
  

 

LENTEN REFLECTIONS 

The season of Lent has always been a favorite time of the year for me.  As I reflect on 

this year, I am filled with hope and joy.  When I was first called as your pastor, the call 

committee offered the following: 

Commit to involvement of new ideas, practice flexibility.  Hope never to say 

“we’ve never done that before.” 

I have found that promise to be true!  On Ash Wednesday, we experienced the Hunger 

Awareness meal and raised over $400 for ELCA World Hunger.  Many of you felt the 

hunger of a child by eating beans and rice.  Others of you lived with the feeling of guilt 

that comes with eating a first class meal while those with less watched.  It was a     

valuable lesson for all. 

Then there was Holy Week – what a week it was!  As you can see in the chart below, 

Holy Week is growing numerically.  What is more important, however, is how the 

body of Christ is growing spiritually, particularly during these principle festivals of the 

church. 

As you can see, Palm Sunday has the highest single service attendance over the last 6 

years (including Christmas Eve too!).  I thank Kathy Tozer, Trey Baker, Shelly Lane, 

Nicholas Halom, Nylah Gust, Dylan Baker, Joe Lanzer, and Sam Lanzer for               

participating in the passion narrative and making it come alive. 

Maundy Thursday also experienced a significant increase in attendance from last year 

(nearly 36%) due to the 17 young people who participated in their first communion   

instruction.  It was a blessing to work with these youth and their parents during the 

Wednesday learning hour.       continue on to page 2.. 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

Lenten Reflection 2 

Worship       

Wonderings 

4 

Council Minutes 5 

Council Updates 6 

Easter Lily 7 

Financial 8 

Calendar 9 

Youth and Family 10 

Golden Ager’s 

Dinner 

14 

St. John’s  

Preschool 

15 

B U S I N E S S  N A M E  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community of people united to God  and to each 
other by faith in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the 
love of God and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Love of witness, 
proclamation, nurture, service, and outreach at home and abroad will occur 
through faithful use of the scriptures, the sacraments, and prayer.  We are 
motivated by our gratitude to God for his abundant gifts of forgiveness, life , and 
salvation. 
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LENTEN REFLECTIONS 

 

Many thanks to Michelle Rufledt for letting me barge in after she laid the foundation for the evening.  I also 

give thanks for Marla Paulson, Tom Buchner, and Janice Naset for representing the church as I washed their 

feet at the afternoon service.  Both services were very moving for me! 

Good Friday was equally as powerful as we heard the echoes of the nails being pounded into the cross and 

watched the light of Christ diminish with each utterance of his 7 last words.  Leaving in silence and reflecting 

on our part of the crucifixion haunts me every year. 

And finally, Easter.  It warmed my heart to see families arrive even as early as 5:45 am to get their seats!  The 

6:30 am sunrise service began with darkness, but over the course of the morning the Alleluias overshadowed 

any hint of darkness as we proclaimed the crucified Christ risen from the dead.  The Fellowship committee did 

another amazing job with the Easter breakfast and filled our hungry appetites.  The homemade communion 

bread from our first communion class then filled our souls with Christ’s body and blood.  What a day! 

Now as we enter the Easter season, let us witness to our risen Lord by committing our lives to His service as 

he instructed His disciples at the Last Supper - I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 

as I have loved you, you also should love one another.   

~Pastor Martin  

 

 

continued from page 1... 



  

 

P A G E  3  How much do you know about St. Johnôs Lutheran Church worship? 

April 6 

Next week begins Holy Week.  How many full length passion narratives will be offered during 

Holy Week? 

A. None 

B. One 

C. Two 

D. Three 

E. Four 

On the Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday), we will offer Matthew’s passion narrative and on 

Good Friday, we will offer John’s passion narrative.   

 

April 27 

We will soon have our new hymnals in our pews.  Which of the following is not found in this 

new hymnal? 

A. Luther’s small catechism 

B. Service of Healing 

C. Individual Confession and Forgiveness 

D. Installation of church officials 

E. All of the above 

F. None of the above 

 

Answers: April 6-C; April 27-D   
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President Pat Boettcher called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

Tom Buchner opened the meeting with prayer 

 Motion made by Lynette Pank and seconded by Alice Zinsmaster to approve 

the agenda.  Motion carried. 

 Motion made by Janice Naset and seconded by Jordyn Keller to approve the       

e-mailed March meeting minutes.  Motion carried 

Council Comments:  Ministry Review & Performance Evaluation discussed.               

Pat Boettcher, Janice Naset and Tom Buchner to meet to decide on the format for the 

evaluation after Easter. 

Congregational Input:  Possible changes to the newsletter calendar format discussed. 

Committee Reports: 

 Youth & Education-Celebrating Children & Spring Flower sale and potluck to be 

held Sunday, 5/4.   5/11 will be Sundae Sunday.  Youth Encounter 4/25-4/27. 

 Discipleship-None 

 Worship & Music-4/27 is World Malaria Day, Worship in the Park to be held 6/29 

&  9/ 7.  Approximately $3257.5 raised for the cranberry hymnals so far.   

 Fellowship/Social Ministry-New Auburn Community Choir will present their 

Easter concert Wednesday, 4/16 at St. John's. 

 Property Management-Work on the roof will begin 4/9. 

Chair Report:  None 

Pastor's Report: 

 Motion made by Janice Naset and seconded by Tom Buchner to accept mem-

bership by baptism of  Kelsie Blaha, Miles Mohr and Colt Clements and 

transfer to the Church Triumphant for Erna Loew.  Motion carried. 

 Wednesday Dinners-4/9 will be last day of Soup/Sandwich Supper (over $900 

raised) & 4/30 will be last night of Wednesday Dinners. 

 Parent's Nite Out-6 families last time, next “nite out” will be 4/12. 

 Imagine Together-To be held 4/12. 

 Pastor Martin will look into proper logistics to borrowing out the donated scooter 

on a long-term basis. 

 First draft of a letter for the Friends of St. John's presented by Pastor Martin. 

 Announcements-One draft of detailed information needed for the newsletter & one 

draft of information that is more to the point if you want it on the screen before 

worship. 

Financial Report: 

 Motion made by Janice Naset and seconded by Tom Buchner to accept         

Financial Report.  Motion carried. 
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Council Meeting 

April 8, 2014 

Committees  
  
WORSHIP  
-Janice Naset  
  Chair/Liaison 
-Lisa Goettl 
-Janet Helgeson 
-Kathy Geissler 
-Janelle Yeakey 
 
FELLOWSHI  
-Lyn Pank 
-Pauline Stertz 
  Liaison 
-Sue Zwiefelhofer 
-Sue Seibel 
-Nylah Gust 
-Heidi Morning 
 
SOCIAL  
-Art Klingenberg 
  Chair 
-Pauline Stertz and  
  Jordyn Keller 
  Liaisons 
-Heidi Keller 
-Jeff Cole 
-Gregg Anderson 
 
YOUTH &   
EDUCATION  
-Adam Ewings  
 Liaison 
-Michelle Rufledt 
-Kelly Custer 
-Marla Paulson 
 
DISCIPLESHIP  
-Kathy Faschingauer 
and Alice Zinsmaster         
Liaisons 
-Michelle Gasper 
-Alice Zinsmaster 
-Sue Nehring 
-Carrie Anderson 
-Terri Bohl 
 
PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT  
-Tom Buchner 
  Liaison 
-David Lane 
-Stub Naset 
-Pete Zeman 
-Val Rubenzer 
-Dennis Rubenzer 
-Nadine Bresina 
-Rod Schmidt 
-Shelly Lane 
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Old Business: 

 Pictorial Directory-Pictorial Committee to go through proof process next. 

 Synod Council Meeting-Canceled at St. John's until February 2015. 

 Luther Park Stewardship Conference-Pastor Martin & Pastor Nissen will be leading 

stewardship teaching/follow-up to committees/leaders in the synod. 

 Bequest Information-Pending further information. 

 Membership List Update-Friends of St. John's letter to be mailed after final draft     

approved. 

 

New Business: 

 Brainstorm ways our congregation can serve our community on ELCA Synod-wide 

God's Work, Our Hands Sunday, September 7, 2014. 

 No change to the policy regarding not lending out property/equipment of St. John's. 

 Decision made not to purchase used color copier from synod office made after       

discussion. 

 

Motion made by Alice Zinsmater and seconded by Jordyn Keller to adjourn.       

Motion carried.  Pastor Martin closed the meeting with the Lord's Prayer at 8:22 P.M. 

 

                                                                                   Shelly Lane, secretary 

 

Meeting attended by Pastor Martin, Tom Buchner, Alice Zinsmaster, Pat Boettcher, Lyn-

ette Pank, Janice Naset, Pauline Stertz, Jordyn Keller and Shelly Lane. 
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Council Updates/Church News 

A message from the Property Committee: 

The roofing project is finished, the furnaces are in, now on to the bathrooms! The breakdown of funds available 

for property projects is listed before the bill for the roof was paid.  The bathrooms are next to be tackled on our 

list.  Any donations are greatly appreciated and bids will be gotten when funds are closer to the estimates we 

have received in the past, which were approximately $12,000.00 for both bathrooms. 

Property Committee Funds as of April 9, 2014 

Confirmation Picture Restoration    $809.12 

Bathroom         $3,525.00 

Bell Fund            $443.59 

Boilers             $283.68 

Landscaping            $289.35 

Roof           $9,207.22 

 

Totals                                                               $14,263.96 

Shelly Lane 

Committee Chair 

 

A message from the Discipleship Committee: 

We are trying to find a date when we all could meet.   

Kathy Faschingbauer 

Committee Chair 

  QUILTING 

A date has not been set for     

quilting.  Please watch the          

bulletin for details. 
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Easter Lily Donations 

In Memory of:                   Donated by: 

Stan, Alice, Tim, and Tom Davis       Kathy & Dan Faschingbauer and family 

Howard & Nadine Nehring       Butch & Sue Nehring 

Cliff & Wanda Marek         Martha Libersky  

Great Grandma Ruthie & Grandpa Lewie      Kerena, Ty, Issac & Trent 

Great Grandpa Don         Kerena, Ty, Isaac, & Trent 

Jack & Lucy Kuhn         Bob & Janie Jacobson 

Henry & Lena Weideman        Marie Weideman 

Lewis & Ruth LaGesse        Sam & Wendy LaGesse & family 

Curly & DeNyse Picotte        Sang & Marsha Lee 

Leon & Ruth Naset      Stub & Janice Naset 

Marvin & Gladys Schroetter     Stub & Janice Naset 

Jake & Doris Stuckert         Children & Families 

Violet & LaVern Hass       Robert & Darlene Hass 

Mr. & Mrs John Ellissr        Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Hyland 

Mr. & Mrs. Emery Hyland        Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Hyland 

Bud & Marie Tozer            Bert & Kathy Tozer 

Charles Marvin & Laura Hansen       Bert & Kathy Tozer 

Bill Peterson          Jane Peterson 

Shirley Ann Schmidt         Rod Schmidt Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Otto Schmidt                Rod Schmidt Sr. 

Charlotte Schultz        Rod Schmidt Sr. 

Roy Luedtke                                         Rod Schmidt Sr. 

 

In Honor of:      Donated by: 

Our Children and Grandchildren        Butch & Sue Nehring 

Children & Grandchildren        Bert & Kathy Tozer 

Children, Grandchildren, and  Great Grandchildren  Rod Schmidt Sr. 

Our family       John & Margaret Hagen 

Our family       Don & Kathy Geissler   
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Financial Report ï April 2014  

     Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

St. John’s wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering.  

Electronic giving offers convenience for individual members and provides much-needed donation consistency for 

our congregation.  Direct debit giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings      

account to the church’s bank account.  Deductions can be weekly, bi-weekly or monthly.   

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis you no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52      

envelopes.  And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this program 

will allow your offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving.  Authorization forms are available at 

the information desk at the back of church.  The only information we need is name of your bank, routing number, 

account number and your signature.  

                    2013                         2014 Budget 2014 

Beginning Balance ï Jan. 1st               $23,002.00     $7,513.00  

Income ï April               $68,539.00          $70,389.00 $82,727.00 

Expenses ï April               $77,107.00          $70,853.00 $82,727.00 

Balance               $14,434.00            $7,049.00  

      

Loan ï Peoples State Bank 

  

            $108,703.00 $89,420.00   

St. Johnôs Preschool went to the Childrenôs Museum for a fieldtrip.  

Blaine is depositing some money at the bank. 
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Congratulations to the following children who received their First Communion on Maundy 

Thursday.  We thank them for making the bread that was shared with us during holy week. 

Cal Lueck  Charlie Lewis  Tavyn Jones  

Dane Michaelsen  Patrick Rothbauer  Kylie Culver  

Mikayla Rufledt  Skylar Zwiefelhofer  Dawson Krenz  

Dylan Baker  Tianna Buchholz  Jaden Halom  

Dylann Downey  Alana Helland  Ryanna Keller  

Madalaine Larson  Dominick Meisner    
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WEATHER ALERT! 

Parents and youth, rule of thumb for St. John’s Lutheran, when school is         

cancelled due to bad weather all learning events, scheduled (preschool,            

elementary, middle school, & Sr. high) are cancelled as well. 

SPRING FLOWER SALE 

SUNDAY, MAY 4 

Hanging baskets, potted plants, many varieties available  

At reasonable prices  

Fundraiser sponsored by youth for camp & activities  

CELEBRATE CHILDREN SUNDAY, MAY 4 

9:00 AM WORSHIP 

 Childrenôs voices share music 

 1st Grade children receive Bibles 

10:30 AM 

 Pot Luck meal, all members & guests invited 

Hot Dogs & beverage provided 

Please bring your childôs favorite food or for eve-

ryone who is a child at heart, your favorite child-

hood dish to share 

FOOD, FUN & FELLOWSHIP ST. JOHNôS STYLE! 

SUMMER CAMP AT LUTHER PARK 

Programs for 5K through Sr. High, Family Camp, 

Grandparents/Kids and more. Brochures available 

at Welcome Station & counter outside Main office. 

Get complete camp info at www.LutherPark.org. 

Enjoy a great week where faith is nurtured through 

Holy Play.    

 

LEARNING SCHEDULES 

Sunday, May 4 @ 10:15 am, CELEBRATE            

CHILDREN, Preschool through 8TH Grade 

Wednesday, May 7 @5:30 pm, 5th through 8th  

Grade End of year Celebration 

No elementary learning  

(Preschool through 4th Grade) scheduled  

FIRST GRADE BIBLES  

PRESENTED SUNDAY, MAY 4  

          9:00 AM WORSHIP  

CELEBRATE CAREGIVERS SUNDAE SUNDAY 

ENJOY CULVERS CUSTARD SUNDAES  

 10:15 AM ON SUNDAY MAY11 

DESSERT FIRST! 

ALL MEMBERS INVITED 

http://www.lutherpark.org/
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RUNNING THE RACE  

VBS JUNE  23 -26  

ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

IN AREAS LISTED BELOW   

 Counselor housing Sunday -

Thursday, 3 counselors              

estimated  

 Counselor Lunches  

 Prepare & serve Snacks  

 Monitor Free Time  

 Staff Registration Table  

 Teacher Assistants  

FOR MORE INFO OR TO        

VOLUNTEER: Call 715 -568 -5446 

ext., 12 or email stjohnsl -

marla@bloomer.net .  

SENIOR RECOGINTION  

WEDNESDAY,  MAY 14  

6 PM MEAL, 7 PM WORSHIP  

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES! 

Tayler Asher                                            Ryan Benson  

Ryan Buske                            Chase Faschingbauer  

Kerena Gerrits                                        Lucas Hilger  

Ethan Koehler                               Celvin Marquardt  

Taylor Metzger                                      Katie Michels  

Hannah Pecha                                Samantha Rogge  

Samantha Schmidt                                    Ross Vanis  

Paige Zeman                    

mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
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¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻΧ 
RUNNING THE RACE 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2014 
SONGS, SKITS, BIBLE STUDY, GOD IN NATURE, CRAFTS, STORY TIME, FIELD TRIP, 

 CAMP COUNSELORS 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

When: June 23rd ς 27th
 

Where: {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ мпло bŜǿƳŀƴ {¢ΦΣ .ƭƻƻƳŜǊ 

Who: Children 5K through 5th Gr. & Friends (By grade just completed) 

TIME: NOON TO 5:30 PM 

¢w!b{thw¢!¢Lhb Cwha {¦aa9w {/Ihh[ ¢h {¢Φ WhIbΩ{ twh±L595 .¸ Yh.¦{{9b .¦{ 

COST: $10.00 PER CHILD, $25.00 PER FAMILY (scholarships available) 

Complete Registration/health forms included in mailing and 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ƻƴ ŘŜǎƪ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ aŀǊƭŀΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ōȅ WǳƴŜ уCƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 

info or to volunteer contact: Marla @ 715-568-5446 ext. 12 

 
 

Led in partnership with Luther Park Bible Camp 
Where Faith is Nurtured  Through Holy Play!  

 



  

 

Golden Agerõs Dinner/Maundy Thursday 
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St. Johnôs Preschool News 
The month of April held many activities for the preschoolers. We took walks with our umbrellas to celebrate the letter 

"u". Both days we walked were sunny, but it was still fun to go downtown and show our umbrellas to anyone who was 

around to see. One of the days was quite windy which presented a bit of a challenge for small children with big  

umbrellas. 

 

Of course we celebrated Easter, and holidays are always special times with our friends and families. 

 

We took a bus trip to the Eau Claire Children's Museum on Thurs. April 24th. Each child was able to bring an adult 

guest with them and Pastor Martin came along too. There were so many things to see and do! Some of  

the favorites were the life sized cow, the fishing boat, the water works and the digestive tract they could crawl through 

and explore. Money raised from our bowl-a-thon covered the cost of admission for everyone as well as the bus      

transportation. 

 

We welcomed Colleen and Uncle Squaty (local children's musicians) who performed for us on Tues. April 29th in the 

high school commons. The children were delighted to meet them, as they've sang and danced to many of their songs 

throughout the year. 

 

May will surely go by quickly, with our last days of preschool being Thurs. May 15th & Fri. May 16th. We'll celebrate 

with end of the year pot luck meals and graduation ceremonies. And then we rest for a bit before moving on with 

plans for the fall. 

We'd like to say thank you to Gloria Lambert for choosing our school to receive Thrivent Choice Dollars recently, in 

the amount of $100. We appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

 

We still have openings in the enrollment, so please contact Michelle Gasper at 568-5446 ext. 14 if you'd like more    

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Gasperôs class is enjoying their free play time. 


