
  

 

FAITH FORMATION WITH  

FRIENDS RESUMES! 

Following a brief hiatus during May, this Sunday morning opportunity will resume 

once again on June 1st.  I can’t tell you how pleased I am to have heard the regular 

group elect to continue through the summer months! 

In case you haven’t attended yet, here are some sample questions that are visited each 

week: 

 What verses jumped out at you in church this morning? 

 What surprised you about the lesson today? 

 Did anything confuse you or make you wonder what it means? 

 

We then dig into the text that I focused my sermon on for the day, which gives me 

even more opportunity to teach, especially things that did not make the sermon.  Kind 

of like those “deleted scenes” we sometimes view on a DVD for those of us wanting 

more! 

 

You are welcome to stay for this time to deepen your own faith, offer your own       

insights, and even share a tasty treat with the group!  And for those of you with       

children, please know that they are invited too.  We’ve had both elementary and middle 

school aged children in this study as well because they have something to offer just 

like the rest of us! 

 

I hope that you will consider this opportunity to deepen your understanding of the    

Bible and connect it to your everyday life.  You might learn a thing or two about the 

rest of us attending too! 

 

~Pastor Martin 
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B U S I N E S S  N A M E  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community of people united to God  and to each 
other by faith in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the 
love of God and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Love of witness, 
proclamation, nurture, service, and outreach at home and abroad will occur 
through faithful use of the scriptures, the sacraments, and prayer.  We are 
motivated by our gratitude to God for his abundant gifts of forgiveness, life , and 
salvation. 

J U N E  2 0 1 4  

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

 FFF Resumes 
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St. John’s Website:  www.Stjohns-bloomer.org  

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

Office number: 715-568-5446 

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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WEDNESDAY MEAL COORDINATOR POSITION AVAILABLE! 

 
Last fall, we reinstituted an old tradition – to have a meal provided on Wednesday evenings so that families 

will not need to squeeze in yet one more thing during a busy week.  On average, 55 people were served (not 

including Lent), several from the apartments as well as youth and their families.  This made for a great         

beginning to a lively night of learning and worship! 

 

Val Rubenzer served as the primary coordinator and we owe her many thanks for her service to this church.  

She has decided to step back from this role, which now opens this opportunity for someone new!  If you feel 

called to serve in this coordinating capacity, please see Pastor Martin or Tracey in the office to pick up a       

position description.  The following qualifications are what we are looking for –  

 

Qualifications 

1. Knowledge of and experience providing meals for large groups. 

2. Understanding of food safety issues. 

3. Punctuality and reliability. 

 

A timetable will be forthcoming with regard to an application deadline, interview process, and date of hire.  

This position will pay $10/hour and will likely start in September for the school year.   

 

~Pastor Martin 

Pastor’s News 

2014 Senior Recognition 
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May 4 
Today we celebrate our children in worship.  Name as many areas of service within the context of     

worship (at either service) that you have witnessed our young people participate! 

a)      Usher 

b)      Reader 

c)       Acolyte 

d)      Communion assistant 

e)      Children’s sermon 

f)       Drama participant 

g)      Special music 

h)      Powerpoint 

i)       Altar Guild 

May 11 

Which of the following practices is the most unique to St. John’s Lutheran Church? 

a)      Ringing the church bell to start worship 

b)      Placing rocks into the baptismal font as part of communion 

c)       Exhibiting a mural instead of a large cross up front 

d)      The seats in the back are filled up first 

May 18 

Last week we learned that one of the more unique aspects of our worship service is placing our rocks in 

the baptismal font as part of communion.  What would be appropriate to think about as we grasp the 

rocks prior to communion? 

a)      “This rocks!” 

b)      “Wonder if I could make it in the bowl from here?” 

c)       “Hey pastor!  Wanna know how I feel about your sermon today?” 

d)      “In the night in which he was betrayed” is a result of sin – our sin.  But the means of grace 

show up in the waters of baptism and the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sin.   

May 25 

What Principal Festival will be celebrated on Thursday this week? 

a)      Transfiguration of our Lord 

b)      Ascension of our Lord 

c)       Pentecost 

d)      The day after the day after the day after the Lord’s Memorial Day 

Hint: Do I need to paint a picture for you? 

Answers:  May 4-listed above; May 11-B; May 18-D; May 25-B 
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President Pat Boettcher called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

Pastor Martin opened the meeting with prayer.  Pondering in what ways our             

congregation is “new.”  Some responses were:  youth involvement, staff, bigger     

council, revamped constitution, committees, hymnals, liturgies and atmosphere.   

 

 Motion made by Alice Zinsmaster and seconded by Janice Naset to approve 

the agenda.  Motion carried. 

 Motion made by Lynette Pank and seconded by Kathy Faschingbauer to      

approve the e-mailed April meeting minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

Council Member Comments:  None 

Congregational Input:  None 

Committee Reports: 

 Youth & Education-Brat Stand 6/6-6/7 at Shadick's.  Senior Recognition Supper 

was held 5/14.  16 youth to attend summer camp at Luther Park. 

 Discipleship-Gifts & talents survey information organized. 

 Worship & Music-New hymnals are here. 

 Fellowship/Social Ministry-None 

 Property Management-Jim Bresina volunteered to be our general contractor for the 

bathroom project, Dennis & Val Rubenzer to be contact people.  Roof is done.  

Wooden church doors to be painted.  Air conditioners in sanctuary repaired & 

ready for new season. 

Chair Report:  Pastoral evaluation distributed & to be returned by June council    

meeting. 

Pastor's Report: 

Motion made by Alice Zinsmaster and seconded by Rod Johnson to accept     

membership of Chrissy, Nick, Dominick and Rose Meisner, Phil, Kari, Jacob & 

Jensyn Skaar, Karen Anderson, Alexa Sarauer, and Gauge Klemish.  Motion      

carried. 

 Mutual Ministry-Pastor Martin to review resources. 

 Wednesday Dinners-25 nights, 1375 people served, $4597.25 donated, $3553.39 in 

expenses, $1044.86 in profit.  Will need a new meal coordinator for 2014/2015. 

 Parent's Nite Out-To be continued in the fall. 

 Imagine Together-To be continued in the fall. 

 God's Work/Our Hands-Pastor Martin will contact Our Savior's for a possible joint 

effort for a 9/7 work day. 

 Membership letter being finalized.  Donation/ad requests for BHS and Bloomer 

Community Club declined. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council Meeting 

May 13, 2014 

Committees 
  
WORSHIP 
-Janice Naset  
  Chair/Liaison 
-Lisa Goettl 
-Janet Helgeson 
-Kathy Geissler 
-Janelle Yeakey 
 
FELLOWSHI 
-Lyn Pank 
-Pauline Stertz 
  Liaison 
-Sue Zwiefelhofer 
-Sue Seibel 
-Nylah Gust 
-Heidi Morning 
 
SOCIAL 
-Art Klingenberg 
  Chair 
-Pauline Stertz and  
  Jordyn Keller 
  Liaisons 
-Heidi Keller 
-Jeff Cole 
-Gregg Anderson 
 
YOUTH &   
EDUCATION 
-Adam Ewings  
 Liaison 
-Michelle Rufledt 
-Kelly Custer 
-Marla Paulson 
 
DISCIPLESHIP 
-Kathy Faschingauer 
and Alice Zinsmaster         
Liaisons 
-Michelle Gasper 
-Alice Zinsmaster 
-Sue Nehring 
-Carrie Anderson 
-Terri Bohl 
 
PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT 
-Tom Buchner 
  Liaison 
-David Lane 
-Stub Naset 
-Pete Zeman 
-Val Rubenzer 
-Dennis Rubenzer 
-Nadine Bresina 
-Rod Schmidt 
-Shelly Lane 
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Financial Report: 

 Motion made by Janice Naset and seconded by Aice Zinsmaster to accept        

Financial Report.  Motion carried. 

Old Business: 

 Pictorial Directory-Proofs are back to Life Touch. 

 Synod Stewardship Presentations-Pastor Martin to present to Central Lutheran 

Church in Chippewa Falls on 5/31. 

 Bequest update-Value estimated at $5000-$7000. 

 Membership Letter/List update-Letter being finalized 

New Business: 

Motion made by Kathy Faschingbauer and seconded by Lynette Pank to release the 

property of the organ in the Fellowship Hall for possible sale/donation.  Motion    

carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 P.M. with the Lord's Prayer. 

 

 Shelly Lane, secretary 

 

Meeting attended by Pastor Martin, Tom Buchner, Rod Johnson, Alice Zinsmaster, Pat 

Boettcher, Adam Ewings, Lynette Pank, Janice Naset, Pauline Stertz, Kathy               

Faschingbauer, Jordyn Keller and Shelly Lane. 
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Council Meeting 

 
Committees 
  
WORSHIP 
-Janice Naset  
  Chair/Liaison 
-Lisa Goettl 
-Janet Helgeson 
-Kathy Geissler 
-Janelle Yeakey 
 
FELLOWSHI 
-Lyn Pank 
-Pauline Stertz 
  Liaison 
-Sue Zwiefelhofer 
-Sue Seibel 
-Nylah Gust 
-Heidi Morning 
 
SOCIAL 
-Art Klingenberg 
  Chair 
-Pauline Stertz and  
  Jordyn Keller 
  Liaisons 
-Heidi Keller 
-Jeff Cole 
-Gregg Anderson 
 
YOUTH &   
EDUCATION 
-Adam Ewings  
 Liaison 
-Michelle Rufledt 
-Kelly Custer 
-Marla Paulson 
 
DISCIPLESHIP 
-Kathy Faschingauer 
and Alice Zinsmaster         
Liaisons 
-Michelle Gasper 
-Alice Zinsmaster 
-Sue Nehring 
-Carrie Anderson 
-Terri Bohl 
 
PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT 
-Tom Buchner 
  Liaison 
-David Lane 
-Stub Naset 
-Pete Zeman 
-Val Rubenzer 
-Dennis Rubenzer 
-Nadine Bresina 
-Rod Schmidt 
-Shelly Lane 
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Council Updates/Church News 

A message from the Worship and Music Committee:  
 

The Worship & Music committee met on May 18th.  There will be an outdoor worship service on Sunday, 

June 29th at 10:00.  Note the time change!   The worship will take place outside of church on the south side 

lawn/parking space.   This will coincide with VBS.  A pot luck dinner and games will follow worship.  

Watch the bulletin for further details. 

An update on the new hymnals:  Our goal has been set to have the hymnals in the pews by July 6th          

worship.  If you still want to donate to the hymnal fun, feel free to do so. 

 

Janice Naset 

Chairman/Council Liaison 

A message from the Council President: 

Over Easter we were blessed to take all 18 members of our family on a trip to California.  It was a miracle 
to get 8 adults and 10 kids age, 21, 18, 13, 13, 10, 7, 3, 2, 2, and 18 months together for 5 days to share an 
adventure with no outside demands and lots of shared experiences and memories. 

One of  those memories is the faces of those from 7 through 21 when they were for the first time really 
aware of the number of homeless on the streets in that beautiful city -full of parks, the bay, the ocean, the 
history and flowers.  The questions were endless about that and the answers few and far between.  Of 
course there are some shelters and of course there are soup kitchens, but the numbers overwhelm.  When 
we left there were some edibles still in the rooms that were unopened - and they were loaded up and taken 
to some of the “street people”.  That was the idea of one of the 13 year old boys.  They delivered the bags 
themselves after finding just the “right person” - one who had a cart to put the bags in. 

We do not have those numbers in Bloomer, in Boyceville, or in Osseo.  BUT - these people are here, too.  
We may not see them every day - we many not hear about them often on the news.  BUT - they are  here 
and there are things that we can do.  We can make an effort to fully support Agnes’ Table (that provides 
dinners to the homeless); we can continue to contribute to the Food Pantry so there is a place for them to 
get the food they need; we can give both financial and material (clothing) support to the Clothes Closet.   

Finally the Bloomer Clergy Association participates in the “Point in Time Survey” that provides             
information on the homeless in this area - including those who bunk with friends or relatives.  The 
Bloomer Clergy Fund provides immediate help to those who need support to get where they are going, 
who need a place to stay for the night or some other short term aid.  If you would like to support that Fund, 
checks can be made to the Bloomer Clergy Fund and brought to the church.   

We are very fortunate to have family, food, shelter, and friends to support us.  There are many who do not 
have any of those life sustaining things.  Please look into your hearts and give what you can to help.     
Sharing what we have with those who do not have should be our Thank You to our God.   

Blessings, 
Pat Boettcher 
Council Chair/President 
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Financial Report - May 2014 

                    2013                         2014 Budget 2014 

Beginning Balance – Jan. 1st                $23,002.00     $7,513.00   

Income – May                  $81,142.00          $88,020.00 $100,075 

Expenses – May                  $94,479.00          $89,714.00 $100,075 

Balance                    $9,665.00            $5,819.00   

        

Loan – Peoples State Bank 

  

             $102,820.00    $88,420.00   

 

        

  QUILTING 

A date has not been set for  quilting.  

Please watch the bulletin for details. 
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Congratulations to our Seniors! 
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WEATHER ALERT! 

Summer fun in the sun can be harmful to 

your health!  Stay hydrated and don’t      

forget the sunscreen. 

ELCA NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING  

DETROIT MICHIGAN 

JULY12-15, 2015 

7TH -12TH GRADE 

 

Multicultural Youth Leadership Event 

Registration October 2014 

More info coming soon 

BRAT STAND 

JUNE 6 & 7 

SHADICKS PRICE RITE 

Brats, Hot Dogs, Sauerkraut, Chips, Bars, Beverage 

Hosted by St. John’s Youth 

Money earned for camp & activities. 

Come on down & bring a friend. You’ll be glad you 

did! 

SUMMER CAMP AT LUTHER PARK 

OFF TO CAMP WE GO! 

RyAnna Keller & Nicole Knutson at camp June 15-20. 

Lizzie & Kate Anderson at camp June 22-27. Still 

time to register for summer camp at Luther Park.   

Programs available for various age levels. Brochures 

available or register online at www.lutherpark.org. 

Experience God through Holy play.      

Sr. High 

9th -12th Grade SUMMER STRETCH 

Food, Fellowship, Discussion 

Time:  4:45-6:45pm 

Dates: June 18, 25, & July 2, 9, &16 

Friends Welcome 

Call 715-568-5446 ext. 12 or email stjohnsl-

marla@bloomer.net for more info.  

SUMMER PICKS 

Roast hot dogs & Marshmallows with friends 

Catch fire flies 

Ice cream at Olsons 

Read a book 

Walk in the park 

Add something from your list that makes you smile & 

share it with a friend 

FAITH MAKES THINGS POSSIBLE NOT EASY 

 RUNNING THE RACE                            

VBS: JUNE 23-26 

ADULT, SR. HIGH @ MIDDLE SCHOOL 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN AREAS LISTED 

BELOW   

Counselor housing Sunday-Thursday, 3 counsel-

ors estimated 

Counselor Lunches 

Prepare & serve Snacks 

Monitor Free Time 

Staff Registration Table 

Supervise bus ride from elementary school to 

ST. John’s at noon Monday through Thursday 

Teacher Assistants 

FOR MORE INFO OR TO VOLUNTEER: Call 

715-568-5446 ext., 12 or email stjohnsl-

marla@bloomer.net.  

mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
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You are invited to… 
RUNNING THE RACE 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2014 
SONGS, SKITS, BIBLE STUDY, GOD IN NATURE, CRAFTS, STORY TIME, FIELD TRIP, 

 CAMP COUNSELORS 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

When: June 23rd ς 27th
 

Where: {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ мпло bŜǿƳŀƴ {¢ΦΣ .ƭƻƻƳŜǊ 

Who: Children 5K through 5th Gr. & Friends (By grade just completed) 

TIME: NOON TO 5:30 PM 

TRANSPORTATION FROM SUMMER SCHOOL TO ST. JOHN’S PROVIDED BY KOBUSSEN BUS 

COST: $10.00 PER CHILD, $25.00 PER FAMILY (scholarships available) 

Complete Registration/health forms included in mailing and 

place in basket on desk outside Marla’s office by June 8For more 

info or to volunteer contact: Marla @ 715-568-5446 ext. 12 

 
 

Led in partnership with Luther Park Bible Camp 
Where Faith is Nurtured  Through Holy Play!  
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St. John’s Preschool News 

We finished up the school year with graduation programs on May 15th & 16th. Our preschool families, staff 

and board members brought food for the pot luck suppers, held prior to the graduation ceremonies. It was a  

nice ending to a great year! But we find ourselves asking, "just where did those nine months go"?! 

 

We are already thinking and planning for the fall. The Casper Foundation recently gifted us with a $1,000 

donation, which will be used to help us develop a science/discovery area. Michelle, our director attended a 

two day early childhood education conference at UW Stout in April. There were several workshops offered 

with a science theme. Even at this young age, there are plenty of things to discover and learn about in the 

area of science. It will be fun to see this segment of curriculum unfold, and watch the children as they      

explore new things. 

 

We'd like to thank David and MaryAnn Lambert for recently designating their Thrivent Choice Dollars to 

the preschool program. $69 was deposited into our account last month, as a result. A sincere thank you  

goes out to everyone who directed their Choice Dollars to our program this past school year. What a     

wonderful gift! As we understand it, Thrivent requires qualifying members to choose which organization is 

to receive their Choice Dollars at different times during the year. The Choice Dollars program is no longer 

set up as a one time designation, until the member chooses a different organization. We would greatly            

appreciate qualifying members to consider our program again, when asked to make their choice of             

organizations. We've been able to enhance our educational programming because of these generous gifts. It 

means a lot to everyone involved with the preschool; the parents, board members, staff and especially the 

children! 

 

We have a limited number of openings in the enrollment for the fall. If anyone would like more               

information, please call Michelle Gasper at 715-568-1060. We welcome children who are at least three 

years old by Sept. 1, 2014. There are classes for both three and four year olds. If your child misses the Sept. 

1st date, there is a possibility of he/she joining us once they turn three (depending on enrollment numbers). 

Several children who miss the 4K cut off date are registered with us for the fall. Some four years olds will 

be attending preschool with us in the morning, and the public school's 4K program in the afternoon. So as  

you can see, there are many different possibilities. Thank you for helping us spread the word to the              

community! 
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Congratulations to Trista and Joe Klemish on the recent public recognition of Gauge’s baptism!   

Congratulations to the sponsors’ Mark Blaha and Sonya Arendt. 

You will go out in joy and be led 

forth in peace; the mountains and 

hills will burst into song before 

you, and all the trees of the field 

will clap their hands.  Isaiah 55:12  


