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SPECIAL 
POINTS OF   
INTEREST  
 
Church News- 
Calendar
 

Council Meeting 
Minutes 
 
Letter from Bishop
-Elect Martin 
 

Youth & Preschool 
News  

St. John’s Website:  www.Stjohns-bloomer.org  

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

Office number: 715-568-5446 

UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN! 
 

I frequently say, “Confession is good for the soul!” And it is! So allow me to make a confession 
- I struggle writing monthly newsletter articles (just ask Victoria…)! This one is even harder 
(as evidenced by the fact that I started this 3 ½ hours ago…) So allow me to share some heart-
felt thoughts. 
For those of you who were willing to open up your lives to me, I am grateful. 
For those of you who had the courage to question my decisions, I am grateful. 
For those of you who asked clarifying questions in order to better understand, I am grateful. 
For those of you who said “Yes!” to my requests to serve, I am grateful. 
For those of you who had the audacity to say “No!” to my requests, well done, and I am grate-
ful. 
For those of you who gave me a chance to earn your trust, I am grateful. 
For those of you who deepened my thinking, I am grateful. 
For those of you who were willing to share a hug, I am grateful. 
For those of you who were so vulnerable to share your tears, I am grateful. 
For those of you who made me laugh out loud, I am grateful. 
For those of you who shared your wisdom and expanded my thinking, I am grateful. 
For those of you who actually stayed awake AND attentive to my sermons, I am grateful. 
For those of you who listened to my teaching, I am grateful. 
For those of you who asked me to write a heartfelt recommendation, I am grateful.  
For those of you who did something so significant that I just had to write a “Thank You”, I am 
grateful. 
For those of you who allowed me to be a part of your special wedding day, I am grateful. 
For those of you who asked me to baptize your child (or even yourself!), I am grateful. 
For those of you who let me walk with you as you grieved the loss of a loved one, I am grateful. 
For those of you who served on a committee that furthered our mission, I am grateful. 
For those of you whom I got to visit at home for any reason, I am grateful. 
For those of you who look me in the eye as I offer the body of Christ to you, I am grateful. 
For those of you who sparked an idea or ran with another, I am grateful. 
For those of you who participated in a youth lock-in, I am grateful. 
For those of you who starred in a skit for worship, I am grateful. 
For those of you who went to camp for a retreat or full week, I am grateful.   
For those of you who went through first communion with me, I am grateful. 
For those of you who shaped my thinking at a bible study sometime, I am grateful. 
For those of you who joined this amazing family of faith, I am grateful. 
For those of you who financially supported our ministry together, I am grateful.   
For those of you who gave online worship a shot, I am grateful. 
For those of you who attended a synod assembly with me, I am grateful. 
For those of you who made a positive impact on the Halom family, I am eternally grateful. 
I have felt a strong call now to serve as your new bishop, which basically means that this is 
not goodbye. I also believe that God has something amazing in store for you as well and I 
can't wait to see what that’ll look like! I hope to see you on July 14 at our 10 am worship ser-
vice, which will be my final one as your pastor. Needless to say, at the end of the day, I’m pret-
ty sure I know how I’m going to feel! 
      Peace, 
 

 Bishop Elect Martin 

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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Prayers of Healing For Our Church Family 

Richard Mohr; Edith Fleming; Kristi Swartz; Carolyn Bergh; Pat Prill; Carson (family 

friend of Kristine Mickelson); Sarah Wittrock; Julie Wittrock; Arne Windsor; Art 

Klingenberg; Renee Grambo; Arlene Christianson; Steve Trubshaw; Dohna Kerckhove 

(Pat Prill’s daughter). 

    Please Join Our Church Family In Prayer 

         As we enter the month of July please join our  

church family  in prayer.  Below you will find a list of those who we  

will be praying for. If you  or someone you  know would like to be added to    

one of the list please stop by the church office,  call the  office at   

715-568-5446 ,  or email the information to:   

stjohnsl-secretary@bloomer.net 

Prayers for the week of  July 14th:  Al and Judy Nimtz; Deborah Nissen; Jennifer, Philip, Evan 

and Nevaeh Nitek; Brandon, Cassandra, Warren and Waylon North; Kim Oldenberg; Buck 

and Peg Paulsen; Marie Paulus. 

Prayers for the week of  July 21st:  Heather, Todd, Kalie, Addison, Arianna, Gavin Pecha;  

Bob, Debbie, Brenna Peterson; Brandon, Erin, Londyn and Tenley Peterson; Robert Peterson;  

Tammy Peterson.  

Prayers for the week of July 28th:  Brian, Lori, Zachary, Zoe, Ava, Lexi and Madilyn Pielhop;  

Donald and Mary Poirier; Everett and Rose Marie Powell; Amanda, Kyle, Harley, Josh, Kennady, 

Oakley, Sidney and Zinphany Prill.  

Prayers For the Saints 

Prayers for the week of July 7th: Robert and Wendy Mooney; Iylah Morning; Tina and Travis 

Myers; Janice and Lee Naset; Butch and Sue Nehring; Carrie, Aiden, Brennan and Calum 

Nehring; Eva and Kenneth Newton.  
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The Altar Guild 
is looking for members who
might be interested in
serving St. John’s on the

Altar Guild Committee.
Duties consist of setting up
and cleaning up for
communion and decorating
the church for holidays.  If
you are interested, please
contact Sue Nehring.  Cell:
715-933-0181  Email: 

SueNehring@bloomer.net

Do you enjoy planning social 
events for all ages?

Do you enjoy brainstorming 
fun events?

Fellowship Committee Needs You!
Meetings approximately every other month for 45 min

Interested or have questions? 
Contact Pastor Martin

or Janelle Yeakey 

We are creating a schedule for July’s 

Meals On Wheels
If you are available for one or more 
weeks in July to drive and/or deliver 
meals, sign up in the 
narthex, or please 
Contact Janice Naset

at 568-5615 -or -
Martha Libersky

at 568-4653.

Thank you for helping 
with this community project!! 

Quilting Group 
Will be meeting on 

July 16th 

at 1:00-4:00 p.m.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 

9:00am Worship Service  

1 

1:00pm Staff Meeting  

2 3 

10:30am Bloomer 

Clergy Association Mtg  

4 

Independence Day - 

Office Closed  

5 6 

1:00pm Private Wed-

ding, Dunlavy/Bowe  

7 

9:00am Worship Service - 

Baptism Matt Larson  

8 

6:00pm Church Council 

Meeting  

9 10 11 12 13 

14  10:00am Worship 

Service - National Youth 

Gathering Commissioning 

11:00am Farewell Recep-

tion for Pastor Martin  

15 

9:00am Departure for 

National Youth Gather-

ing  

16 

National Youth Gather-

ing-New Orleans  

1:00pm - 4:00pm Quilt-

ing Group  

17 

National Youth Gather-

ing-New Orleans  

18 

National Youth Gather-

ing-New Orleans  

19 

National Youth Gather-

ing-New Orleans  

20 

National Youth Gather-

ing, Final Day  

21 

Return from National 

Youth Gathering  
9:00am Worship Service  

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 

9:00am Worship Service  

5:00pm - 7:00pm Vacation 

Bible School (At Our Sav-

ior's Lutheran Church)  

29 

5:00pm - 7:00pm Vaca-

tion Bible School (At 

Our Savior's Lutheran 

Church)  

30 

5:00pm - 7:00pm Vaca-

tion Bible School (At 

Our Savior's Lutheran 

Church)  

31 

5:00pm - 7:00pm Vaca-

tion Bible School-North 

Park  

1 2 3 

Library Corner
Check It Out!

In Love With Freedom: The True Story of  a 

Remarkable Woman by author Steven 

Aavang.  Born a Romanian princess, 

Katherine's selfless courage carries her 

through WWI, the depression, and 

epidemics.  However, her defining 

moment is during WWII. HARD 
TO PUT THIS ONE DOWN!! 

Explore your faith & life through books.
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Call to Order - Meeting was called to order at 6:01 pm by Dorene Turner, Council President.  
 

Opening Devotion – Highs and lows were shared on the transition of the church  
 

Approval of the Agenda -A motion was made by Janelle Yeakey to approve the agenda with flexibility; second-
ed by Jamie Keller.  Motion carried. 
 

Approval of last Council Minutes - A motion was made by Alicia Bonczyk to approve the minutes from the May 
19th, 2024 meeting; seconded by Aubrie Bohl. Motion carried. 
 

Financial Report -    

                                             
 

 
All money is insured through FDIC 

When CD’s come due, interest will need to be noted on the ’23 budget and ’24 budget 
Need to discuss CD’s during the July meeting 

 
A motion was made by Alicia Bonczyk to accept the financial report. Seconded by Janelle Yeakey . Motion carried.   
 

Old Business- 
 

Appreciation acknowledgements – 
November:  Musicians - 13th  
 

New Business –  
 

Time line of Pastors remaining time with us. 
 - Resignation: done as soon as possible, giving us a 30 day notice. He will send this out to all council to 
approve and make a motion. After this an announcement will be sent out to the congregation. A motion 
was made via email on 6/12 by Jeff Cole to accept Pastor Martin’s resignation.  Seconded by Alicia 
Bonczyk.  Motion carried. 
 - Pastor will go over with us his last Sunday service date and other important dates.  A motion was made 
by Dorene Turner to give Pastor Martin 21 vacation days for January 2024-July 2024. (note typical full 
year is 35 vacation days) Seconded by Alicia Bonczyk. Motion carried. 
 Last Sunday: July 14th 
 Vacation: July15th-28th 
 Last Day: July 28th 
 Farewell Celebration: Sunday July 14th. Fellowship committee will take the lead on organizing 
 
Call process: Council will follow the Synod Call Process ( Booklet) – Phase 1 steps were addressed 
 

 Year to Date (Jan-May 2024) 

Income  $ 102,124.87   

Expenses $ 107,693.17 

Difference - $ 5,637.61 

CD’s $100,000 $200,000 

Location Security Financial Bank Security Financial Bank 

% APR 5.25 5.25 

Timeframe 12 months 12 months 

Expires 8-8-24 8-3-24 

Transfers:  5/2 – $3000 transfer from council 
funds to cover bills, payroll and Portico. 
5/16 - $2800 transfer from council funds to cover 
insurance, supplies, elevator, gas bills. (same two 
listed in last month’s minutes with corrected 
dates). 
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(council meeting minutes continued) 
 

Preschool Staffing 
 

A motion was made via email on 6/3 by Jamie Keller to accept the resignation of Brianna Schindler as teacher 
assistant for St. John’s Lutheran Preschool.  Seconded by Alicia Bonczyk.  Motion carried.  
 

   Substitute Pay:  A motion was made by Jamie Keller to change the preschool substitutes rate to a scale of   
Base Rate (meet minimum DCF requirements): $12; Assistant Teacher Qualified: $13; Lead Teacher Qualified: 
$14.  Seconded by Janelle Yeakey.  Motion carried 
 

   Licensee of Preschool: A motion was made by Janelle Yeakey to appoint Alicia Bonczyk as the Licensee of 
St. John’s Preschool. Seconded by Dorene Turner.  Motion carried. 
 

Bathroom Cleaning: looking for volunteers to help assist in cleaning the bathrooms weekly during summer 
months, then biweekly. 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Appreciation Days  
 

Pastor’s Report  - A motion was made by Alicia Bonczyk to welcome Weston North as a member through bap-
tism and to transfer membership of Mel Crisp to the church triumphant. Seconded by Kay Anderson. Motion 
carried.  
 

Discipleship – needs to be started again, looking for 4-6 people  
 

Fellowship Minutes –   
 

Preschool Minutes –   
 

Social Ministry Minutes –  
 

Property Minutes –   
 

Worship & Music Minutes –  
 

Youth Minutes – discussion of credit card for youth gathering 
 

A motion was made by Alicia Bonczyk to allow Kay Anderson, the treasurer, to start the process of obtaining 
a credit card for St. John’s Lutheran Church.  Seconded by Janelle Yeakey.  Motion carried. 
 

A motion was made by Alicia Bonczyk to adjust the Wednesday schedule to 4:45-5:15 meal; 5:15-5:30 large 
group in sanctuary, 5:30-6:15 JAM small groups and confirmation, 6:30 Worship. Seconded by Dorene 
Turner.  Motion carried. 
 

Additional Items and Announcements 
 

Next Meeting: July 8th at 6 pm 
 

Adjournment - a motion was made at 7:56 pm by Alicia Bonczyk to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Aubrie 
Bohl. Motion carried. 
 

Members Present: Pastor Martin, Janelle Yeakey, Dorene Turner, Kay Anderson, Alicia Bonczyk, Jamie Kel-
ler, Aubrie Bohl, Jeff Cole, Jason Graski.  Others Present: Amanda Larson.  Members Absent:  Sarah 
Wittrock, Kyle Prill 
 

Minutes submitted by Janelle Yeakey, Secretary 

Please join us on Sunday July 14th for a Farewell Celebration for Pastor Martin. 

Special Time for Worship @ 10 am 
Meal/Celebration @ 11 am 

The Fellowship Committee will supply charcoal chicken, baked beans, buns, cake and ice cream.  Congregation is in-
vited to supply other side dishes and desserts. 

Please sign up on the sheets in the narthex or  online. 
PS: Feel free to bring your favorite lawn games to play outdoors 
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Pizza Coupons 

 

Coupons from our pizza fundraiser are still 
available for purchase. Although the fund-

raiser is over, you can contact Amanda 
Larson if you are interested in purchasing 
any pizzas from Fat Boys, Valley Tavern, 

or Harm’s Way.  

Teachers & Substitutes Needed for JAM  Fall ‘24 
 

We are still looking for people who would be 
interested in substituting or teaching on 
Wednesday nights. Please contact Amanda 
Larson for more information so we can get you 
on a list. Also, if there is a specific age group 
you want to work with or would not like to work 
with, please let us know that information as 
well.  

      

Youth Ministry Pictures  
We are looking for pictures that anyone may 

have taken this year . If you have any pictures 

that you’re able to share, whether it’s from 

JAM, confirmation, lock-in, or a youth trip, 

please contact Amanda Larson. We can for-

ward you a link to a Google Drive. Otherwise, 

photos can get emailed to:  

stjohnslutheran.bloomer@gmail.com 

      

National Youth Gathering 
Our youth are heading to New Orleans, LA 
from Monday, July 15th through Sunday, July 
21st for the National Youth Gathering 2024. 
The theme of the Gathering is “Created to Be 
” Psalm 139:14.  Please pray for safe travel 
and God’s presence over our youth and the 
chaperones attending this trip. Through it all, 
may everyone who is attending the Gathering 
know that they were Created to Be … brave, 
authentic, free, disruptive disciples. We look 
forward to sharing our experience from this 
trip upon our return.  

      

Summer Bible Camp Reimbursement 
Reminder: if your child participated in two youth 
fundraisers, our church will reimburse 50% of the 
camp costs (does not include registration or canteen). 
Reimbursements will be sent out at the end of the 
summer unless requested sooner.  Please contact 
Amanda Larson if you have any additional questions 
regarding reimbursement. 

VBS – SPLASH! Jumping in with Jesus 
 

VBS planning is in full motion and off to a great start. It 
is with great excitement that we will be cohosting VBS 

with Our Saviors this summer once again! Although we 

are in the planning process of VBS, we do have dates 
for you all to save before your summer calendars fill up 

too fast. This year’s VBS will take place July 28-31
st

 from 

5-7PM. Stay tuned for more information in the weeks to 

come.  
Please contact Amanda Larson if you have any 

questions regarding VBS:  
 

Amanda_stjohnspreschool@aol.com or 

715-568-5446 ext. 12. 
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Pre-Registration for 2024-25 
Enrollment for the 2024-25 academic year is still open. 
If you are looking for a high-quality preschool program, please consider enrolling your child 
with us this Fall. Students can be registered for our morning program Monday/Wednesday/
Friday or Tuesday/Thursday classes if they are between the ages of 3-5 years old. This pro-
gram is a great option if your child is not old enough to enroll in 4K, but you want them to 
work on certain skills, if they will be attending 4K in the afternoon, or if you are waiting for 
them to go to school until Kindergarten. 
 

There are still 6 spots open in our MWF group and 4 spots open in our TTH group.  
For more information, you can message us on Facebook, call us at 715-568-5446 ext. 14, or 
email: amanda_stjohnspreschool@aol.com. 
 

Giving Tree 
We have a giving tree set up in the preschool shared space if anyone is interested in supporting the pre-
school program with some additional supplies we could benefit from. Please reach out to Amanda Larson if 
you have any questions about this opportunity. As always, we appreciate your continued support! 
 

Penny War 
Our final fundraiser for the 2023-24 academic year was our penny war- preschool staff vs Pastor Martin. With 
everyone’s contributions. After the jars were taken to the bank and recounted, we are happy to report that 
Pastor Martin’s jar had $552.92 and the Preschool had $673.47, for a grand total of $1,226.39! Thank you all 
again for your support. We truly appreciate the congregation’s involvement, alongside our preschool families 
and staff.  

Amanda 

 
 

We are hiring! 
 

St John’s Lutheran Preschool is looking to fill a variety of positions to join our caring and moti-
vated team: Teacher Assistant, Lead Teacher, and Director.  
Here at St. John’s Lutheran Preschool, we prepare children for their future educational journey 
through experience to grow cognitive, social and emotional skills.  If you are 18+ years old, re-
sponsible, hard-working, compassionate, and interested in working with children and helping 
them grow in a classroom setting, you are perfect for this opportunity!  
 

⏰  The hours we are looking to fill for these positions are M-F 7:45-11:45AM.  
Pay will be based on experience, duties and responsibilities, ranging from $11-16/hour.  

If you are interested in this position please email your resume and cover letter to 
     amanda_stjohnspreschool@aol.com     
To find additional information including a full job description, please visit our website: 
   https://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/preschool.html  
To see some of  the fun things we've been up to visit our FB page: 
  https://www.facebook.com/preschool.stjohns.bloomer?mibextid=ZbWKwL  

mailto:amanda_stjohnspreschool@aol.com
https://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/preschool.html
https://www.facebook.com/preschool.stjohns.bloomer?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWD4vkvWtbb8xcevh6aqZHrtl3cYGxj0WJDYBC-KoCyUIU_UjPeeyvfGhdHUWJt3E58FTrM0yQniw_bhx4LiO4Wkmfx1a0qU-ra5VoejeJjHCA7Z7PNH-SVaSuXH1UFjJ6eFghrxTriSCOvMpMwddqsI1peboLi18IvyncC3v7zhkSvGzduJmAvcUT24iJ9v
https://www.facebook.com/preschool.stjohns.bloomer?mibextid=ZbWKwL
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1403 Newman Street 
Bloomer, WI 54724 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

715-568-5446 
Email:  stjohnsl-secretary@bloomer.net 

   PASTORAL/ CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
Need a visit? Yearning for Holy Communion?  Have a 
problem? Want to suggest ways we can be of more help 
to you and your family? Feel youõd like to pray with 
someone? 

CALL: Pastor Martin Halom 
Church # 715-568-5446, extension 11 
Home # 715-568-1515 
Cell # 517-505-6509 

Email: pastormartin@bloomer.net 

Press Release: 
 

THE REV. MARTIN R. HALOM ELECTED BISHOP OF THE NORTHWEST SYNOD OF WISCONSIN – ELCA 
 

The Rev. Martin R. Halom was elected June 8, 2024, to a six-year term as bishop of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America (ELCA) at the synodís assembly June 7-8 in Eau Claire, Wisconsin.   
 

¿êChrist, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered todayÎë This re-
frain, from the song, Christ Be Our Light, will be my guiding principle. In all that I do, in all that I say, Christ will be the central purpose. 
 

 Halom was elected on the fourth ballot receiving 241 votes of 354 votes cast. The Rev. Karen Behling, currently serving Our Saviourís Lu-
theran Church in Chippewa Falls received 57 votes and the Rev. Diane House, currently the Director of Evangelical Mission for the Northwest 
Synod of Wisconsin, received 56 votes. 
 

The bishop-elect is pastor at St. Johnís Lutheran Church in Bloomer, Wisconsin.  He has served that congregation since 2012. Prior to that, 
he was campus pastor at University Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Michigan (2003-2012); associate pastor, American Lutheran Church, 
Rantoul, Illinois. (1999-2003); youth and family ministries director, Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota (1995-1997, youth 
ministry associate, Lutherdale Bible Camp, Elkhorn, Wisconsin (1994-1995), and program associate at Green Lake Bible Camp, Spicer, Minne-
sota (1993-1994). 
 

Halom earned a Bachelor of Arts degree at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa and a Masters of Divinity at Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn.  He 
and his wife, the Rev. Melinda Halom, have three grown sons, Nicholas, Jaden, and Dylan. His installation as bishop will be September 15, 
2024, at Hope Lutheran, Eau Claire at 3:00 p.m. 
 

The Northwest Synod of Wisconsin is one of 65 synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The synod is comprised of 192 con-
gregations, over 73,000 members, and over 300 clergy and rostered leaders. 

Sunday, Sept. 15 at 3 pm
Hope Lutheran Church
2226 Eddy Lane
Eau Claire, WI

A reception will follow with 
light refreshments. 
ELCA Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton will 
preach/preside over the 
installation.

Bishop Elect Martin Halom's Installation

This event is open to the public and will have a particular 
St. John's flavor, so come out and enjoy the festivities!


