for funerals (plates, butter, etc.).

Committee Reports:

§ FellowshipNone

SociatSt. John's responsible for Bloodmobile on 12/27 and Agnes Table 12/26.

Youth & FamilyBasketball hoops from Upwards Basketball sold for $800.00

WorshipGideons will be at the 12/8 & 12/11 worship services. Christmas Pageant

will be held12/14 with a meal.

§ DiscipleshipCost for the church after the freewill offering for the dinner was ap-
proximately $300.00 with 40 commitment cards returned.

§ PropertyRepairing of roof & boilers to begin soon.

Chair Report: None

Pastor's Report:

§ Motion made by Pauline Stertz and seconded by Rod Johnson to approve St
John's be used as evacuation facility for Bloomer High School if a need arises.
Motion carries.

§ Shelly Lane,Janice Naset & Pauline Stertz will be in charge of serving a snack &

meal for the Synod Council Meeting to be held at St. John's April 5, 2014.

Motion made by Janice Naset and seconded by Lynette Pank to deposit money

from sale of basketball hoops into the General FundMotion carried.

§ Fellowship after worship may be replaced by a pdstBible study in January.

Discussion on using automatic withdrawal as an option for congregational giving.

§ Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service to be held Sunday, 11/24/13 at Our Savior's,
Bloomer, at 6:30 P.M. A potluck meal to be served before worship at 5:30 P.M.

§ Motion made by Kathy Faschingbauer and seconded by Lynette Pank to accept
membership for Tim, Kristin, Tyler, Tatum and Miles Mohr, Derik and Liz
Sarauer and membership by baptism for Dehija Walters. Transfer to the
Church Triumphant for Gene Rihn. Motion carried.

§ Pastor Martin gave his vacation information for the rest of 2013 to Pres. Pat Boet-
tcher.

§ Pictorial DirectoryJanuary 24, 2014. Can sign up online or through church. Fund-
raiser portion to be donated to the Food Pantry. A coupon for $5.00 off your order to
be given if canned goods are brought to donate to the Food Pantry.

§ Office hours during the holidays to be determined by Pastor Martin.

w W w

w

wn

Page 1 of 2
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Committees

WORSHIP
-Janice Naset
Chair/Liason
-Lisa Goettl
-Janet Helgeson
-Kathy Geissler
-Janelle Yeakey

FELLOWSHI
-Lyn Pank
-Pauline Stertz
Liason
-Sue Zwiefelhofer
-Sue Seibel
-Nylah Gust
-Heidi Morning

SOCIAL

-Art Klingenberg
Chair

-Pauline Stertz and
Jordyn Keller
Liasons

-Heidi Keller

-Jeff Cole

-Gregg Anderson

YOUTH &
EDUCATION
-Adam Ewings
Liaison
-Michelle Rufledt
-Kelly Custer
-Marla Paulson

DISCIPLESHIP

-Kathy Faschingauer
and Alice Zinsmaster

Liaisons
-Michelle Gasper
-Alice Zinsmaster
-Sue Nehring
-Carrie Anderson
-Terri Bohl

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
-Tom Buchner
Liaison
-David Lane
-Stub Naset
-Pete Zeman
-Val Rubenzer
-Dennis Rubenzer
-Nadine Bresina
-Rod Schmidt
-Shelly Lane

Council Meeting
November 12, 2013

§ Our Annual Congregational Meeting is set for Sunday, January 26, 2014 after wor-
ship.

Audit Report: None

Mutual Ministry: None

Financial Report:

§ Motion made by Janice Naset and seconded by Jordyn Keller to accept Financial
report. Motion carried.

§ Motion made by Lynette Pank and seconded by Rod Johnson to increase com-
pensation for pianists from $50.00 to $75.00 retroactive to 9/22/13.
Motion carried.

§ Preliminary budget presented and discussed.

Old Business:

§ Membership List Updat&lo discussion

§ Wednesday Dinnet80-70 participating on averagdlotion made by Lynette Pank
and seconded by Tom Buchner for Val Rubenzer to be paid $10.00/hr for num-
ber of hours worked out of proceeds from the Wednesday DinnerdMotion car-
ried.

§ Parent's Nite Oud-5 families participating with 11 kids on average.

§ God's Work/Our Handblone

§ Imagine TogetheWhat groups (Confirmation, new members, etc.) would benefit
from someone fAwal kingo with them.

§ Fund ConsolidatioitComplete except for Youth Fund.

§ Youth Fashion Show/Clothes Closet Repéery successful. Over $1300.00 donated
to the Clothes Closet.

Meeting adjourned with the Lord's Prayer at 8:20 P.M.

Shelly Lane, secretary
Meeting attended by Pastor Martin, Pat Boettcher, Janice Naset, Rod Johnsonj Tc

Buchner, Pauline Stertz, Lynette Pank, Adam Ewings, Kathy Faschingbauer, Jordy
Keller and Shelly Lane.

Page 2 of 2
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Council Updates

A message from the Church Council:

CommitmentP| edge: Just two other words for APromi s'ec
little we APromised our parents to Abehaveo, |[to
commitmenda pl edge) when we marry. We 0 a plesige) whenkve |a
baptize our chil dren. When we have children |of
provide what they need to become adults who Kkino
It is budget setting time for the council at |St
fell owship and make a pPpPedmgiededbo(auppomit @ént|Jo

that will give the council a general idea of what funding it can expect from members in the coming year; in

order to make decisions about both the busine

SS

you have charged the Council with making these fiscal decisions and we need the help of each member sc

can make reasonable and responsible decisions.

| urge each member of the congregati on tdpledge)a

y e

will be for 2014 and return those blue cards. It does not matter what that is: what matters is that you look a

what the The Lord has doned®oand witif y ou and make a # Pr odmwitswehat you o

d

have. The church has needs not only financially but for members to be willing to give of other talents jand ¢

their ti me. Think about what your APromiseo

Thank you,
Pat Boettcher
Council Chair/President

A message from the Social Committee:

Did | remember
to take the price tag
off my gift?

Social Committee the committee is now
preparing for the two December events, Agnes
Table on December #@nd the Blood Mobile on
December 27. Signup sheets for volunteers to
help at both events and for donations will be
available. With the help of all, both events will b
a success. As always, we welcome new membe

m

Jordyn Keller and Pauline Stertz
Committee Liasons

Cca
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Council Updates

A message from the Worship and Music Committee:

As we enter the month of December, our individual families plan what we will be doing to celebrate th
Christmas season. Some of these things are activities that we did as children and now we share and

4]

pass

them on to our new and

The worship committee is |

youngest

00K
Morning Worship we would like to invite any member or family to provide a musical selection during the

family member|s'.

ng to build and (gr

service. What a meaningful way to show glory and thanks to our God for the birth of our Savior, Jesus Chris

If you or your family is interested in participating, please talk to Pastor or any Worship Committee member b

Sunday, December 15

And who
traditions!

knows, in years to

~The Worship Committee

come, t his

may be |spo

A message from the Discipleship Committee:

Do you have some hidden talents? Would you like to help peg
in need? Do you need some extra help? The Discipleship
Committee is developing a congregational survey to determine
congregations' talents and our congregation/community service
areas of interest and/or need. We are wrapping up our stewarc
campaign, but stewardship is much more than monetary giving.
The greatest gift we can give is the gift of time in service to Go
The surveys will be available during all photo sessions for St.
Johnoés Membership Directory
are requesting that each St.
their own survey, but if you have a child younger than 6th grad
who has a desire to serve our church, please encourage them
out their own form. After the surveys are complete the

Di scipleship Committee wil/
appropriate areas of service: groups, committees, tasks, etc. Tt
will be wonderful way to expand membership involvement and
service to our church, our congregation members, our commun
and to God.

()

—_— M

Sue Nehring
Committee Member

The Gift of Giving

Give out of love, not obligation.
Give when it’s least expected.
Give without strings attached.
Give from your beart.
Give of yourself.
Give to show that you care. d,
Give belp without causing belplessness. g
Give something that takes personal sacrifice.
Give to make a difference.
Give without keeping score.
1e s
Give for no reason at all.
Give a little if you can’t give a lot.
Give without attracting attention to yourself.
Give without being asked.
Give of your experience.

Give to those who need it most.
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January thru November 21, 2013

2012 2013 Budget 2013
Beginning Balancei Jan. I* $4,915.00 $23,002.00
Income’i Jan. 17 Nov. 21 $158,371.00% $175,071.00 $213,985.00
Expenses Jan 11 Nov. 21 $148,640.00Q $198,431.00Q $213,985.00Q
Balance $14,646.00 $-358.00
Loan T Peoples State Bank $114,000.00 $94,455.00
Balance Due 10/1
*Includes Loan of $6,000

In today's world, there are so many forms of payment that can be used when giving our offering to thé-ohtincise

of us who cannot be in church every Sunday, a great way to make sure we still help our church pay the bills and mee
benevolence goals is to sign up for Simply Giving through Thrivent Sendicesso easy to doDust print and com-

plete the attached form and turn it in to our church bookkeeper Pat Prill, she will take care of tig hestband and |

have been utilizing Simply Giving for many years, and it is a great piece of mind to know that even if we cannot be in
church, we are still meeting our commitment of giving.

Thank you,
Lynette Pank
AUTHORIZATION FORM The Simply Giving' Program
endorsed by
Name of the organization: e Thrivent Federal Credit Union-
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY ENVELOPE/DONOR # DATE
Effective date of authorization: / /
Type of authorization: O  New authorization O Change donation amount O Change donation date
O Change banking information O Discontinue electronic donation
Last Name First Name
Address
City State Zip
Email Address
DATE OF FIRST DONATION: FREQUENCY OF DONATION: FUNDS: AMOUNTS:
/ / O Weekly — Mondays QO General/Operating $
O Monthly on the 1# Q Other. $
O Monthly on the 15™
Total §
Please debit my donation from my (check one): Routing Number:
D Valid Routing # must start with 0, 1, 2, or 3
0 Savings Account (contact your financial institution for Routing #)
@ ; ’ Account Number:
g O Checking Account (attach a voided check below) 1323050789 123 12305ER OUDG
<>t Check Number
2 Account Number
Routing Number
V]
Z
X
8 | authorize the above organization to process debit entries to my account. | understand that this authority will remain in effect until | provide
(:c) reasonable notification to terminate the authorization.
Authorized Signature: Date:
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#° DECEMBER 2013

Sun Mon
1 2

8 9

15 16
22 23
29 30

Start Date Subject
12/1/2013Advent

Worship Service and

Tue

3

10

17

24

31

12/1/2013Baptism for Colton Andrew Bonczyk

12/1/2013Fellowship Hour
12/1/2013Sunday Learning
12/2/2013Bible Study
12/3/2013Staff Meeting
12/4/2013Lst Wednesday Pizza
12/4/2013Nednesday Meal
12/4/2013Nednesday Learning
12/4/2013Norship Service

12/4/2013Sr. High Youth Meeting with Pastor

12/5/2013Preschool Board Christmas Gathering

12/5/201Friendship Circle

12/8/2013Social Committee Meeting
Worship Service with
12/8/2013Mission Moment from the Gideons

12/8/2013Fellowship Committee Meeting
12/8/2013Fellowship Hour
12/8/2013Sunday Learning
12/9/2013Bible Study
12/10/201hurch Council Meeting
12/11/2013Vednesday Meal

12/11/2013Vednesday Learning
Worship Service with
12/11/2013viission Moment from the Gideons

12/14/2013magine Together
12/14/201Freschool Bake Sale

Wed Thu Fri Sat
4 5 6 7
11 12 13 14
18 19 20 21
25 26 27 28
Start Time End Time  Start Date Subject Start Time End Time
12/14/201hristmas Pageant 4:00 PM
12/14/2013Family Meal 5:00 PM
9:00 AM 12/15/201Freschool Bake Sale
10:00 AM 12/15/2013Norship Service 9:00 AM
10:30 AM 12/15/201F ellowship Hour 10:00 AM
8:00 AM 9:30 AM 12/15/2013Family Gathering for Sun. & Wed Learning Kid9:30 AM
11:00 AM 12/16/201Bible Study 8:00AM  9:30 AM
1:30 PM 12/16/201Freschool Family Christmas Party 6:30 PM
500PM  6:15PM 151172015 taff Meeting 11:00 AM
5:30PM 6:45PM 12/17/201Freschool Family Christmas Party 6:30 PM
7:00PM 12/18/201arolling for 5th and 8th Gr Youth and Adults 5:00 PM
8:00 PM 12/18/2013Nednesday Meal 500PM  6:15 PM
5:30 PM 12/18/2013Norship Service 7:00 PM
12:00 PM 12/19/2013VELCA(Potluck and Singrlong)*Date change12:00 PM
8:30 AM 12/21/201First Day of Winter 11:59 PM
9:00 AM 12/22/2013Norship Service 9:00 AM
10:00 AM 12/23/201Bible Study 8:00 AM  9:30 AM
10:00 AM 12/24/201hurch office open until noon
10:30 AM 12/24/2013Norship 4:00 PM
8:.00AM  9:30 AM 12/24/2013Norship 8:00 PM
6:30 PM 12/25/201hristmas Day 11:59 PM
5:00 PM 6:15 PM 12/25/2013hurch office closed
5:30 PM 6:45 PM 12/25/2013Norship Service 9:00 AM 10:00 AM
7:00 PM 12/29/2013Norship Service 9:00 AM
12/30/201Bible Study 8:00 AM  9:30 AM

12/31/201hurch office closed


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=DwvW4IcKbwYw5M&tbnid=sQeQ-Ls4EjaJ8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.newbyrealty.com%2F2011_12_01_archive.html&ei=1mWTUqXpMsXn2QXZ1IHwDA&bvm=bv.56988011,d.cGU&psig=AF
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Weddings and Baptisms

Congratulations to Bryan and Courtney Lewis on the recent Baptism of their daughter Tessa Marie Lewis!

| R

NRMe
DRUID
RRE MINE

Isa43:l

-
< =55 mumm

Congratulations to David Helland on his
recent baptism!
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TEWARDSHIP comes in all shapes and sizes. Preschool throligihale children have
been experiencing what stewardship is all about during our learning hour. As the children
shared in worship, stewardship applies to lots of areas such as taking care of our stuff, caring
for Godds creation, wusing our time and mone.)
others. Children made banks for tithing and are bringing an offering to our learning hour each
week. Kindergarten through"§rade children cleaned tables after the Wednesday meal, gath-
ered the trash from learning areas, stacked chairs, straightened pews after worship, and re
organized the nursery and worship bags. Children also put together cinnamon and chocolate
chip pancake mixes to sell, helped with setting up the dining hall, cooking, serving and clean up
for the pancake breakfast. Money earned was given to the roof and building repair fund. Stew-
ardship comes in all shapes and sizes. ST. |
roof and building fund. Thank you for supporting our effort.

Blessings, Marla
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RECHARGE YOUR FAITH OUT DECEMBER LEARNING
OF THIS WORLD! Sunday, December 1 & 8
Where:Luther Park, Chetek, WI Preschool through™8Grade

When: January 121, 2014
Wednesday, December 4 & 11

GRADES 35, 68, 912 Preschool through™8Grade
COST: $60 4" & 5" Grade Bible 101
6™, 7" & 8" Grade Confirmation
Includes programming from 7 pm Friday

until 7 pm Saturday, meals, lodging,|| ATTENTION PARENTS: SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY LEARNING

and an AOUT OF THI S CMRETMAS BREAK DECEMBER 19JANUARY 4, 2014
RECHARGE FSHIRT.

WEATHER ALERT!
Parents and youth, rule of |thur
Re‘.harge -« when school is cancelled due to bad weather all learning
R events, scheduled (preschool, elementary, middle school,
(“'/o:) & Sr. high) are cancelled as well.

Christmas Caroling
CHRI ST6 S CORE Wednesday, December 18, 2013

Save the da‘Fes fqr food, fun & | Al members invited to join in the singing with 5" -8" grade youth.
fellowship at its best Board the bus at 5 pm & travel to local nursing homes spreading
) ) Christmas cheer. Return to St.]| Jo

All Sr. High youth & friends

An evening to remember.
invited to first Wednesday pizz
on December 4 at1:30 p.m.in
the dining hall. We look for-
ward to see you!

Bethlehem Bound

Childrendés Chrli st
(starring families)

Saturday, December 14 at 4:00 p.m.
followed by a

Family Meal at 5:00 p.m.

GINGERBREAD PARTY
10:30 am SUNDAY, DEC. 15 EVERYONE WELCOME!
Please bring your favorite Christmas

goodie for dessert

Sunday & Wednesday Preschoef™ grade families and all who
are young at heart are invited to decorate a gingerbread house &
share time together. Meet in the dining room at 10:30 am. Bring
candies for decorating if you like. Please call church office or
email Marla by Dec. 11 with number attending.
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St . Johnos
Preschool News

We ushered in the holiday season with our annual ThanksgivingRdasts Nov. 25th and 26th. Every-

one brought tasty treats to add to our feast, and family members were invited to stay and enjoy snack time
with their child. Families were encouraged to also bringpenshable food items, for the Bloomer Food
Pantry. Now itdos full speed ahead into Christm

Our holiday bake sale will take place Dec. 14th
ety of holiday baked goods available for a donation of your choice. Hope to see you there!

We wi | | host Christmas celebration nights for o
together for crafts, cookie decorating and mixing up magic reindeer food. Classroom parties will be held
Dec. 19th and 20th. The children will exchange Christmas gifts, play holiday games and enjoy their last
day of school before Christmas break.

Final totals are in for our recently held beasthon. It was a terrific fund raising event for the school! The
preschool families gathered pledges and raised $2,649.40. Our congregational members dontated $523.6
which led to Pastor Martin donating $135.00 (as a result of the very exciting strike challenge). Thank you
to everyone who supported us in this effort! T

Thank you for the following individuals whoove
David & Mary Ann Lambert and Gary & Kathleen Stone. $398.00 was deposited into our account as a re-
sult of their designations. And to top things off, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans gifted us with a $250.00
bonus grant just for our participation in their recent campaign. We have truly been blessed by Thrivent,
everyone whodéds directed Choice Dollars to oulr s

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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The Meaning of Christmas ee 1
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\
Just a week before Christmas | had a visitor. This is how it happened. | just finished the household chores for the rlmigh1

and was preparing to go to bed when | heard a noise in the front of the house. | opened the door to the front room, anc
my surprise, Santa himself stepped out from behind the Christmas tree. He placed his finger over his mouth so | V\’OU|C
not cry out. "What are you doing?" | started to ask him. |

|
The words choked in my throat, as | saw he had tears in his eyes. His usual jolly manner was gone. Gone was thg eac
boisterous soul we all knowHe then answered me with a simple statement, TEACH THE CHILDREN! | was puzzleji:
What did he mean? He anticipated my question, and with one quick movement brought forth a miniature toy bag ffom
behind the tree. I

|
As | stood there bewildered, Santa said, Teach the Children! Teach them the old meaning of Christmas. The mear'ing
that a nowa-day Christmas has forgotten! I

Santa then reached in his bag and pulled out a FIR TREE and placed it on the mantle. Teach the Children that thd pur
green color of thestately fir tree remains green all year round, depicting the everlasting hope of maklkithe. nee- |
dles point heavenward, making it a symbol of man's thoughts turning [
toward heaven. I

He again reached into his bag and pulled out a brilliant STAR. Teach the Children that the star was the heavenly slign |
promises long ago.God promised a Savior for the world, and the star was the sign of fulfilment of that promise. 1

|
He then reached into the bag and pulled out a CANDLE. Teach the Children that the candle symbolizes that Chrisi is t
light of the world, and when we see this great light we are reminded of He who displaces the darkness. i

Once again he reached into his bag and then removed a WREATplawsdl it on the tree. Teach the Children that thel
wreath symbolizes the eternal nature of love. Real love never ceases. Love is one continuous round of affection. |

He then pulled out from his bag an ornament of HIMSELF. Teach the Children that Santa Claus symbolizes the géner(
ity and good will we feel during the month of December. |

|
He reached in again and pulled out a HOLLY LEAF. Teach the Children the holly plant represents immortality. It rqpre
sents the crown of thorns worn by our Savior. The red holly berries represent blood shed by Him. I

Next he pulled out a GIFT from the bag and said, "Teach the Children that God so loved the world that He gave Hk or
begotten Son. Thanks be to God for Hisspeakable gift. Teach the Children that the wise men bowed before the holy
babe and presented Him with gold, frankincense, and myrrh. We should give gifts in the same spirit as the wise mgn."

Santa then reached in his bag and pulled out a CANDY CANE and hung it on the tree. Teach the Children that theI car
cane represents the shepherd's crook. The crook on the shepherd's staff helps bring back strayed sheep from theklocl
The candy cane is the symbol that we are our brother's keeper. |

I
He reached in again and pulled out an ANGEL. Teach the Children that it was the angels that heralded in the gIoriPus
news of the Savior's birth. The angels sang 'Glory to God in the highest, on earth, peace and good will.' |

Suddenly | heard a soft twinkling sound, and from his bag he pulled out a BELL. Teach the Children that as the lodt
sheep are found by the sound of a bell, it should bring people to the fold. The bell symbolizes guidance and returnj

Santa looked at the tree and was pleased. He looked back at me and | saw the twinkle was back in his eyes. He sl id,

"Remember, teach the Children the true meaning of Christmas, and not to put me in the center, for | am but a huntble
servant of the One who is, and | bow down and worship Him, our Lord, our God." |

Author unknown
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Poinsettia Sign-Up
Poinsettia Order
Due by: December 18, 2013

Given “in honor of” or “in memory of” a loved one, an
anniversary, birthday, etc.

Donated by: (as you wish it to be in the bulletin.)

Cost is $10.00 per plant.

Place this form and cash or check (payable to St. John’s
Lutheran Church) in an envelope in the offering plate or
drop it off at the church office.

You may take your Poinsettia home after the service
on Christmas Day.

Poinsettia Sale FundRaiser
The Altar Guildés annual poinsettia sale has, be
plant in memory of loved ones or in honor of special people in your life for $10.00 a plant. There is gn
order form attached above or you can find one in the Narthex on the Welcome Station. Proceeds frpm the
plant sale will go toward St. Johnos Altar Guil
Altar Guild orders the flowers form the middle school so both organizations benefit from your genergsity.
Pl ease put your order form with cash or check (
envelope in the offering basket., the church office or church safebdsopThe last day to submitan |

order is Wednesday, Dec. 18th., and plants may be picked up after the 8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Sdrvice.
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LIVING .
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