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Warm Welcome To Our New Youth Director, Katelynn OõConnell 
 

Hello everybody! My name is Katie OõConnell and I am so ex-
cited to be a part of St. Johnõs as the new Children, Youth, 
and Family Ministry Director! Pastor Martin has asked me to 
share a bit about me, so here we go!  

   I was born in Sparta, WI.  

   When I was 5, my parents moved me and my three brothers 
to Boyceville, WI.  

   When I was 15, we moved to River Falls, WI, which is where 
Iõve called home since! 

   As mentioned, I have three brothers. Dallas (28), James 
(26), myself (almost 25), and Maclain (23). Maclain is engaged to be married 
this summer, so I will soon have a sister -in-law (and I am SO EXCITED!!!!).  

I have a pet snake. His name is Whisper. Heõs a ball python. He is very, very 
sweet.  

I love music. I play mainly the clarinet, guitar, and ukulele though I am also teach-
ing myself mandolin and working on my piano skills.  

I was a camper at Luther Park Bible Camp from 2009 -2012. I started working 
there when I graduated from high school in 2013. Since then, Iõve spent 6 or 7 
summers working there.  

From the time I was a senior in high school throughout my college career, I was 
told by many pastors that I should go to seminary. I told them I would never go 
because ministry was a summer camp thing and was not the career for me.  

I did a marketing and communications internship at a camp for children and 
adults with disabilities in Minnesota in 2018.  

It was this internship that made me realize even though I LOVE the population I 
was working with, I didnõt truly enjoy working solely in marketing and commu-
nicationsé... So, I applied to Luther Seminary. 

I graduated from UW -Stout with a B.S. Professional Communication and Emerg-
ing Media degree in the Spring of 2019.  

In the Fall of 2019, I started at Luther Seminary and am working my way toward a 
M.A. Children, Youth, and Family Ministry degree. I can say with a lot of confi-
dence that I love it and am glad that I decided to FINALLY listen to the call to 
long -term ministry.  

I will be continuing as an online, part -time student at Luther Seminary as I work at 
St. Johnõs. Seminary has been an amazing experience so far and I am excited 
to continue to learn and grow, both in the school setting and at St. Johnõs. I 
am looking forward to all of the opportunities Iõll get at St. Johnõs, but most of 
all, I am excited to make connections and create and/or grow communities 
with congregation members of all ages!  

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/


  

 
M A Y  2 0 2 0  

Prayers of Healing for our Church Family 

Donna Kerckhove, Rene Kerckhove, Tom Buchner, Ilene Pingel, Carolyn Bergh, Willard 

Rogge, Maggie Olson, Dick Gladitsch, Merv Marquardt, Brian Bleskacek, Alice Zinsmaster, 

Arlene Christianson. 

    Please Join Our Church Family In Prayer 

         As we enter the month of May, please join our  

church family  in prayer.  Below you will find a list of those who we will 

be praying for. If you  or someone you  know would like to be added to 

  one of the list please stop by the church office,  call the   

   office at  715-568-5446 ,  or email the information to:   

stjohnsl-secretary@bloomer.net 

Prayers for our Active Military 

Jacob Dachel, Jacob Johnson, Danielle Shipman, Kelsey Leavens, Trenton Beaudette,  

Ryan Heiss 

Prayers for the Saints 

Prayers for the week of May 3rd:  Jay, Kari, Cody and Kiley Braun; James and Nadine Bresina; 

Tom Buchner; Joe, Kelly, Kendall and Kolten Burgess. 

Prayers for the week of May 10TH::  Brian, Cathy, Mitch and Tylor Calkins; Marsha Callstrom; 

Kyle, Stephanie, Karter and Larissa Chevrier; Paul, Sarah, Gregorie and Julie Chojnacki. 

Prayers for the week of May 17TH:  Harley and Arlene Christianson; Josh, Malia, Colt and 

Huck Clements; Jeffrey Cole; Mel Crisp; Thomas and Kylie Culver. 

Prayers for the week of May 24rh :  Kelly, Laken (Jones) and Tavyn (Jones)Custer; Jayson, 

Jacqueline, Payton and Preston (Jenneman) Dachel; Russ, Pamela, Jason and Josh Dachel; 

Keenan, Samantha, Ivy and Jennings Dahl. 

Prayers for the week of May 31st :  James Doers; Judy Ellison; Michael, Crystal, Chase, Chris-

tian, Melanie and Michael, Jr. Erickson; Adam, Tracia, Connor and Mason Ewings. 
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Church News  

Deadline for June Newsletter 

If you would like to submit anything for the newsletter please make sure 

to get it to the church secretary no later than May 24th . Thank You!! 
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.  Pending events  include: 

1. Senior recognition 

2. Farewell celebration for Marla 

3. Katie OõConnell installation (first day of work is June 1) 

VBS (tentatively scheduled for July 13-16) 
 

St. Johnõs Lutheran will remain closed through May 26. 

Check out our calendar of events on St. Johnõs webpage for schedule updates 

Volunteers needed to fold our monthly newsletters.   

Contact the office if interested and able to assist!   

Office: 568-5446     Email: Stjohnsl-secretary@bloomer.net 

Lost & Found 
(Across from bathroom near Church Office) 

 

There are many items in our Lost & Found 
area that need to be reunited with their 
owners.  Please take some time this month 
to take a look and see if you recognize  

anything.  All items remaining in the boxes 

on June 7th will be donated to the Clothes 
Closet. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME! 

FINANCE UPDATE  
Year -To-Date as of  April 28, 2020  

 

Year -To-Date:  

 Weekly Contributions   $ 72,066.68  

 Other Raised Funds          5,312.44  

 Total Received    $ 77,379.12  
 

  - Expenses     $-77,707.99  
 

Total remaining after expenses  $   - 328.87  

    9th Grade Faith Statement  
    I believe Jesus Christ is my lord and savior. I have learned this through my par-
ents and family members, church, good friends and people I love. These people re-
spect my beliefs and never try to change me. To be confirmed and be a member of 
Christüs church means the Lord has helped me do good and continue my journey to 
grow and continue to help others to make a positive change in the world. There 
have been times where my church family has prayed for me when I was in need. I 
am happy to be part of my church family to help where needed and pray for others. 
In return I have seen that when helping others sometimes the best reward is their 
smile and appreciation for your time.  
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Church Council Minutes  
Special Meeting of Council (via Zoom) 

April 4, 2020; COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
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Call to Order:   Meeting called to order at 9:00 AM by President Tyler Halverson.  

Opening Prayer:  By Pastor Martin.  

Approval of Agenda:  A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Suzi McInnis, to approve the agen-
da with flexibility.  Motion carried.  

Approval of Minutes ð Regular meeting 3/10/20, Emergency Meeting 3/15/20, Special Meeting 3/28/20:  A mo-
tion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Tom Ewings, to approve minutes listed above.  Motion car-
ried.  

Old Business  

Council Retreat:  Postponed.  

Finances:   

Line of Credit :   Paperwork delayed at bank.  Tyler will follow up ASAP.  

Small Business Disaster Loan (PPP):  Paperwork has been submitted, waiting to hear decision.  Could be 
approved up to $30,000 with 75% to be used on payroll, utilities, etc.  If total is used within 8 weeks, it 
becomes a grant.  If not, the loan needs to be repaid within 2 years at .5% int.  

Thrivent Aid:  Offers loan for facility improvement.  Not for bill assistance.  

Payment Deferrals:  Bills are currently up to date.  Foundation will work with us on payment and may be 
able to extend a loan up to $10,000 at 3%.  

Committee Designated Funds:  Worship and Property Committees would be willing to contribute to expens-
es from their respective funds if needed. Lydia will contact WELCA.  Youth funds will not be utilized.  
Unsure if Mission Trip and Summer Camps will take place.   

Charcoal Chicken Fundraiser:  Postponed due to city guideline.  Will consider rescheduling for Aug/Sept.  

Personal Protective Equipment Donations:  Discussed collecting masks and gloves and where to donate.  

Online Vote Reports:  Approved the following votes that took place online:   

March 17, 2020:  A motion was made by Tyler Halverson, seconded by Melissa Sarauer, to purchase a lap-
top for the office manager from Computer Concepts at a cost of $850 to be paid from Undesignated 
Memorial Fund.  Motion carried.  

April 1, 2020:   A motion was made by Tyler Halverson, seconded by Tom Ewings, to authorize Lydia Blaha 
to apply for a Small Business Disaster Loan (PPP) on behalf of St. Johnõs.  Motion carried.   

New Business  

Holy Week Plans:  Pastor will email and post plans on Facebook:  

Palm Sunday:  Palms will be left on table outside church for members to take.  

Maundy Thursday:  Members may place prayer requests in bin outside church.  

Good Friday:  Anonymous confessions may be placed in bin near cross outside church.  

Easter Sunday:  Brass group will perform on porch of Xpeditions.  Worship online.  

Communtiy Easter Egg Hunt has been cancelled.   

Cleaning:  Anticipated within 5 days of reopening building.  Will coincide with Spring Cleaning.  Property Com-
mittee will organize a small group to thoroughly sanitize surfaces.  

Extension of Building Closure:  A motion was made by Tom Ewings, seconded by Driah Zakrzewicz, in accord-
ance with Federal Government Guidelines, to extend closure of St. Johnõs through April 30, 2020.  Motion car-
ried.   

Communication to Congregation:  Discussed how to relay information regarding finances to congregation.  
Decided that Tyler and/or Lydia will compose a document on behalf of church council outlining financial op-
tions and encouraging giving out of gratitude.   

Announcements:  Discussed where best to make announcements during online worship.  Announcements may 
also be shared on Facebook, by email, and snail mail for those without internet access.   

A motion to adjourn was made at 11:00 AM by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Lydia Blaha.  Motion carried.   

Closing Prayer:  The Lordõs Prayer led by Pastor Martin.   

** Council will meet via Zoom on Saturday, April 11 at 9:00.  This meeting will be in lieu of the regularly sched-
uled council meeting on Tuesday, April 14.  **  

Present via Zoom:  Pastor Martin, Marla Paulson, Victoria Prince -Silvas, Tyler Halverson, Melissa Sarauer, 
Lydia Blaha, Suzi McInnis, Kathy Tozer, Adam Anderson, Tom Ewings, Driah Zakrzewicz, Pat Prill, March 
Trubshaw, Lisa Prill.   



  

 

Church Council Meeting Minutes 
April 11, 2020 (via Zoom) 
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òGrowing disciples who eagerly share Christõs love.ó 
Call to Order:  Meeting called to order at 9:00 AM by President Tyler Halverson.  

Opening Devotion:  By Pastor Martin.  

Approval of Agenda:  A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Marcy Trubshaw, to approve the 
agenda with flexibility.  Motion carried.  

Approval of Minutes:  A motion was made by Suzi McInnis, seconded by Melissa Sarauer, to approve the 
minutes of Special Meeting of Council on April 4, 2020.  Motion carried.   

Financial Report:  A motion was made by Suzi McInnis, seconded by Melissa Sarauer, to approve the financial 
report.  Motion carried.   

Old Business  

Finances:  

Line of Credit:  Has been opened at SFB up to $25,000.  Loan matures in one year.  

Small Business Disaster Loan (PPP):   Thanks to the diligent work of Lydia and Steve Blaha, Tyler, Pastor, 
Victoria and SFB, St. Johnõs has been approved for a PPP loan of $28,500.  If used within 8 weeks on 
approved expenses, the loan becomes a grant, otherwise interest rate is .5%.  Preschool payroll was 
factored in application, as we are one legal entity.   

Payment Deferrals:   At this time all payments will be made as scheduled.  

Designated Funds -Committees:  Lydia is reaching out to WELCA as an option of funds.  

Offering Appeal:   Tyler and Lydia are composing a letter on behalf of council to congregation members 
regarding financial situation and thanking them for continued generosity.   

Holy Week/Easter  

Palm Sunday:  Nearly 2/3 of palms were issued from table in front of building.  

Maundy Thursday:   Seven written prayer requests were left in bin outside of building.  

Good Friday:   Some had problems finding link to Bishopõs message.  Working on accessibility. 

Easter Sunday:   Worship will be streamed on Facebook.  Live music will be offered on porch outside Xpedi-
tions starting at 9:00.  Bells will toll at noon.   

New Business  

Youth and Family Ministry Director Hiring:  

Hiring committee has selected Katie OõConnell as new Youth and Family Ministry Director.  Katie is a grad-
uate of UW-Stout and is working on her Masterõs degree from Luther Seminary. 

A motion was made by Suzi McInnis, seconded by Marcy Trubshaw, to hire Katie OõConnell as Youth and 
Family Ministry Director.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by Lydia Blaha, seconded by Tom Ewings, to approve a compensation package total-
ing $32,000 plus $300 in Continuing Education for 2020.  Motion carried.   

Marlaõs retirement date is May 31 but is flexible for purpose of training with Katie, planned for up to 40 
hours over approximately two -week period.    

Additional Items:   

Charcoal Chicken Fundraiser is tentatively rescheduled for September 13, 2020.  

Youth Committee will discuss how to celebrate Marlaõs years of devotion to St. Johnõs. 

Property Committee will receive estimate from Andy Boncyzk to fix wall by creek.  

Discussed need for potential snow removal for predicted Easter snow event.  

Janitorial staff will begin spring cleanup of yard as weather permits.  

Youth Committee has decided to cancel 2020 Mission Trip to Loveland, CO due to COVID -19 pandemic.  
Refund will be forthcoming from Group Mission Trip, except $50 deposit, which may be reimbursed by 
Youth Committee if used toward a Summer Camp, Youth Quake, NYG, or 2021 Mission Trip.  

A motion to adjourn was made at 10:37 AM by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Suzi McInnis.  Motion carried.   

Closing Prayer:  The meeting adjourned with the Lordõs Prayer, led by Pastor Martin. 

** Council will meet via Zoom on Saturday, April 18 at 9:00 AM.**  

 

Present via Zoom:  Pastor Martin, Victoria Prince -Silvas, Tyler Halverson, Melissa Sarauer, Lydia Blaha, Suzi 
McInnis, Kathy Tozer, Tom Ewings, Adam Anderson, Marcy Trubshaw, Driah Zakrzewicz, Lisa Prill.  
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Emergency Council Meeting (continued) 
March 15, 2020; COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

Call to Order:  Meeting called to order at 9:00 AM by President Tyler Halverson.  

 

Opening Devotion:  By Pastor Martin.  

 

Approval of Agenda:  A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Tom Ewings, to approve the 
agenda, with flexibility.  Motion carried.  

 

Approval of Minutes:  A motion was made by Marcy Trubshaw, seconded by Driah Zakrzewicz, to ap-
prove the minutes of Regular Meeting of Council on April 11, 2020.  Motion carried.  

 

Old Business  

Building Closure Extension:  A motion was made by Tyler Halverson, seconded by Melissa Sarauer, in 
accordance with State Guidelines, to extend closure of St. Johnõs through May 26, 2020.  Motion carried.   

 

Employee Handbook Revisions:  A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Marcy Trubshaw, 
to approve Employee Handbook as revised.  Motion carried.   

 

Finances:   

PPP Loan:  Has been approved but not yet received.  Lydia will compose a payment schedule.  

Giving Letter:  Tyler will compose and distribute next week.  

Line of Credit:  Has been secured with Security Financial Bank up to $25,000.  

 

New Business  

Food Pantry/PPE Donations:   Marcy will spearhead effort and compose letter to congregation.  

Retirement of Youth and Family Ministry Director:  A motion was made by Tom Ewings, seconded by Lisa 
Prill, to accept the retirement of Marla Paulson as Youth and Family Ministry Director effective May 31, 
2020.  Motion carried.   Thank you, Marla for your many years of dedicated service!!  

Additional Comments:  Tom is meeting with Andy Boncyzk for an estimate to repair wall by creek.  He will 
contact Donnie Geissler regarding the Apartment share of the wall.   

A motion to adjourn was made at 10:07 AM by Marcy Trubshaw, seconded by Tom Ewings.  Motion car-
ried.   

 

Closing Prayer:  The Lordõs Prayer led by Pastor Martin. 

 

**Council will meet via Zoom on Saturday, April 25, 202 at 9:00 AM.**  

Present via Zoom:  Pastor Martin, Katie OõConnell, Victoria Prince-Silvas, Tyler Halverson, Melissa Sarau-
er, Lydia Blaha, Kathy Tozer, Tom Ewings, Adam Anderson, Driah Zakrzewicz, Marcy Trubshaw, Pat Prill, 
Lisa Prill.   

Church Council Minutes  
Special Meeting of Council (via Zoom) 

April 18, 2020; COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
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SR. HIGH RECOGNITION 
DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED 

 

         Tayler Buchholz                    Charlie Lewis 

         Mitchell Calkins                   Cal Lueck 

         Cayce Grambo                      Joshua Prill 

         Dalton Grambo                     Trent Tozer 

         Nicholas Halom                     Morgan Walta 

         Isabelle Hillman                    Kelly Yeakey 

FED & FORGIVEN 

5
TH

 GRADE COMMUNION INSTRUCTION 

 

 
 

FAITH MENTOR: WENDY LAGESSE 
 

DATE & TIME PENDING 

 

BUILDING OUR FAITH: 
JESUS AS THE CORNERSTONE 
LUTHER PARK BIBLE CAMP 
VBS 2020 
 
Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,  

With Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone 
Ephesians 2: 20 

 

WHO: JUST COMPLETED KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 5TH GRADE 
WHERE: ST. JOHNS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ALL CHILDREN & FRIENDS WELCOME 
 

JULY DATE & TIME PENDING 
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WHAT:  Need a family project? Participate in a new St. Johnõs Social Ministry  

  project. Making and distributing face masks!  

WHO:     Anyone who can sew.  

WHEN: As soon as possible!  

WHERE: Make the masks at home. Drop them off at the Bloomer Food Pantry.  

HOW:  Here is the plané 

 

As part of our St. Johnõs Social Ministry we would like to make sure our members and 
greater community are protected from COVID -19. Wearing a mask can help stop the 
spread of the virus!  

 

Part One:    SEWéwe would like to propose a project! If anyone can sew and would like to 
participate, contact Marcy Trubshaw at 715 -271-5919 or marcytrubshaw@gmail.com . If 
you have fabric remnants (preferable cotton) great! If not we will figure out how to get 
you some. Using fabric ties seems to be easier to make than elastic is to find. Patterns 
are online. Please place the masks in a sandwich bag and seal.  

 

Part Two:  Bloomer Food Pantry has graciously offered to distribute the masks when indi-
viduals pick up their items at the pantry. We are looking at a total of 150 masks. That is 
quite a large number so anyone who can help, please participate! The food pantry can 
accept masks on Wednesdays after 1:30 pm or Fridays after 10 am. Their address is 808 
Jackson Street, Bloomer.  

 

Part Three:   Besides making masks, prayer is always the best thing we can do. And in 
case you were thinking of dropping off food at the pantry when you drop off masks, the 
pantry cannot accept food at this time. However, financial donations are strongly encour-
aged.  

 

Please let me know if you are interested!  Thank you and stay safe.  

Marcy Trubshaw  

St. Johnõs Church Council, Social Ministry 

St. Johnôs Members CAN! 

mailto:marcytrubshaw@gmail.com
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