
  

 

We give thanks to the following families who have  

contributed to the beauty of our church. 

Donated by                                                                        In honor or memory 

Sam & Wendy LaGesse & family                  In memory of Ruth & Lewis LaGesse and In 

memory of Larry Loew  

Jane Peterson                                                  In memory of Bill Peterson and Bryon Peterson 

Grandpa & Grandma Steinmetz             In memory of Kristen  Rogge 

Sis & Bob          In memory of Violet & LaVern Hass 

Rich & Jan Helgeson                                                         In memory of Harold & Genevieve Custer 

Tom & Rose Marie Powell                                                In memory of Ed & Ida Powel and Eckhardt 

           ñShortyò & Bernadette Nimitz 

Eva & Ken Newton                                                           Gloria Lunemann 

Alice Zinsmaster & family                                                In memory of Quentin J. Zinsmaster 

Debi Lewis                        In memory of Erin VanStelle 

Maryann Weideman & Family       Wilbert ñDubò Weideman 

Marie Weideman                       Henry & Lena Weideman 

Nylah Gust         In memory of Gregory, Arlyn, and Becky 

Kathy Ludwigson             Norbert Ludwigson 

Martha Libersky              In memory of Clifford & Wanda Marek 

Penni & Matt Asplund        In memory of Allison Asplund 

Elaine Gladitsch         In memory of Bill Gladitsch 

Loved ones          In honor of Richard & Arlene Mohr 

Dale & Rita Bitney        In memory of Elmer & Evelyn Schroetter 

Dave & Cheryl Helland and family            In memory of LaVerne Seidling 

Stub & Janice Naset        In memory of Leon & Ruth Naset and Marvin & 

                       Gladys Schroetter 

Don & Kathy Geissler        In memory or Colten Bloom and Sevan Geissler 

John & Bonnie Lueck        In memory Harold & Florence Lueck and 

          In honor of Lois & Douglas North 

Rod Schmidt Sr.         In memory of Mrs. Shirley Ann Schmidt, Mr &

                        Mrs. Otto E. Schmidt, Mrs. Charlotte Schultz, 

Mr. Roy Luedtke 

           In honor of our children, grandchildren, and 

           great-grandchildren 

The children & families         In memory of Jake & Doris Stuckert 

John & Margaret Hagen         In memory of our parents Albert &  

           Myrtle Manthei and Ray & Ethel Hagen 

Kerena, Ty, Isaac, &  Trent        In memory of great-grandparents Ruth & Lewis 

           LaGesse and In memory of  

           great-grandpa Donald Falck 

Butch & Sue Nehring         In memory of Howard & Nadine Nehring and 

                                                                 Ernie & Joyce Delegard 

                                                                                            In honor of our children and grandchildren 
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B U S I N E S S  N A M E  

St. Johnõs Lutheran Church 
St. Johnõs Lutheran Church is a community of people united to God  and to each 
other by faith in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the 
love of God and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Love of witness, 
proclamation, nurture, service, and outreach at home abroad will occur through 
faithful use of the scriptures, the sacraments, and prayer.  We are motivated by 
our gratitude to God for his abundant gifts of forgiveness, life , and salvation. 
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St. Johnôs Website:  www.Stjohns-bloomer.org  

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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    Pastorõs News 
 

A NEW YEARôS RESOLUTION THOUGHT 

For many of us, we are entering that time of year where we make new goals for our lives in hopes to have 

something to work toward.  We have the comfort knowing that we are not alone in these goals, whether they 

be 

§ losing weight 

§ quitting smoking 

§ eating healthier 

§ reading more 

I have one thought, with particular regard to the final resolutionð reading.  Reading any good books lately?  

How about the gospel of Matthew?  As many of you know, Matthew will be the featured gospel for most    

Sundayôs  We will read about several parables, miraculous healings, and much more! 

I also have another thought for you.  What if we read Matthew together, talking about our own interpretations, 

raising our own questions, and having a discussion about how it applies to our lives today? Starting January 5, 

I will be leading a discussion following Sunday worship about the readings of the day.  Come gather with me 

in the dining hall as we consider Godôs Word and teach each other about the dayôs lessons.  What benefits 

might it bring? 

1. Youôll grow in your relationship with God. 

2. Youôll offer an insight that will make otherôs ponder. 

3. Youôll learn more about the lesson than the sermon can offer. 

4. You might even find a new favorite Bible story/verse/character! 

Please consider spending some time in conversation with your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  Engage in 

meaningful conversation and enjoy a safe place where questions are not only invited, but encouraged.  Start 

your new year in the gift of the Holy Scriptures and see what happens! 

Pastor Martin  

 



  

 

We will have an ñall dayò quilting day  with a potluck 

lunch on Saturday, January 11th starting @ 9:00 

am.  EVERYONE IS INVITED!!! 
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   Church News 

January Wednesday Night Meals 

 

Wednesday, January 8, 2014 

Beef Stew, Bread, Dessert, and Beverages 

 

Wednesday, January 15, 2014 
Pizza, Salad, Dessert, and Beverages 

 

Wednesday, January 22, 2014 

Cream Chicken over Biscuits, Salad, Dessert, and Beverages 

 

Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

Hot dogs, Potato Salad, Chips, Beans, Dessert, and Beverages 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recipe for a Happy New Yearé 

Take twelve fine, full-grown months; see that these are thoroughly free from old memories of bitterness,     

rancor and hate, cleanse them completely from every clinging spite; pick off all specks of pettiness and         

littleness; in short, see that these months are freed from all the past-have them fresh and clean as when they 

first came from the great storehouse of Time.  Cut these months into thirty or thirty-one equal parts.  Do not 

attempt to make up the whole batch at one time (so many persons spoil the entire lot this way) but prepare one 

day at a time. 

Into each day put equal parts of faith, patience, courage, work (some people omit this ingredient and so spoil 

the flavor of the rest) hope, fidelity, liberality, kindness, rest (leaving this out is like leaving the oil out of the 

salad dressing-donôt do it),  prayer, meditation, and one well-selected resolution.  Put in about one teaspoonful 

of good spirits, a dash of fun, a pinch of folly, a sprinkling of play, and a heaping cupful of good                   

humoré.Anonymous 

St. Johnôs Office Hours during the Holidays 

December 30 Office open from  8:30 a.m.ð2:00 p.m. 

December 31 Office closed 

January 1 Office closed 

January 2 Office open from  8:30 a.m.ð2:00 p.m. 

January 3 Office open from  8:30 a.m.ð2:00 p.m. 

 

Wishing all our family and friends a Happy New Year!      

~St. Johnôs Staff 
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How much do you know about St. Johnôs Lutheran Church? 

December 1 

Happy New Year!  The new liturgical year begins today.  We follow the Revised Common Lec-

tionary which prescribes our texts each week.  Which gospel will be featured this year? 

 

A)   Matthew 

B)   Mark 

C)   Luke 

D)   John 

The Revised Common Lectionary is a three year cycle that rotates between the 3 synoptic     

gospels ï Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  John is interspersed each year to the synoptic gos-

pels.     Matthewôs gospel was written with a Jewish audience in mind as a teaching gospel.   

December 8 

On Saturday, Dec. 14 at 1:30 in the afternoon, our church bell will join several other statewide 

church bells a total of 26 times.  For what reason? 

To remember the 26 lives (20 children and 6 educators) that were lost in Newtown, Connecticut 

last year. 

December 15 

Which synod installed their new bishop yesterday? 

A)   Northern Great Lakes 

B)   East Central Synod of Wisconsin 

C)   Greater Milwaukee 

D)   South Central Synod of Wisconsin 

E)   LaCrosse Area 

Bishop Mary Froiland, formerly of Luther Valley Lutheran Church outside of Beloit, was in-

stalled yesterday.  She was installed at my aunt and uncleôs church in Janesville, where my dad 

served communion and my other aunt sang in the choir.  She had been serving the second oldest 

Norwegian Lutheran Church in the country where the Halom family grew up and where my dad 

was ordained! 

December 22 

In 2011, the ELCA made a resolution at the Churchwide Assembly to raise $15 million by 2015 

to fight the treatable disease malaria.  How much has been raised so far? 

 

A)   $1 million 

B)   $5 million 

C)   $10 million 

D)   $15 million 

Rolled out by the 2011 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the campaign provides mosquito nets, 

insecticides, medication, health care, education and more. Although malaria is preventable and 

treatable, each year more than 200 million people in sub-Saharan Africa become infected with 

the disease and more than 600,000 people die, many of these children under the age of 5.  

Answers: December 1-A; December  8;  December 15ï D; December 22-C 
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President Pat Boettcher called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

Janice Naset opened the meeting with prayer 

§ Motion made by Janice Naset and seconded by Pauline Stertz to amend the     

order of the agenda.  Motion carried. 

§ Motion made by Lynette Pank and seconded by Rod Johnson to approve the       

e-mailed November meeting minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

Congregational Input:  Discussion notifying congregation of canceled activities/

worship Wednesday night due to weather.  Garland needs to be moved off the top railing. 

Committee Reports: 

§ Youth & Education-VBS dates for 2014 need to be reserved soon. 

§ Discipleship-Revamped Time & Talent Survey to be filled out during directory     

picture taking. 

§ Worship & Music-Family music for Christmas Day worship.  New sign-up sheets for 

volunteering during worship and new flower chart for 2014 to be put on bulletin 

board. 

§ Fellowship/Social Ministry-Agnes Table to be served 12/26 and Bloodmobile 12/27 

§ Property Management-Repair on boilers scheduled for 12/13.  Motion made by  

Lynette Pank and seconded by Shelly Lane to hire Donnie Stoik, retroactive to 

December 2, 2013, @ $150.00 /season to sweep the sidewalks west, north & east 

of the church to the apartments.  Motion carried. 

Chair Report:   None 

Audit Report:   None 

Mutual Ministry:   None 

Pastor's Report: 

§ Motion made by Shelly lane and seconded by Lynette Pank to accept            

membership by baptism of  Tessa Lewis, David Helland and Colton Bonczyk.  

Motion carried. 

§ Wednesday Dinners-50-60 people on average. 

§ Parent's Nite Out-December canceled due to no available caregivers. 

§ Imagine Together-To be held 12/14/13. 

§ God's Work/Our Hands-None 

§ Church office hours over the holidays are in the newsletter.  Sporadic heat loss in the 

office area.  Gene's Htg. & Cooling contacted. 

§ Ideas needed as to what we can do to improve the functionality of the narthex area. 

Financial Report: 

§ Motion made by Alice Zinsmaster and seconded by Janice Naset to accept       

Financial Report.  Motion carried. 

§ Motion made by Alice Zinsmaster and seconded by Lynette Pank to lower     

janitorial budget line to $10,000.00.  Motion carried. 

§ Motion made by Lynette Pank and seconded by Alice Zinsmaster to approve 

proposed 2014 budget.  Motion carried. 

Old Business: 

§ Commitment Update-Pledges still trickling in. 

§ New Bible Study Plan-Details being worked out. 

§ Pictorial Directory-Very close to adding an additional day. 

Council Meeting 

December 10, 2013 

Committees  
  
WORSHIP  
-Janice Naset  
  Chair/Liaison  
-Lisa Goettl 
-Janet Helgeson 
-Kathy Geissler 
-Janelle Yeakey 
 
FELLOWSHI  
-Lyn Pank 
-Pauline Stertz 
  Liaison 
-Sue Zwiefelhofer 
-Sue Seibel 
-Nylah Gust 
-Heidi Morning  
 
SOCIAL  
-Art Klingenberg  
  Chair 
-Pauline Stertz and  
  Jordyn Keller  
  Liasons 
-Heidi Keller  
-Jeff Cole 
-Gregg Anderson 
 
YOUTH &   
EDUCATION  
-Adam Ewings  
 Liaison 
-Michelle Rufledt  
-Kelly Custer 
-Marla Paulson 
 
DISCIPLESHIP  
-Kathy Faschingauer 
and Alice Zinsmaster         
Liaisons 
-Michelle Gasper 
-Alice Zinsmaster 
-Sue Nehring 
-Carrie Anderson 
-Terri Bohl  
 
PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT  
-Tom Buchner 
  Liaison 
-David Lane 
-Stub Naset 
-Pete Zeman 
-Val Rubenzer 
-Dennis Rubenzer 
-Nadine Bresina 
-Rod Schmidt 
-Shelly Lane 
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New Business: 

§ Motion made by Lynette Pank and seconded by Alice Zinsmaster to leave       

Pastor's housing allowance at $24,000.00.  Motion carried. 

§ Annual Meeting Agenda-As set by our constitution except for no elections this    

meeting due to the restructuring of the council last year. 

§ Annual Report-Budget to be ready by 12/24.  Committee reports to be ready by 

12/31.  Annual report to the congregation 1/12/14.  Annual Meeting Sunday, 

1/26/2014. 

§ Devotion, pictures and information during the Annual Meeting to be displayed on 

screens.  A parliamentarian need for the meeting. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:27 P.M. with the Lord's Prayer. 

 

 

 

        Shelly Lane, secretary 

 

 

Meeting attended by Pastor Martin, Tom Buchner, Rod Johnson, Alice Zinsmaster, Pat 

Boettcher, Adam Ewings, Lynette Pank, Janice Naset, Pauline Stertz and Shelly Lane. 
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Council Meeting 

November 12, 2013 
Committees  
  
WORSHIP  
-Janice Naset  
  Chair/Liaison  
-Lisa Goettl 
-Janet Helgeson 
-Kathy Geissler 
-Janelle Yeakey 
 
FELLOWSHI  
-Lyn Pank 
-Pauline Stertz 
  Liaison 
-Sue Zwiefelhofer 
-Sue Seibel 
-Nylah Gust 
-Heidi Morning  
 
SOCIAL  
-Art Klingenberg  
  Chair 
-Pauline Stertz and  
  Jordyn Keller  
  Liasons 
-Heidi Keller  
-Jeff Cole 
-Gregg Anderson 
 
YOUTH &   
EDUCATION  
-Adam Ewings  
 Liaison 
-Michelle Rufledt  
-Kelly Custer 
-Marla Paulson 
 
DISCIPLESHIP  
-Kathy Faschingauer 
and Alice Zinsmaster         
Liaisons 
-Michelle Gasper 
-Alice Zinsmaster 
-Sue Nehring 
-Carrie Anderson 
-Terri Bohl  
 
PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT  
-Tom Buchner 
  Liaison 
-David Lane 
-Stub Naset 
-Pete Zeman 
-Val Rubenzer 
-Dennis Rubenzer 
-Nadine Bresina 
-Rod Schmidt 
-Shelly Lane 
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Council Updates 

A message from the Church Council: 

It is my wish that each and every member of St. Johnôs Lutheran shares in the joy and peace of the Christmas 

Message we celebrate each year with the Birth of Our Lord.  It is a time for family and friendsðto wish those 

that here with us all the blessings of the season and to remember with love those who have gone before us.  It 

is also the time we need to be thinking of those who are struggling with loss, with the lack of good housing, 

the need for warm clothing, and maybe food for their tables: and those who are lonely and alone. 

I hope that each of us will find the time to share our blessings with others.  Maybe it is giving at the blood 

bankðmaybe it is helping to serve at Agnes Tableðmaybe it is the simple gesture of shoveling for a shut-in, 

delivering Meals on Wheels or taking a ñsweet treatò to someone in one of our nursing homes. 

Whatever we do it is because we have been blessed with the ability to do something that may make the      

celebration of Jesusô birth special for someone else. 

Share your blessings!! 

Pat Boettcher 

Council Chair/President 

Thank you Kathleen for the beautiful card.   

A message from the Worship Committee: 

Our committee met in December and picked hymns for Christmas services and also for January, we are going 

to put a few of the familiar contemporary songs in the worship service starting in January.  If anyone has a  

favorite hymn they would like to sing please let our committee know. 

There will be a new readers, communion helper, ushers/greeter, power point chart posted in the narthex for 

Sunday and Wednesday services, this chart is open to anyone that would like to help ï young or old!!! 

Janice Naset 

Chairman/Liaison 
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January thru December 11, 2013  

 

 

 

                    2012                       

2013 

   Budget 2013 

Beginning Balance ï Jan. 1st                $4,915.00     $ 23,002.00   

Income ï Jan. 1 - Dec. 11             $167,222.00        $192,994.00 $229,250.00 

Expenses ï Jan 1 ï Dec. 11             $155,500.00        $215,199.00 $229,250.00 

Balance              $ 14,646.00                

$797.00 

  

        

Loan ï Peoples State Bank 

Balance Due 12/11 

            $114,000.00     $   93,420.00   

 

*Includes Loan of $6,000       

Merry Christmas!  
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JANUARY 2014 

Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Start Date Subject Start Time End Time 

1/1/2014 No Worship, Learning or Evening Meal   

1/1/2014 Office Closed   

1/1/2014 Preschool off for Christmas Vacation   

1/2/2014 Pictorial Directory Photo shoot 2:20 PM 9:00 PM 

1/2/2014 Preschool resumes   

1/3/2014 Pictorial Directory Photo shoot 2:20 PM 9:00 PM 

1/4/2014 Pictorial Directory Photo shoot 10:00 AM 4:30 PM 

1/4/2014 Confirmation Breakfast 8:30 AM  

1/5/2014 Worship Service 9:00 AM  

1/5/2014 Fellowship Hour 10:00 AM  

1/5/2014 Sunday Learning 10:30 AM  

1/6/2014 Bible Study 8:00 AM 9:30 AM 

1/6/2014 St. John's Staff Epiphany Party  5:00 PM  

1/7/2014 Staff Meeting 11:00 AM  

1/8/2014 Wednesday Meal 5:00 PM 6:15 PM 

1/8/2014 Wednesday Learning 5:30 PM 6:45 PM 

1/8/2014 Worship Service 7:00 PM  

1/9/2014 Friendship Circle 1:30 PM  

1/10/2014 Recharge Event-Departure 7:00 PM  

1/11/2014 Imagine Together 8:00 AM  

1/11/2014 All Day" Quilting and Potluck" 9:00 AM  

Start Date Subject Start Time End Time 

1/11/2014 Recharge Event-Return 7:00 PM  

1/12/2014 Confirmation Sunday   

1/12/2014 Worship Service 9:00 AM  

1/12/2014 Fellowship Hour 10:00 AM  

1/12/2014 Sunday Learning 10:30 AM  

1/13/2014 Bible Study 8:00 AM 9:30 AM 

1/15/2014 Wednesday Meal 5:00 PM 6:15 PM 

1/15/2014 Wednesday Learning 5:30 PM 6:45 PM 

1/15/2014 Worship Service 7:00 PM  

1/18/2014 Parents Nite Out 5:00 PM  

1/19/2014 Worship Service 9:00 AM  

1/19/2014 Fellowship Hour 10:00 AM  

1/19/2014 Sunday Learning 10:30 AM  

1/20/2014 Bible Study 8:00 AM 9:30 AM 

1/21/2014 Staff Meeting 11:00 AM  

1/22/2014 Wednesday Meal 5:00 PM 6:15 PM 

1/22/2014 Wednesday Learning 5:30 PM 6:45 PM 

1/22/2014 Worship Service 7:00 PM  

1/26/2014 Worship Service 9:00 AM  

1/26/2014 Congregation Annual Meeting 10:00 AM  

1/26/2014 No Learning  10:30 AM  

1/27/2014 Bible Study 8:00 AM 9:30 AM 

1/29/2014 No Worship, Learning or Evening Meal 7:00 PM  
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Weddings and Baptisms 

Congratulations to Alicia and Andrew Bonczyk on the recent Baptism of their son Colton Andrew Bonczyk.  
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St. Johnôs Youth Christmas Pageant 

Saturday, December 14, 2013 
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WEATHER ALERT!  

Parents and youth, rule of thumb for St. Johnôs Lu-
theran, when school is cancelled due to bad weather 
all learning events, scheduled (preschool, elemen-
tary,   middle school, & Sr. high) are cancelled as 

January Learning 

10:30 AM Sunday, January 5, 12, 19 

Preschool through 3rd Grade 

 

5:30 PM Wednesday, January 8, 15, 22, 29 

Preschool through 3rd Grade 

4th & 5th Grade Bible 101 

6th, 7th, & 8th Grade Confirmation 

 

Sunday, January 26: St. Johnôs Annual Congregational Meeting im-

mediately after worship, childrenôs activities and childcare provided 

during meeting. (no learning scheduled) 

Out of this World Recharge 

Where: Luther Park Bible Camp 

Chetek, WI 

When: January 10-11, 2014 

7:00 PM-7:00 PM 

Keynote Speaker, Music, Faith        

Discussion, Workshops, Service 

 

Informational meeting at 6:45 PM on 

January 8th in the dining hall for    

parents of children registered. 

 

 

All Member Winter Fellowship Event 
 

Wednesday, January 29 

From 5:00 PM until your toes are frozen 

 

Activities to be announced. 
 

 

 

GOD IS GOOD! 

ALL THE TIME!  

 

 

 

 

 
9 th  GRADE  

CONFIRMATION WORSHIP  
9:00 AM SUNDAY  
JANUARY 12, 2014  

CONFIRMED IN CHRIST  

Hunter Alman  
Julia Johnson  
Autumn Knoepke  
Gabriel Mawby  
Jenna Ruff  
Rebekah Sarauer  
Will Vanis  
Nicodemus Zakrzewicz  


