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B U S I N E S S  N A M E 

St. Johnõs Lutheran Church 
St. Johnõs Lutheran Church is a community of people united to God  and to each other by 
faith in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the love of God and the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Love of witness, proclamation, nurture, service, and 
outreach at home and abroad will occur through faithful use of the scriptures, the 
sacraments, and prayer.  We are motivated by our gratitude to God for his abundant gifts of 
forgiveness, life , and salvation. 
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I N T E R E S T :  

¶ Pastorõs News 

¶ Church News  

¶ Church Council 
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¶ Financial Report  
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St. Johnôs Website:  www.Stjohns-bloomer.org  

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

Office number: 715-568-5446 

ONE MORE LAYER OF GROUNDWORK!  

One of the things that I find myself paying particular attention to as the pastor of this church 

is cultural shifts and trends.  Each time my parents visit Bloomer, I truly enjoy comparing 

the church I grew up with in Racine with my dad because we were both 41 when we ac-

cepted the calls to serve our respective churches (St. Paulôs/Racine and St. Johnôs/Bloomer).  

I was 11 when we moved to Racine, the very age my eldest son was when we moved here.  

My how things have changed! 

One of the more noticeable cultural changes is the various modes of communication.  I still 

remember when my sister got her first cordless phone!  I recall how amazed I was that we 

could use the cordless phone outside of the house and not be stuck in the family room re-

cliner  any longer!  In todayôs world, I think we all can recognize the explosion of ways we 

have to communicate, from email to texting, Facebook to Twitter, Snapchat to Facetime.   

When my mom served as the church secretary, all she had to worry about was the weekly 

bulletin and the monthly newsletter.  Today, we add to Traceyôs position description manag-

ing our website, Facebook account, Powerpoint announcements and worship slides, newspa-

per information ï all in addition to the weekly bulletin and monthly newsletter!  Yes indeed, 

times have changed! 

The reason I bring all of this up is because this summer we will be conducting a communi-

cations audit, which means that we need to find out how you are receiving information from 

St. Johnôs.  Weôll be offering a survey to find out which of the above list you pay attention 

to so that we can make sure that our staff are utilizing our time efficiently, especially since 

so many of us are the primary contributers of the information for Tracey so that she can or-

ganize it in an orderly and eye-catching way. 

I feel that this communications audit will be the final piece of groundwork/infrastructure 

that I need to lay here at St. Johnôs.  We have implemented a new financial framework that 

simplifies our financial reports and makes interpreting them a less daunting task for our 

church council.  We have worked with our facility to make sure that it can be a member and 

community resource through a variety of improvements and clean-up efforts.  Now we can 

turn our attention to our communication patterns and figure out how to utilize them effi-

ciently.  With your help, we will be able to do better in this area which makes sharing the 

gospel more effective. 

 

         (continued on page 2) 

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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(continued from page 1) 

I am excited to introduce to you our new website which is currently under construction.  Now that we have a 

process in place to make some changes to the website, it wonôt be long before we roll that out and show you 

what a great resource it can be.  Pretty sure that was not part of my momôs job description back in the day! 

We now live in a world where electronic communication is vital to any organization, including churches.  

Good thing that we can still rely on face to face communication as we gather as the body of Christ in addition 

to all of the aforementioned modern uses of communication!   

Pastor Martin 

Church News 
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Church News  

Quilting:  
June 21, 2016 

1:00 ï 4:00 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome to join us! 

Thank  you Michelle for 21 years of caring! 
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Congratulations to the new baptized! 

Top Right:  Lily Ruth LaGesse 

Bottom Right: Reid Dennis Schemenauer 



  

 
P A G E  5  

 

 

 

 

Meeting called to order by President Rod Johnson 

 

Opening Devotion and Prayer by Pastor Martin 

 

Agenda Amendment: Amend agenda to move Old Business item web site update to first item of dis-

cussion with Tracey McCann, church office manager present at meeting. Motion made by Ellyn Huda-

cek to approve amended agenda, seconded by Alice Zinsmaster.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of April minutes:  Motion made by Alice Zinsmaster to accept minutes, seconded by Janice 

Naset.  Motion carried. 

 

Website update:  Discussion was held on thoughts and ideas for new website format and information 

to be included on site.  New website is a work in process. 

 

Council/Congregation comments/concerns: Condition of slats on Bell Tower.  Questioned St. Johnôs 

contribution support to the Bloomer Clothes Closet during first quarter of year.  This concern will be 

presented to Social Ministry Committee.  

 

Financial Report:  Motion made by Janice Naset to accept financial report as is, seconded by Ellyn 

Hudacek.  Motion carried.  Lynette Pank/treasurer will check on minor questions of report and respond 

back to council.   

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Property: Carpet install completed.  Take Pride in Your Church/Cleanup Day wonderful turnout. 

Church received an estimated cost of $1,300 to have the floors of church basement stripped and refin-

ished and Sacristy floor tiles replaced.  Committees involved with coverage of cost of this project é 

WELCA, Property Committee, and Altar Guild. 

   

Social Ministry: Last Bingo gathering was held in April and will be continue again in fall. 

 

Worship/Music Ministry: Service at Luther Park was well attended. Estimated fifty-six members 

were served lunch and family members donated time and labor in park clean up. 

 

Youth/Family Ministry: Contemplating future Wednesday fellowship activity due to generated inter-

est from 4th and 5th grade fellowship Library/Bowling held on April 13th.   

Youth Fund Raisers--Bake sale generated $191, Giving Tree has generated thus far $515.  Ministry is 

contemplating a possible fundraiser -personalized cake pans.   Eight youth and two adults will be trav-

eling to Nashville on the Mission Trip.  High School Graduate Recognition to be held on Sunday May 

22nd. 

 

Survey: Best means to conduct a survey on how the members of St. Johnôs are receiving church news/

eventsé by newsletters, emails, bulletins, etc.?  

Council Meeting  

      May 10, 2016 
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Old Business:  

Email voting: President Rod Johnson presented a practice/guideline sheet for email voting. Motion 

was made by Tyler Halverson to accept guideline, seconded by Lynette Pank.  Motion carried. 

Projector: Council agreed to contact Audio Architects Inc to discuss options and assistance in utiliz-

ing donated equipment that we have until we have the funds to update the churchôs audio system 

equipment. 

 

Adjournment: Motion was made by Janice Naset to adjourn meeting, seconded by Alice Zinsmaster.  

Motion carried.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:51p.m. with the óLordôs Prayerô led by Pastor Martin. 

 

 

Pauline Stertz/Secretary 

 

Meeting attended by Pastor Martin, Rod Johnson, Adam Ewings, Tom Buchner, Lynette Pank, Ellyn 

Hudacek, Janice Naset, Tyler Halverson, Phil Skaar, Nick Zakrzewicz, Alice Zinsmaster, Pauline 

Stertz. 

 

Council Meeting 
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Financial Report-2016 

  2015 2016 BUDGET  2016 

Beg. Balance - Jan. 1  $2,143.00   $4,401.00    

Income-April -May  $83,337.00   $79,900.00   $84,672.00  

Expenses-April -May  $84,672.00   $84,102.00   $84,672.00  

Balance-May 15 $808.00  $199.00    

Loan - Security Financial  $77,750.00   $71,354.00  General Fund 

Loan - Security Financial    $4,282.00  Bathrooms 
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SUMMER CAMP AT LUTHER PARK  

OFF TO CAMP WE GO!  

Programs available for Kindergarten through Sr. High Youth as well 

as Family Camp. Weeks are filling up quickly.  Visit 

www.lutherpark.org for more info. 

To register your child, contact Marla @ stjohnsl-

marla@bloomer.net for St. Johnôs code and instructions to     

register online.     

PRAYER WARRIORS  

 

Members of St. Johnôs are asked to 

pray daily for youth, adult chaperones 

and bus driver who will be traveling to 

Nashville, leaving June 18 and         

returning to Bloomer June 25 for 

Week of Hope Mission trip. Please lift 

up in prayer the people listed.  

Jordyn Keller          Tayler Buchholz 

Nic Zakzrewicz       Jessica Gengler 

Chloe Swartz           Nora Hassemer 

Lauren Frion           Josh Prill 

Troy Buchholz         Marla Paulson 

Lamers Coach Bus Driver 

WEEK OF HOPE MISSION TRIP  

COMMISSIONING WORSHIP  

9 AM SUNDAY, JUNE 12 

Youth and adults invite all members 

and friends to join in the commission-

ing worship as we seek to be faithful 

followers of Jesus through service and 

loving others.  

 

SAILING THE HIGH CôS 

VBS JUNE 27-30 

Adult, Sr. High & Middle School Volunteers  

Needed In Areas Listed  

Counselor housing Sunday-Thursday, 4-5 counselors estimated 

Counselor Lunches 

Prepare & serve Snacks 

Staff Registration Table 

Teacher Assistants 

FOR MORE INFO OR TO VOLUNTEER: Call 715-568-5446     

ext., 12 or email stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net.  

 

God is Good,  

All the time!  

 

All the time,  

God is Good!!  

WEATHER ALERT!  

SUMMER FUN IN THE SUN CAN 

BE HARMFUL TO YOUR HEALTH!

STAY HYDRATED.  DONôT       

FORGET THE SUN SCREEN 

 

FAITH MAKES THINGS         

POSSIBLE NOT EASY 

http://www.lutherpark.org
mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
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 He will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of chil-

dren to their parents. Malachi 4: 6 

ñImagine growing up in a home where everyone feels loved, valued and 

heard every night; a family that seeks Godôs wisdom, will and Word at 

the center of their lives; an intimate community where every night is an 

experience of caring, sharing comfort and peace.ò Does this sound like 

an impossible dream? One thing is for sure: This dream is not going to 

magically materialize without intention, commitment and a workable 

plan to make it happen.ò  

The above paragraph is a quote from page 11 ñHolding Your Family Togetherò, written by Dr. Rich Melheim.  

Iôm certain you may be asking, ñWhat is this all about?ò What does this have to do with St. Johnôs and the 

families who are part of our faith community?ò I have been asking myself these same questions for several 

years, as I have ñpondered,ò (one of Pastor Martinsô favorite words), what does the face of Christian education 

look like in this space. 

 As I watch, listen, and speak with young and old alike, I have found that most of us (myself included) travel at 

a very fast pace. Some of us are busy raising a family, taking children to preschool, going to teachersô confer-

ences, sporting events, as well as many additional activities, holding down jobs, and falling into bed at night 

only to repeat the same schedule when the new day begins. Others are empty nesters looking at retirement, 

traveling, maybe a part time job, or helping with grandchildren. Then we have the people who have retired 

whom we look to for wisdom and direction and wish that someday we will be where they are, with time on 

their hands to sit and read, go for a walk or just simply be.  

You may be asking what does this have to do with Christian education. During the course of time as Youth 

Director, we have used several methods of teaching Christian Education. When I began, children were in con-

tained classes by grade level with one teacher. Each child received a workbook or several sheets with the les-

son theme for the day. The sheets/workbook included questions, puzzles, etc. to use during class time with ex-

tra activities to use at home. We moved from workbooks to the current hands on teaching technique of Rota-

tion workshop for kindergarten through second grade. This method uses small groups of various ages with an 

adult as the Friend in Faith to present the material which involves a movie, craft or game, storytelling as well 

as additional opportunities to enhance the story during the three week time frame that we work on each story. 

Third through fifth grade are in contained class settings with a Friend in Faith adult sharing a specific theme 

each week. Sixth through eighth grade attend confirmation in small groups with various grade levels in each 

small group and a Friend in Faith adult mentor to assist in processing the material that Pastor Martin shares. 

Back to my question ñWhat does this have to do with Christian Education at St. Johnôs?ò Perhaps you are 

thinking whatôs the point of all this. Looks like things are under control, and you would be correct, things are 

under control. The point that I would make is this, during my time here, I have discovered that we teach the 

bible stories very well. At any given time, if I ask a child or group of children to tell me about the story they 

are ñlearning,ò they can share the story with me, but there is something missing.  

         (continued on page 11)  
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 (continued from page 10)  

We know the stories. The next step is to take the stories that we know and make them a part of our daily lives. 

Dr. Melheim has developed a process called ñTHE FAITH 5.òThis plan has 5 steps. They are: Step 1, Share 

your highs and lows,  Step 2, Read a key Bible verse or story,  Step 3, Talk about how the Bible reading might 

relate to your highs and lows,  Step 4, Pray for one anotherôs high and lows,  Step 5, Bless one another before 

leaving. His research shows that when you use this simple routine intentionally and consistently over time, it 

will help model compassion, empathy, reflection and care. Who could argue the fact that we need more of the 

above in our daily lives?  

With that in mind, and because of the workshops/conferences that I have attended, I strongly suggest that we 

as a faith community explore the idea of CROSS GENERATIONAL FAITH WEBBING available to 

strengthen and support each other as we move forward to from just knowing the stories in our heads to making 

them a living part of our hearts and daily lives.  

Blessings, Marla   

PS: Look for more in the July Newsletter. 

Confirmation Retreat at Luther Park  
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SAILING THE HIGH CôS 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL DAY CAMP  

NOON TO 5 PM, JUNE 27 -30, 2016  

Bible Study, Arts & Crafts,  

Nature, Games, Worship 

Children Completing Kindergarten Through 5 th 

Grade Welcome  

TO REGISTER: EMAIL CHILDôS NAME & GRADE JUST COM-

PLETED, PARENT/GARDIAN NAME & PHONE NUMBER BY 

JUNE 13 TO stjohnsl -marla@bloomer.net  

Busing from summer school to St. Johnôs provided 

mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
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