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PREPARING FOR THE UNTHINKABLE

Foll owing the devastating | oss of Bl oo

that would speak words of comfort, not only for myself, but for others who might turn
me. When | thought about his wife Brittany and their two young children, my thougt
wondered about the shock and pain that they must be experiencing. As | drove home
church after hearing the news, | found myself looking both ways with greater fervor tt
ever while recognizing my own mortality. How in the world can we prepare for tt
unthinkable? My thoughts then turned to this passage:

Matthew 7:24-25 "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will
like a wise man who built his house on rock The rain fell, the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on that house, but

This passage is about planning f
strong foundation. And that leads me to two thoughts for reflection.

or t he

The practical side

The wise man in the above passage had aipiaplan to build on a firm foundatidnjust
in case. Thatdéds why most of us have a
good habit to have things in place just in case. That is why | want to encourage us &
have other plans in place too, namely getting your affairs in order: a will, naming y«
power of attorney, sharing with those close to you what to do in medical emergencies,
even funeral arrangements. Il n case you
ning funerals and normally go through that form with families after they have lost a lo\
one. But | encourage you to fill this out before you die because most people want to k
what you might have wanted (favorite scriptures, hymns, communion, special music, e
gies, etc.) | promise you thisyou are gifting them by letting them know what your wishes
are. There is so much relief when they know that there is a plan in place, especially wi
can pull from my file your exact desires.

(continued on page 2)
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The spiritual side

In the above passage from Matthew, the central message for me is to build upon a firm foundation. Wh
tragedies occur, when we experience loss, it is our faith that we need to turn to. It helps us respond to the
thinkable things of life. Our faith informs us that death is not the final end. Our faith tells us that God is a lov
ing and compassionate God who seeks to protect all of His sheep in the midst of a world filled with dange
Our faith helps us understand that darkness cannot extinguish the light of Christ, that hope in a promise of «
erlasting life offered by our loving Father is what we cling to in the midst of all of our questions.

When dealing with issues of wuncertainty, i tds coc
are those who are wondering why God took Derek
want to rationalize this horrific event and fi gt

will find an answer. So perhaps instead of figuringwhy, perhaps we can move towardw wha? What
does this mean for me? What does this mean for the Thompson family? The disaster has happened anc

canodt change that. Personal ly, | 6m curious to
through us.

Il n some way, we have all been i mpacted by Dereko
door is open, my phone is working, and that | 6ém

Pastor Martin
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Quilting:
May 17, 2016
1:007 4:00 p.m.

Everyone is welcome to join us!

A message from the Music and The WELCA meeting will be May 12. We will have a Pot Luck at

Worship Committee: 12:00 with the meeting to follow. We will be delivering flowers|to
shut ins after the meeting. All women are welcome.

We will be wusing fhe tyaditional, LQrdo

Prayer during the services throughout ' ;

summer.

é When life gets to hard to stand, kneel

WORSHIP COMMITTEE ~Godos Little Acre
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Church News

“I think my friend has Alzheimer’s.” How do I know? What do I do? How can I 3
still be a friend and show support? 44

“My Mom is living with Dementia and I am her only caregiver.” How can I help? =
Why doesn’t she understand me? Where can I get the help and support I need? s Y

In this two-part series, let’s talk about dementia, what it is, the 10 warning signs of b 3
dementia and tips and tricks to communicating with someone who has dementia.
Come to one or both. The presentations are different.

Date:  Thursday, April 28 28 - i/

Time: 6:00 - 7:00 pm ™ "

Where: GE Bleskacek Family Memorial Library
1519 17" Avenue, Bloomer, WI

Topic: Knowing the 10 Signs of Dementia

Date: Thursday, May 26

Time: 6:00 - 7:00 pm

Where: GE Bleskacek Family Memorial Library
1519 17" Avenue, Bloomer, WI

Topic: 10 Golden Rules for Communicating with someone who has Dementia mf
&

Are you interested in having a horseshoe/ bean bag toss/ bonfiré?ease sigiup in the narthex if you or
your family would like to participate. There has not been a date set until we find out the number of interestec
participants. Please contact Tom Buchner if you have any question56&2%78




Sunday, June 5 - Express vs. Stingers

S
.

Tom Buchner
(715) 5682778 or orgchickens@yahoo.co
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St. John’s Gift Policy Guidelines

All gifts, other than regular planned giving, received by St. John’s Lutheran Church of
Bloomer, Wisconsin will be considered a special gift and be directed to the Gift
Acceptance Committee (GAC) for a recommendation to either accept or reject said gift.
The GAC will be composed of the Council Executive Committee and the Church
Financial Secretary.

St. John’s appreciates all gifts that are made to the Church that can be used to fulfill our
mission. All gifts, upon acceptance, become the sole property of St. John’s. The
following gift acceptance policy is established to respond quickly to donors and provide
guidelines for the committee and church council to follow.

The GAC will decide whether to accept or reject gifts and decide which gifts will be
referred to the church council for a final decision. In the event a gift is rejected, a letter
explaining why items were rejected by the GAC will be written by the council president
thanking the donors but explaining why the items were rejected.

GUIDELINES

1. Special gifts of cash and checks shall be accepted regardless of the amount. All
checks shall be made payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church.

2. St. John’s encourages gifts through wills (bequests). The GAC will determine if there
are any stipulations with the bequest and bring that to the attention of the church
council.

3. St. John’s encourages donors to name St. John’s as recipient of all or a portion of
benefits from life insurance policies.

4. Gifts of securities and real property will be decided on an individual basis and
discussed with the council before acceptance.

5. Tangible personal property and other property will need to be appraised by an
independent appraiser before being considered by the GAC and referred to the
council for a final decision. Any pending fees or appraisal charges will be approved by
the church council prior to acceptance of items requiring such fees. In most cases
said property will be sold with proceeds going to St. John’s.

6. Designated gifts will be accepted if they follow policy guidelines and will be deposited
in the appropriate accounts.

7. Undesignated monetary gifts and proceeds from the sale of gift items shall be placed
in the church council fund until the council decides how to use said funds.
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