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Church News - 

Calendar
 

Letters from 

Pastor Halom 
 

Faith Statements 

Christmas Letter 

from Bishop Laurie 

St. John’s Website:  www.Stjohns-bloomer.org  

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

Office number: 715-568-5446 

GO TEAM!  
Amanda Ritchie 
As promised, today I’d like to introduce you to another of our coveted staff members. 
Last June, I was able to meet Amanda Ritchie on Zoom as part of the preschool staff 
interview process.  I was at home recovering from Covid.  At the conclusion of the in-
terview, I left incredibly impressed with her composure and maturity, particularly for a 
young adult of her age.  What followed only solidified my instincts. 
Amanda and Jamie Nelson (whom I’ll cover next month!) were both so eager to get 
things rolling, despite the fact that our preschool staff are scheduled to work August-
May.  Amanda dove right in, handling so many of the tasks to get our preschool fully 
licensed again as the administrator.  Here are some of the tasks she handles in her 
administrative capacity: 
Communications - Amanda grabbed the reins and took over the Facebook account, 
which led to many families enrolling their children in the preschool.  

 

Licensing - Amanda made sure that all of the details to be fully licensed were complet-
ed.  She also took on a leadership role with a group called “Youngstar”, which will also 
help us be a highly rated preschool through their grants and guidance in children’s 
programming. 

 

Teaching - Clearly gifted with personal skills, Amanda has shown great skills in work-
ing with both the children and their parents.  She has a patient way of connecting with 
them indeed!  

 

There is much more to share, but I also want to introduce her as our youth director! 
When the youth committee met over the summer to determine how to fill the vacancy 
in the youth director position, we concluded that it would be worth our while to see if 
Amanda had any interest, despite her primary experience having worked with younger 
children.  After speaking with Amanda, we concluded that she could offer 15 hours 
each week on average to help us out.  This speaks to her courage to explore new 
paths and open herself to new opportunities.  Because Amanda was willing to serve in 
this role, our youth ministry continues to be strong: 
Wednesday evening faith formation - Amanda not only gets the night going for the Je-
sus and Me (JAM) age groups, but she also selected the curriculum for the volunteer 
teachers and prepares their classrooms to make their jobs easier.  

 

Youth in Action - This is our high school ministry that meets twice per month.  She not 
only is the lone staff working with them, but she has helped explore new possibilities 
from previous years, such as asking families to host an evening.  This is her first stint 
working with high school youth and she is adapting quite well!  

 

Youth Committee - Amanda has also helped recruit new youth to the youth committee 
to join our devoted parents.  From this group, we have added a new opportunity never 
tried before: A Harry Potter movie study.  An avid Harry Potter fan herself, Amanda 
has provided great behind the scenes leadership here as well.  

 

(continued on page 4) 

 

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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Prayers of Healing for our Church Family 

Emmett Larson; Pastor Dale Chesley (Pastor Melinda’s uncle); Melissa Bloomfield 

(Pastor Melinda’s sister); Erik Larson; Shelli Rogge; Connor Larson; Arlene Christianson; 

Bob Kerckhove; Renee Grambo; Steve Trubshaw; Dohna Kerckhove (Pat Prill’s daugh-

ter); Kyle Rufledt; Kelly Custer; Dick Keller (Jamie’s father). 

    Please Join Our Church Family In Prayer 

         As we enter the month of December please join our  
church family  in prayer.  Below you will find a list of those who we will 

be praying for. If you  or someone you  know would like to be added to 

  one of the list please stop by the church office,  call the  office at   
   715-568-5446 ,  or email the information to:   

stjohnsl-secretary@bloomer.net 

Prayers for our Active Military 

Dalton Grambo, Danielle Shipman,  

Kelsey Leavens, Trenton Beaudette 

Prayers for the Saints 

Prayers for the week of December 4th:  Betty Rihn; Beverly Rihn; Eva Rihn; Janell, Mark 

Justin and Karson Rihn; Jason, Jean, Leo and Wyatt Rihn; Jeff  and Brandi Rihn; Jerry 

Rihn; Joyce Rihn. 

Prayers for the week of December 11th:  Patti and Tyler Rihn; Rosella Rihn; Amanda 

Ritchie and Matthew and Emmett Larson; Janet Rogge; Jeff, Shelli and Samantha 

Rogge; Andrew, Chassy, Cora and Corbin Roggenbuck; Daniel, Suzette and Travis 

Rosenbrook.  

Prayers for the week of  December 18th:  Casey, Corey and Stella Rosenbrook; Barb 

Ross; Dennis and Val Rubenzer; Kyle, Michelle, Jenna and Mikayla Rufledt; Gina and Mi-

chael Sarauer; Ashley Sarauer; Gregory, Nichole and Theodore Sarauer. 

Prayers for the week of  December 25th:  Barry, Melissa, Alexander and Morgan Sarauer;  
Erin Schell, Bella Wilmes and Christina Wohld; Josh, Tara, Briggs, Connor and Reid 

Schemenauer; Carly, Zachary and Madden Schimmel; Nancy Schindler; Virginia 

Schindler.  
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FAITH STATEMENT 
I have felt God’s presence on a few occasions.  One time being the day of my grandpa’s funeral.  I had taken 
his death very hard.  So, I turned to God for help.  I had been sitting in the pews praying to him to guide me 
through the pain I was feeling, and he had done just that.  When I was done praying, I felt a wave of relief.  God 
taught me that death is a scary and terrible thing, but it is also so beautiful.  

 

FAITH STATEMENT 
I have some friends that don’t go to church but they still respect my beliefs and some even believe in God and 
Jesus without going to worship every week. They already have somewhat of an understanding of who Jesus is 
and what sacrifices he has made, but to my friends that don’t know who Jesus is or what he has done I would 
simply tell them what he died for and how he loves everyone. If I made a new friend tomorrow I would start by 
telling them that Jesus died to free us from our sins, and how God loved us so much that he let Jesus die on 
the cross, so that he would have a life after death. Others might believe in very different things than I do but, 
sometimes it's interesting to learn what others believe and put their faith into.  

Isaiah 41:10 (NIV) 

"So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I 
will uphold you with my righteous right hand." 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 

9:00am Worship Service  

28 

8:00am Bible Study  

29 30 

Last Day for Butterbraid Sales  

2:00pm Bible Study  

4:45pm - 5:30pm Wednesday Meals  

6:45pm Worship Service  

1 

5:00pm Preschool 

Committee Meeting  

7:00pm New Auburn 

Choir Rehearsal  

2 3 

8:30am - 11:00am 

Christmas Decorating  

7:00pm New Auburn 

Choir Performance  

4 

9:00am Worship Service - 

Baptism Beau Allen Bathke  

5 

8:00am Bible Study  

5:00pm Youth Committee 

Meeting  

6 

1:00pm Staff Meeting  

7 

2:00pm Bible Study  

4:45pm - 5:30pm Wednesday Meals  

5:30pm-6:30pm  Christmas Pageant 

Rehearsal  

6:45pm Worship Service  

8 

9:30am Pastor's 

Conference  

9 10 

11 

9:00am Worship Service  

2:00pm Harry Potter Bible 

Study  

5:30pm Youth In Action at 

Bohl Residence  

12 

8:00am Bible Study  

13 

1:00pm - 4:00pm 

Quilting Group  

5:30pm Church 

Council Meeting  

14 

2:00pm Bible Study  

4:45pm - 5:30pm Wednesday Meals 

5:30pm-6:30pm Christmas Pageant 

Rehearsal  

5:30pm-6:30pm Christmas Caroling, 

confirmation & high school students 

6:45pm Worship Service  

15 16 17 

18 

9:00am Worship Service  

10:00am St. John's Luther-

an Foundation Board Annu-

al Meeting  

19 Deadline for Poin-
settia Orders 
 
8:00am Bible Study  

1:00pm Staff Meeting  

6:00pm - 7:00pm Pre-

school Christmas Party 

with Families  

20 21 

2:00pm Bible Study  

5:30pm - 6:30pm Wednesday 

Meals  

6:45pm Worship Service - JAM 

Christmas Pageant  

22 23 
 
Preschool 
Closed until 
Jan. 2, 2023  

 

Deadline for 
Newsletter 
Submissions 

24 

4:00pm Christmas 

Eve Worship  

8:00pm Christmas 

Eve Worship  

25 

9:00am Christmas Day 

Worship (youth musicians)  

 

 

26 

8:00am Bible Study 

(tentative)  

27 28 

2:00pm Bible Study  

4:45pm - 5:30pm Wednesday Meals  

6:45pm Worship Service  

29 30 31 
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Deadline for January 

2023 Newsletter 

If you would like to  

submit  

anything for the newsletter,  

please make sure to get it 

to the church secretary no 

later than  

December 23rd.  
Thank You!! 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

Wednesday Meals are BACK!!

Every Wednesday from 
4:45 – 5:30 p.m. come and 

join your friends and 
family at St. John’s for 

a DELICIOUS meal!  

Cost is $5 per person or    
$15 per family

(GO TEAM!—continued from page 1) 

Amanda has definitely been a welcome addition to our staff, even as she navigates a lot of difficult life chang-
es.  Not only did she just move to Bloomer, start two new jobs at a new church, get engaged, but she has also 
had to navigate difficult health issues with her two year old son, Emmett.  From my unique perspective, I truly 
feel that her deep faith is how she’s been able to handle all of this, knowing that she is not alone and benefits 
from other’s help.  To be honest, I fully believe that Amanda is evidence of answered prayer.  She is without 
question central to a vibrant preschool and youth ministry, a true gift to our church!  

 

Pastor Martin 

St. John’s is beginning to set up 

Meals On Wheels
For January

If you would be available for one 
or more weeks in January to drive 
and/or deliver meals, please sign up in 
the Narthex or contact 

Janice Naset at 568-5615 -- or --

Martha Libersky at 568-4653
To schedule.

Thank you for helping with this 
community project!

Financial 

Update

Month of _______ Year to Date

INCOME
$16,117 $250,533

(Incl gift 

of  $82K)

EXPENSES
$19,788 $184,353

Difference
($ 3,671) $66,180

OCT 2022 JAN -OCT

Current Balance 
on Line of Credit

$11,012

Following 9:00 Service

Quilting Group 
Will be meeting on 

December 13th 

at 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Pointsettia order forms 

are now available.
Pick them up in the Narthex or 

outside of  the church office.
Please return no later than Dec. 

19th with payment to the church 

office or drop into the safe 

outside of  the office.

Cost is $10 per plant.

NEW AUBURN COMMUNITY CHOIR

×St. John’s is hosting the             

New Auburn Community Choir   

on December 3rd at 7 p.m.
×Coffee and bars following the 

performance provided by the 

fellowship committee

ÃÙèMç »¼ºÆÉ¸Ë¼!!
This Saturday, Dec. 3 rd, 

8:30 to 11:00am

It is time to bring our sanctuary into 
the Christmas Spirit!  All are welcome 

to come and help us decorate!
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Call to Order - meeting was called to order at  5:50 pm by Adam Anderson, Council President.  

 

Opening Devotion – Pastor Martin led the council in a scripture discussion.  The council read Galatians 3:23-29 
and answered the questions: What do you notice?, What do you wonder about?, What is God calling you to do 
in this text?.  Pastor then led the council in prayer.  

 

Stewardship Presentation – Gary Heading on creating a culture of generosity 
Approval of the Agenda - a motion was made by Janelle Yeakey to approve the agenda, seconded by Alicia 
Bonczyk. Motion carried.  

 

Approval of Minutes - a motion was made by  Sarah Wittrock  to approve the minutes from the October 10, 2022 
meeting, seconded by Pat Prill. Motion carried.  

 

Financial Report -  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A motion was made by Pat Prill to take $3000 from the undesignated memorials to pay Portico and taxes. Se-
conded by Sarah Wittrock. Motion carried.   
A motion was made by Alicia Bonczyk  to approve the financial report. Seconded by Janelle Yeakey. Motion 
carried.  

  

Old Business 

 

Thrivent – no update 

 

Nomination committee – Janice Naset, Kathy Tozer, Martha Libersky  

 

Discipleship committee – discussion about utilizing Gary Heading as pulpit supply  

 

New Business 

 

Preschool #’s vs $ - money from designated preschool fund was transferred over to cover costs  

 

Council $ - discussion on possible ways to house the money, look at different locations with better interest 
rates 

 

Silent Messengers – possible date of December 17th, early afternoon. New Auburn Community Choir on De-
cember 3rd at 7 pm.  

 

December and January meeting dates – doodle poll will be sent to determine best date (Monday or Tuesday)  

 

Proposed Budget 

 

Discussion on proposed budget for 2023.  Consideration of expenses for street repairs in Summer 2023. Dis-
cussion on payroll for 2023.  Further discussion will occur at December meeting.  

 

Reports 

 

Pastor Report –  

 

A motion was made by Janelle Yeakey to accept membership changes of welcoming Brooks Boese, Brock 
Graski, Jerzei Graski through baptism, new member Marie Paulus, and transfer to the church triumphant of 
Maggie Olson. Seconded by Alicia Bonczyk.  Motion carried.  
Additional Items and Announcements  

 

Next Meeting: will be determined by doodle poll  

 

Adjournment - a motion was made at 8:45 pm by Alicia Bonczyk to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Pat 
Prill.  Motion carried. 

 

Members Present: Janelle Yeakey, Pastor Martin Halom, Sarah Wittrock, Alicia Bonczyk, Jeff Cole, Adam An-
derson, Pat Prill  Members Absent: Terri Smith, Katelyn Bohl, Jamie Keller, Marcy Trubshaw  

 

Minutes submitted by Janelle Yeakey, Secretary 

 Year to Date ( Jan 2022-Oct 2022) 

Income $250,439.05 (includes gift of 
$82,000)  

Expenses $184,352.60  

Difference $66,086.55 

Current SFB Line of Credit $11,181.39  
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Youth in Action  
 

High School students, Youth in Action will 
be held on Sunday, December 11th at the 
Bohl residence: 11378 County Highway SS, 
Bloomer, WI 54724. Our activity for this 
event will be a White Elephant Gift Ex-
change. High school students can either 
find something at their homes or spent $5-
10  on their gift. Please make sure your gift 
is wrapped or in a gift bag so there is an 
element of surprise.  

 

Youth in Action Hosts for 2023  
We are still looking for high school families 
to host for one YIA gathering each month. If 
you would be interested in learning more 
about that, please contact Amanda Ritchie 
- mobile (715)279-6962 or email aman-
da_stjohnspreschool@aol.com. 

Christmas Pageant  
 

Wednesday, December 21st will be 
our Christmas Pageant this year. 
We will have two more rehearsals 
in place of JAM on December 7th, 
and December 14th.  
Dinner will be held from 5:30– 
6:30 PM prior to the pageant        
beginning.  

Quake 
Middle and high school students, save the following dates.  

February 10-12 (Wisconsin Dells) or  

March 17-19, 2023 (Twin Cities),  

will be this yearõs Quake event. We are excited about this oppor-

tunity for our youth, as it has been a success before!  

More information will be shared soon with our youth families. If 

any questions arise, please contact Amanda Ritchie or Pastor 

Martin.  
 

 

Harry Potter Bible Study  
 

    We are going to be hosting a Harry Potter bible    
  study beginning on Sunday, December 11th from  
  2:00 – 5:00PM. If you are interested in attending,  
 please contact Amanda Ritchie or Pastor Martin.   
We will be showing Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets at this event. All ages are welcome! We do 
ask that if you have not seen the first movie before 
this showing that you do catch up so that the story-
line makes more sense.  
“We are only as strong as we are united, as weak as 
we are divided.” -Albus Dumbledore  

ǭɱϝɭɾɱϝʀɴɭɺɷɲʁɸϝɲɻɾϝɭɸɸϝʃɴɻϝɴɭɰϝʀɴɱϝɭɮɵɸɵʀʅϝ
ʀɻϝɴɱɸɼϝɿʁɼɼɻɾʀϝɻʁɾϝǯɻʁʀɴϝǣɵɺɵɿʀɾʅϝɼɾɻ̷
ɳɾɭɹϝʀɴɾɻʁɳɴϝʀɴɵɿϝɲʁɺɰɾɭɵɿɱɾ̵ϝǘʁʀʀɱɾϝ
ǘɾɭɵɰɿϝɭɾɱϝɿɱʀϝʀɻϝɯɻɹɱϝɵɺϝɻɺϝǭɱɰɺɱɿɰɭʅ̲ϝǚɱɯɱɹɮɱɾϝͮͯʀɴ̵ϝ 

Christmas Caroling 

  

The confirmation students are going to 
be going next door to the apartments 
to sing Christmas carols on Wednes-
day, December 14th from 5:30-6:30pm. 
High school students are welcome to 
join! Music books will be provided.  
 

There will be no Faith For-
mation (JAM or Confirma-
tion) on Wednesday, 
December 28th . Enjoy 

your Christmas break!  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=11378+County+Highway+SS+Bloomer%2C+WI+54724
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=11378+County+Highway+SS+Bloomer%2C+WI+54724
mailto:amanda_stjohnspreschool@aol.com
mailto:amanda_stjohnspreschool@aol.com
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                           Sneak Peek into the Program 
Amanda and Jamie have a lot packed into the month of Decem-
ber. In this coming month, our various themes that will be ex-
plored are Hibernation; Snow; Polar Animals; and Holidays 
Around the World. The children follow weekly focus walls that 
teach them their letters, shapes, colors, and numbers. As teach-
ers, we integrate these subject areas into our curriculum plans 
and daily activities that the children can choose from.  

 

Dates to Consider 
Friday, December 23rd through Monday, January 2nd, we will be 

closed along with the Bloomer School District for Winter Break. We are looking forward to seeing 
our students again on Tuesday, December 3rd. We hope that everyone has a nice holiday break and 
stays safe for while traveling.  

 

PJs and a Movie Day 
We will be having movie days on Monday, December 19th and Tuesday, December 20th in our thea-
ter room upstairs. Children can stay in their jammies that morning and enjoy a holiday movie about 
Christmas.  

 

Class Christmas Parties 
We will be doing little class Christmas parties on Wednesday, December 21st and Thursday, De-
cember 22nd as we lead into Winter Break. At our class parties, our students can expect their gift 
exchanges, Christmas music, and treats. We are excited to celebrate this time of year with all of our 
students.  

 

Family Christmas Party 
On Monday, December 19th, we are looking forward to gathering all of our students and their fami-
lies together once more to celebrate Christmas. This event will be from 6-7pm downstairs in our 
shared preschool space. We plan on having each family bring a plate of cookies to share with oth-
ers, along with hot cocoa and milk for refreshments provided by the preschool. Ms. Ritchie and Miss 
Nelson will have a few simple crafts for the children and their families to make and take home be-
fore the night is over.  

?.VM 3LA> IL.M*5AA= MO!33Ô 
Amanda Jamie 

Faith Statement 
L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭΦ IŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾƛƻǊΦ aȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ 
ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ 
aȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǎƘŀǇŜ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōȅ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƳŜ ōŀǇǝȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ 
ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǝƳŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  
{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
ŀǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

 

.ȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜϥǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ  IŀǾƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ IŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǿƛƭƭπ
ƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ  
Řƻ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ   IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǿƛǎŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ  
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

"ÉÂÌÅ 6ÅÒÓÅȡ 'ÁÌÁÔÉÁÎÓ ΨȡΫ  3Ï ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÎÏÔ ÇÒÏ× ×ÅÁÒÙ ÉÎ ÄÏÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÒÉÇÈÔȟ ÆÏÒ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÁÐ ÁÔ ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔ 
ÔÉÍÅȟ ÉÆ ×Å ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÐȢ  



  

 
P A G E  8  

ADVENT TO BRING SOME NEW WITH THE OLD 
 
As we turn the page to the new year on the liturgical calendar, we will continue our midweek Ad-
vent worship experiences, which will again significantly differ from our Sunday morning experi-
ences.  As usual, the liturgy will be the beloved, Holden Evening Prayer.  But wait until you hear 
the new! 
 
Our theme for the midweek services is Do you See what I See?, the first verse of one of my favor-
ite Christmas carols, Do you Hear what I Hear? As part of the service, we will sing this carol each 
week!   The theme is based on a pretty simple concept.  When you look at God/Jesus, what do 
you see?  Is what you see the same as what I see?   
 
It’s commonly known that the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) all write about the 
same story, but from very different perspectives.  That is why many stories are common to each 
gospel, yet each gospel is distinctively different.  I fully believe that our church would share that 
quality.  We’ve all experienced God in many different ways from many different perspectives.   
Because I’m continually in the mode of exploring our mission statement (Growing disciples who 
eagerly share Christ’s love) in new ways, we will again experiment during the midweek ser-
vices.  Rather than hearing from a single source (namely me!) about my experience with God, we 
will engage in conversation each week and share our own experiences with God.  My own experi-
ence has been that when I manage to verbalize my own thoughts with others, they become more 
real and deeply rooted.  When I hear thoughts from others, I also benefit because of hearing a 
new perspective, something I can agree or disagree with.  I hope you’ll take this opportunity to 
learn and teach in a safe, small group setting with our church family.  Even if you worship online, 
you could still have a meaningful conversation with a friend or family member to share in this ex-
perience!   

 

Here’s our weekly breakdown: 

 

Nov. 30 - Is God always in control, sometimes in control, or never in control?  Does everything 
happen for a reason? 
 
Dec. 7 -  Why do good things happen to bad people?  Why do bad things happen to good people? 
 
Dec. 14 - Is God more about judgment or forgiveness?  Does God lean toward law or gospel? 
 
Dec. 21 - Children’s Christmas pageant with Holy Communion 
 
Just in case you find the above questions intimidating, please know that our confirmation stu-
dents had amazing discussions about them while covering the Apostle’s Creed this fall.  You can 
too!  Hope to see you grow in your discipleship as we share our respective beliefs! 
 

Pastor Martin 
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        òFrom Worry to Wonderó  
            A Christmas Message from Bishop Laurie 

On June 19, 2020 our granddaughter was born. She was born three months into the pandemic. Her parents were 

worried. Her grandparents were worried. It is challenging enough to be pregnant and give birth in the best of 

times but to give birth in the middle of a worldwide pandemic is an even greater worry. We worried about the 

unknown dangers this virus might present to the mother, the unborn baby, and the new born baby. Our worries 

kept us up at night. Our worries were relieved when she was finally born, perfect in every way. Our worry gave 

way to wonder-filled joy. Worry transformed to wonder as we looked back to see how God was holding and car-

rying them through the unavoidable worry. Our worry transformed to gratitude and wonder watching for what 

God would be up to next in her tiny life. 

Itõs December 2022. We prepare to celebrate the birth our Lord Jesus.  This Advent we come with our fears and 

worries too. We are living in the midst of challenging times in our country. The very foundation of our nation 

seems less stable. We each come with our own personal set of worries and fears about our families, health, fi-

nances, work, safety, the futureéWhat is it that keeps you up at night? What are you worried about today?  

Folks across our church are experiencing doubts and uneasiness about the future of their church. Does it keep 

you up at night? What are the threats to your churchõs future? How can the conversation move from fear and 

worry to wonder? As the miracle of Christõs birth is celebrated this season, we can move from worry to wonder. 

We wonder what God is up to now in this day and age. Together we wonder what Godõs will is for the future of 

our church. Together we wonder; how can we use the abundance and blessings, (what we do have and opportuni-

ties in front of us), to make a difference in Jesusõ name.   

 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord 

stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, òDo not be afraid.  

Luke 2:8-10a 

Shepherds living in the fields watched over their sheep to keep them safe. There were dangers that kept the shep-

herds up at night and plenty of things for the shepherdõs to worry about in the cold night like wild animals, preda-

tors, thieves, & bad weather. There was so much to worry about, but one night an angel of the Lord, all shiny and 

bright appeared and transformed their fears and worldly worry to divine wonder.   

To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.ó And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, òGlory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!ó Luke 2:11-14 

Friends, you are precious, beloved, baptized children of God. We know that the antidote to worry is to trust in 

God.  

During this Advent, Christmas and Epiphany season I pray that your worries will be transformed to wonder at 

what God is doing and promises to do in your lives and in our churches. May the miracle of Christõs birth trans-

form your worries to wonder! I am grateful for your partnership in ministry.  

Peace be with you, 
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   PASTORAL/ CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
Need a visit? Yearning for Holy Communion?  Have a 
problem? Want to suggest ways we can be of more help 
to you and your family? Feel youõd like to pray with 
someone? 

CALL: Pastor Martin Halom 
Church # 715-568-5446, extension 11 
Home # 715-568-1515 
Cell # 517-505-6509 

Email: pastormartin@bloomer.net 

Christmas Service Schedule
Christmas Eve: 4:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Christmas Day: 9:00 a.m.


