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B U S I N E S S  N A M E 

St. Johnõs Lutheran Church 
St. Johnõs Lutheran Church is a community of people united to God  and to each other by 
faith in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the love of God and the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Love of witness, proclamation, nurture, service, and 
outreach at home and abroad will occur through faithful use of the scriptures, the 
sacraments, and prayer.  We are motivated by our gratitude to God for his abundant gifts of 
forgiveness, life , and salvation. 
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S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

¶ Confirmation 

Faith Statements  

¶ Message from the 

Bishop 

¶ Church Council 

Minutes  

¶ Church News  

¶ Financial Report  

¶ Youth and Family  

¶ Preschool  

St. Johnôs Website:  www.Stjohns-bloomer.org  

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

Office number: 715-568-5446 

PREPARING FOR THE UNTHINKABLE  

Following the devastating loss of Bloomerôs Derek Thompson, I searched for something 

that would speak words of comfort, not only for myself, but for others who might turn to 

me.  When I thought about his wife Brittany and their two young children, my thoughts   

wondered about the shock and pain that they must be experiencing.  As I drove home after 

church after hearing the news, I found myself looking both ways with greater fervor than 

ever while recognizing my own mortality.  How in the world can we prepare for the         

unthinkable?  My thoughts then turned to this passage: 

Matthew 7:24-25 "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be 

like a wise man who built his house on rock.  25 The rain fell, the floods came, and the 

winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock.ò 

This passage is about planning for the unthinkable.  Itôs about the importance of building a 

strong foundation.  And that leads me to two thoughts for reflection. 

The practical side 

The wise man in the above passage had a plan ï a plan to build on a firm foundation ï just 

in case.  Thatôs why most of us have a variety of insurances (life, home, auto, etc.).  Itôs a 

good habit to have things in place just in case.  That is why I want to encourage us all to 

have other plans in place too, namely getting your affairs in order: a will, naming your 

power of attorney, sharing with those close to you what to do in medical emergencies, and 

even funeral arrangements.  In case you didnôt know it, I have a form that I use when plan-

ning funerals and normally go through that form with families after they have lost a loved 

one.  But I encourage you to fill this out before you die because most people want to know 

what you might have wanted (favorite scriptures, hymns, communion, special music, eulo-

gies, etc.)  I promise you this ï you are gifting them by letting them know what your wishes 

are.  There is so much relief when they know that there is a plan in place, especially when I 

can pull from my file your exact desires. 
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(continued from page 1) 

The spiritual side 

In the above passage from Matthew, the central message for me is to build upon a firm foundation.  When 

tragedies occur, when we experience loss, it is our faith that we need to turn to.  It helps us respond to the un-

thinkable things of life.  Our faith informs us that death is not the final end.  Our faith tells us that God is a lov-

ing and compassionate God who seeks to protect all of His sheep in the midst of a world filled with danger.  

Our faith helps us understand that darkness cannot extinguish the light of Christ, that hope in a promise of ev-

erlasting life offered by our loving Father is what we cling to in the midst of all of our questions.   

When dealing with issues of uncertainty, itôs commonplace to try to make sense out of each situation.  There 

are those who are wondering why God took Derek away, that itôs part of Godôs plan.  There are others who 

want to rationalize this horrific event and figure out what good will come out of it.  I donôt believe that they 

will find an answer.  So perhaps instead of figuring out why, perhaps we can move toward now what?  What 

does this mean for me?  What does this mean for the Thompson family?  The disaster has happened and we 

canôt change that.  Personally, Iôm curious to see how God responds, especially to see how God responds 

through us.   

In some way, we have all been impacted by Derekôs loss, some of you more than others.  Please know that my 

door is open, my phone is working, and that Iôm here to walk with you.   

 

Pastor Martin 

The WELCA meeting will be May 12. We will have a Pot Luck at 

12:00 with the meeting to follow.  We will be delivering flowers to 

shut ins after the meeting.  All women are welcome. 

Quilting:  
May 17, 2016 

1:00 ï 4:00 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome to join us! 

Church News 

A message from the Music and       

Worship Committee: 

We will be using the traditional Lordôs 

Prayer during the services throughout the 

summer. 

 

When life gets to hard to stand, kneel  

~Godôs Little Acre 
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Church News  

Are you interested in having a horseshoe/ bean bag toss/ bonfire?  Please sign-up in the narthex if you or 

your family would like to participate.  There has not been a date set until we find out the number of interested     

participants.   Please contact Tom Buchner if you have any questions.  715-568-2778 
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Tom Buchner 

(715) 568-2778 or orgchickens@yahoo.com 
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