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B U S I N E S S  N A M E  

St. Johnõs Lutheran Church 
St. Johnõs Lutheran Church is a community of people united to God  and to each 
other by faith in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the 
love of God and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Love of witness, 
proclamation, nurture, service, and outreach at home and abroad will occur 
through faithful use of the scriptures, the sacraments, and prayer.  We are 
motivated by our gratitude to God for his abundant gifts of forgiveness, life , and 
salvation. 
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St. Johnôs Website:  www.Stjohns-bloomer.org  

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

Office number: 715-568-5446 

WISHING YOU A WORSHIP  
FILLED WITH WONDERMENT  

During this month of December, I look forward to the special worship services that we 

will offer.  Once again, during the season of Advent, our Wednesday night liturgy will 

feature the beloved Holden Evening Prayer.  This has been for me (and many of you 

from what I hear!) a favorite liturgy as it sets a mood of reflection and awe.  The lights 

are dimmed, the candles shine in the darkness, the trees are decorated, and the gentle 

melodies move our hearts in ways that science cannot define.   

Our midweek Advent worship will center on the theme, Savior of the Nations, Come: 

The World Prepares for Christôs Birth.  Because Christmas Eve falls on a Wednesday, 

we will have but three midweek Advent services on Dec. 3, 10, and 17.  We will enjoy 

the talents of Kelly Yeakey as she enhances Holden Evening Prayer with her flute.  

These services will be unique from the Sunday service, so please come out and see how 

the Savior of the Nations speaks to you 

 

Our Christmas season will be quite festive as well this year.  I still remember the inde-

scribable feeling I had looking out at the gathered congregation last Christmas Eve early 

service, the single highest attended service in at least 5 years!  308 people came out to 

praise our God, singing Christmas carols, hearing the Christmas story, and sharing in the 

holy meal.  70 more joined together at the late service and experienced the same as well.  

This year, we will introduce our new communion set that was custom made for our con-

text.  We will also enjoy additional brass instrumentation during at least one of the ser-

vices, which will still be held at 4 pm and 8 pm.   

Finally, donôt miss out on the Christmas Day service at 9 am.  We will again hear les-

sons and carols that will feature some of St. Johnôs finest musicians!  If you leave wor-

ship without a smile on your face, something is definitely off (pastoral care will of 

course be availableé)!  

Please come out and celebrate the birthday of our Savior.  If you have friends or other 

family members that are looking for a place of worship, make sure to offer the invita-

tion.  Let them experience the birth of Christ in this festive atmosphere, for Godôs grace 

to us abounds and will touch the hearts of all who are gathered! 

Peace, 

Pastor Martin 

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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November 2 

Today we celebrate the festival of All Saintôs Sunday.  We will remember in our prayers both 

the Saints who have died since last All Saintôs Sunday as well as the Saints that were baptized 

into the faith.  Which of the following is true over the past twelve months? 

a)      3 funerals, 8 baptisms 

b)      5 funerals, 10 baptisms 

c)       10 funerals, 12 baptisms 

d)      7 funerals, 16 baptisms 

November 9 

Many weeks we have lifted up in prayer pastors and other congregational leaders in the first 

petition of our prayers of intercession.  Why? 

a)      They are all people who have contacted our church requesting prayers 

b)      They are people that are in our conference that have been lifted up by our conference 

dean 

c)       They are leaders in our synod that are being prayed for by our synod staff each week 

d)      Because I thoroughly love butchering peopleôs names 

November 16 

Todayôs gospel lesson is about the parable of the talents.  In this context, talents are not be un-

derstood as abilities like being musical, funny, caring, smart, etc.  Instead, a talent is a sum of 

money.  What is one talent worth? 

a)      The daily wage 

b)      About the yearly wage 

c)       About 10 years wages 

d)      About 15 years wages 

The denarius is the daily wage.  One talent is better defined as 6,000 days of work. 

November 23 

One of the most common questions I have addressed from people of other denominations is 

why we use the word, ñcatholicò in the Apostlesô and Nicene Creeds.  Why do we use 

ñcatholicò instead of ñChristianò? 

a)      It reflects the more accurate translation from the original texts 

b)      To strengthen our relationship with the Roman Catholic Church 

c)       Our newer hymnal editors wanted to make subtle changes to the entire liturgy 

d)      To see if anyone would notice 

We have used the term ñcatholicò in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal and the Lu-

theran Book of Worship.  The Service Book and Hymnal reads, ñthe original and generally 

accepted textò as a footnote in both creeds!  Prior to that, the Lutheran hymnals utilized 

ñChristianò.  ñChristianò and ñcatholicò both mean the church universal. 

November 30 

Today marks the first Sunday of Advent, the beginning of the Church liturgical calen-

dar.  What does the term Advent mean? 

a)      It comes from the Greek word for adventure 

b)      It comes from the Latin word for coming 

c)       It comes from the Hebrew word for invent 

d)      It comes from the Norwegian word for bring on the lefse! 

 

How much do you know about St. Johnôs Lutheran Church worship? 
Answers: Nov. 2-D; Nov-9-C; Nov 16-D; Nov 23-A; Nov. 30-B 
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Meeting called to order: by President Pat Boettcher at 6:30p.m. 

Opening devotion and prayer:  given by Rod Johnson 

Agenda Amendment:  Motion made by Alice Zinsmaster,  seconded  by Kathy Faschingbauer to 

include staff and building issues.  Motion Carried. 

Agenda Approval: Motion made by Alice Zinsmaster,  seconded by Lynette Pank to approve 

agenda. Motion carried. 

Council Minutes Approval: Motion made by Lynette Pank,  seconded  by Janice Naset to approve 

October council meeting minutes.  Motion carried. 

Council Member Comments:  None 

Congregational Comments:  Where information of Memorials (name and dollar amount) are pub-

lished.    

Committee Reports: 

Youth & Education- None at this time  

Discipleship- Information/descriptions  for Ministry Opportunities booklet is collected and 

ready for publication 

Worship: -Music choices and holiday service schedule made through New Year Holiday. 

Fellowship: None at this time 

Social Ministy: December Agnes Table needs to be organized  

Property: None at this time 

Chair Report: In agreement between Bethel Lutheran and St Johnôs  insurance coverage for Pastor 

Martin and his family has been renewed for 2015.  New requirements  in Pre-School  Licensing for 

2015. 

  Pastorôs Report: 
Membership Update: Membership by baptism;  Aubrey Holm, Harper Edwards.  New mem-

bers; Cathy Calkins( Brian, Mitchel, Tylor), Beth & Tyler Halverson.  Transferred members 

to Church Triumphant;  Sally Prill, Darlene Downey, Kitty Mowry, John Bitney, Irwin 

Benson.   Motion made by Tom Buchner and seconded by Kathy Faschingbauer to approve 

membership changes.  Motion carried. 

Wednesday Night Dinner: Attendance is going well.   

Parents Night Out:  Possible thought of meeting at the ñBloomer Bowling Alleyò for meal and 

socializing. 

Pastor Visits:  Colfax Nursing Home, Maplewood, Hetzelôs  & Hospital. 

Staff issues: Stove top (burner) and oven not heating properly.  St Johnôs is in need of a new 

carpet shampooer  and a second vacuum cleaner.  Motion made by Alice Zinsmaster and 

seconded by Tom Buchner to contact Butchôs Appliance to service stove and  have Val and 

Dennis (custodians) to purchase new shampooer and vacuum, cost will be covered  from 

property designated funds.   St Johnôs Facility Usage Policy:  Motion made by Adam Ew-

ings and seconded by Alice Zinsmaster to accept facility usage policy.   Pat Boettcher sug-

gested that current policies/practices to be reviewed and updated.   

Financial Report:  A couple of questions  in regard to print out of report, Lynette Pank will talk 

with Pat Prill.  Motion made by Janice Naset and seconded by Tom Buchner  to accept Financial 

Report.  Motion carried. 
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Council Meeting 

November 11, 2014 
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Old Business:   

Credit Card:  St Johnôs will have two credit cards with procedure guidelines on card usage. 

Dream Team/Long Range Planning:  Need 5-7 people for the team.   

Nomination committee:  Meeting scheduled  for November 

New Business:   

Fundraising Calendar breakdown will be as follows:     1st Qtr -Clothes closet,            

2nd Qtr ïYouth,                  3rd Qtr -food pantry,       4th Qtr- Pre-school. 

 

Meeting adjourned and closed with the Lordôs Prayer: Lead by Pastor Martin at 8:00p.m. 

 

Pauline Stertz, council member 

 

Meeting attended by Pastor Martin,  Kathy Faschingbauer, Rod Johnson, Tom Buchner, Alice Zins-

master, Jordyn Keller, Pat Boettcher, Janice Naset, Adam Ewings, Lynette Pank, Pauline Stertz, at-

tending  guest Phil Skaar. 
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It is poinsettia time again! If you would like to order poinsettia/s to honor loved ones or the memory 

of a friend or family member, please fill out the poinsettia order slip located either in your bulletin 

or at the greeting center. The poinsettias cost $10.00 a plant. Please put the order slip, cash or a check 

made out to St. John's Lutheran in an envelope marked "poinsettia order". You can put the envelopes 

in the offering plate, in the locked drop box outside the office door or in the church office.  The order 

is due by Dec. 17th. Names of persons honored will be listed in Christmas service bulletins. The   

flowers may be taken home after the   Christmas Day service. Thank you for helping decorate our 

church for Christmas and for supporting the Altar Guild. 
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Financial Report - Nov.  2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Hymnal Angels will be on sale after church on the following Sundayôs:  November 30th, December 7th, 14th, 

21st and on the following Wednesdayôs: December 3rd, 10th and 17th.  If you canôt make it to church, please 

contact Lisa Goettl @ 715-828-4915 or Janice Naset @ 715-568-5615.   Cost is $20.00.  Proceeds will go    

towards the Worship and Music fund. 
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Memorials 

June 1 - Nov 16, 2014 



  

 
P A G E  9  

JOY TO THE WORLD!  

What better way to show the joy we experience at our Saviorôs birth than by way of music!  The Worship 

Committee would love to have you individually or within your group provide special music for our 

Christmas Day Worship, which will be held at 9 am.  Worship, traditions and family are all a part of 

Christmas.  Please consider encompassing all three with providing a musical selection as part of this        

special St. Johnôs service.  If you need a little assistance in selecting a song-talk to Pastor Martin and he 

can give you some ideas for options.  

Are you in the holiday mood and feel the need to share it with others or do you 

need some inspiration to get into the Christmas spirit? If so, please join the Altar 

Guild in decorating the church for Christmas. We will be meeting at church on 

Sat. Dec. 6th at 9:00 AM. We need helpers for indoor and outdoor decorating.    

If you have any questions, please call or email Sue Nehring, 715-933-0181 or   

suenehring@bloomer.net 

mailto:suenehring@bloomer.net
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ñFeeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a present and not giving it.ò 

~William Arthur Ward 

        WEATHER ALERT!  

Parents and youth, rule of thumb for St. Johnôs Lu-

theran, when school is cancelled due to 

bad weather all learning events, sched-

uled (preschool, elementary, middle 

school, & Sr. high) are cancelled as well. 

ROAD TRIP LUTHER PARK RECHARGE  

January 9-10, 2015 

7 pm Friday-7 pm Saturday 

3rd-12th Grade 

Special music: 513 FREE 

Cost: $75.00 per youth 

To register: pick up form from Marla or church 

office, online @ lutherpark.org. Or attend   

meeting at 6:50 pm Dec. 17 in dining hall.  

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17 

Board bus @ 5:15 pm, St. Johnôs parking lot 

Travel with 5th-8th grade youth to Maplewood, 

Hetzels, Country Terrace spreading 

Christmas cheer.                                                 

BUTTERBRAID PASTRY PICK UP  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17 AFTER 12 PM 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST. JOHNôS YOUTH 

FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULES  

Sunday: 10:15am-11:25am 

Preschool: Ages 3, 4, & sometimes 5 

Rotation Workshop: Kindergarten through 3rd Grade 

Wednesday: 5:40pm-6:50pm 

Preschool: Ages 3, 4, & sometimes 5 Rotation        

Workshop: Kindergarten through 3rd Grade 

4th & 5th Grade ñBible 101ò 

Confirmation: 6th, 7th & 8th Grade 

Sr. High Youth: To be announced 

SAVE THE DATE  

* January 11, 2015: 9th Grade Confirmation at 9 am Worship 

* January 18 & 21: Childrenôs voices during Worship 

DEC. 7 @ 10:15 AM 

St. Johnôs Dinning Hall 

Food & Fellowship at Its Best 

Monetary Donations Appreciated 

ATTENTION PARENTS: SUNDAY &  

WEDNESDAY FAITH FORMATION  

 

CHRISTMAS BREAK DECEMBER 22 -JANUARY 3, 2015 
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LIGHT A CANDLE FOR THE SAVIOR  

CHILDRENôS CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 

4:00 PM 

ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS INVITED  

5:00 PM FAMILY MEAL IN DINING HALL  

Please bring your favorite Christmas goodie for dessert 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS PARTY  

 

WHO: CHILDREN, MEMBERS, FRIENDS OF ST. JOHNôS 

WHAT: BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS 

WHEN: 10:15 AM SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 

WHERE: ST. JOHNôS FELLOWSHIP & DINING HALL 

Celebrate Jesusô birthday with Greg Bakerôs Confirmation group for birthday games in the fellowship hall 

& enjoy cake and beverage in the dining hall  

 

AA Batteries needed to light the 

candles for the Childrenôs Christ-

mas pageant. Please consider      

donating batteries by Dec. 15. Drop 

off basket on brown desk outside 

Marlaôs office. Thank you in       

advance. You make my heart smile. 

St. Johnôs Children & Marla 
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St. Johnôs Preschool News  


