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B U S I N E S S  N A M E 

St. Johnõs Lutheran Church 
St. Johnõs Lutheran Church is a community of people united to God  and to each other by 
faith in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the love of God and the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Love of witness, proclamation, nurture, service, and 
outreach at home and abroad will occur through faithful use of the scriptures, the 
sacraments, and prayer.  We are motivated by our gratitude to God for his abundant gifts of 
forgiveness, life , and salvation. 
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St. Johnôs Website:  www.Stjohns-bloomer.org  

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

Office number: 715-568-5446 

 GRANT RECIPIENT SELECTED  

Advocacy is an important part of ministry.  Thanks to Annie Bleskacekôs efforts in          

advocacy, Shelly Wangen will experience firsthand the grace of God! 

Having received a $1,000 outreach grant from our synod, supplemented by $500 of St. 

Johnôs funding, Shellyôs lower level bathroom will undergo a significant facelift!  Shelly 

is a young single woman who is mostly blind, has already had one kidney transplant, and 

copes with more physical ailment than most of us even want to think about.  Yet her     

positive attitude toward life is so contagious that once you have a conversation with her, 

you canôt but help walk away in a better mood!   

Shelly is a new homeowner who would love to end her day with a relaxing bath, but at 

present is unable to because of her mobility issues.  So more than anything else, sheôs 

hoping for a new bathtub with jets that can relax her muscles as she takes in the soothing 

warm water and we can help! 

Buck Paulsen will head a team to do the work.  To accomplish this task, we will have 

other needs: 

1.   A work team of 2-3 people to remove the current tub and install the new one.  If   

funding is available, we might also replace her bathroom flooring with a safer    

surface along with some trim boards.   

2.   A videographer to record a conversation while the work is being done.  Shelly has 

agreed to having a conversation with us so that her story can be shared not only 

here at St. Johnôs, but also at synod gatherings to inspire others!  (Church can    

provide the camera.) 

3. A video editor who can take the video footage and create an inspiring story to 

share. 

4. People to visit with Shelly and help her understand that we care and would love to 

establish a meaningful relationship with her.  These people will also share a little 

bit about their faith journey too! 

 

If you are interested in helping with any of the aforementioned areas, please let me know.  

The work will likely be done on a Saturday (Sunday if needed) this winter (tba).  Your 

faith will strengthen (of that I am certain), but more importantly, Shellyôs will too. 

Pastor Martin 

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY REVIEW  

Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery 

One of the important practices that Iôve learned to do as a pastoral leader is to take a look at the context of 

oneôs church, particularly the neighborhood context.  Every community (and Bloomer is certainly no            

exception!) has a distinct context that churches need to consider to make sure it is serving the community    

effectively. 

I am currently serving as a coach for a 2-point congregation in Bayfield (way up north!) and itôs been           

interesting to see them evaluate their context, which is very different than ours here in Bloomer.  During the 

summer months, their attendance actually grows due to the tourism industry!  They also have entered into    

another new endeavor: dialogue with the native American tribes that are part of their ñneighborhoodò.  In fact, 

that is a reality for several congregations in the northern parts of our synod.  That is why at our synod           

assembly last May, the following resolution passed 92% to 8%. 

Therefore, be it resolved, that the 2016 Northwest Synod of Wisconsin Assembly explicitly and clearly 

repudiates the European Christian-derived ñdoctrine of discoveryò with its continuing impact upon 

tribal governments and individual tribal members to this day, acknowledges and repents of its        

complicity in the evils of colonialism in the Americas, and memorializes the 2016 ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly to join with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, The Episcopal Church, The United 

Church of Christ, The United Methodist Church and The Moravian Church in doing the same, and be 

it further, 

Resolved that the 2016 Northwest Synod of Wisconsin Assembly memorializes the 2016 ELCA     

Churchwide Assembly to request that the ELCA, with the help of Native communities, commit itself to 

the development of resources in the next triennium, to help its congregations and people understand 

and reduce the negative impact of the ñdoctrine of discoveryò and its consequences for Native people 

in North America, and be it further  

Resolved that the 2016 Northwest Synod of Wisconsin Assembly memorializes the 2016 ELCA     

Churchwide Assembly to request that the ELCA Congregational and Synodical Mission Unit bring   

forward to the 2019 Churchwide Assembly a renewed strategy for ministry with Native people in the 

ELCA and accompaniment with North American Native communities generally, with a particular    

commitment to long-term, stable funding of ELCA American Indian and Alaska Native ministries,    

increasing partnerships with congregations and synods in the ELCA, and promoting efforts with the 

Native Communities within which our congregations and synods reside. 

The resolution defines the ñdoctrine of discoverò as  

The legal principleéthat Native inhabitants have no property or any other rights which colonizing 

European nations and their sovereigns are bound to respect.  This principle promotes the myth that the 

Americas were largely empty land that European conquerors and migrants had a right to claim,      

occupy, and possess simply by virtue of their Christianity and their European civilization. 

The passage of this resolution will go a long way in enabling churches who have Native American people in 

their neighborhood to begin civil dialogues and build relationships, no matter what their faith differences 

might be.  Personally, I canôt wait to hear about these conversations the next time I visit with the churches I am 

coaching! 

Pastor Martin 

Pastorõs News 
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DREAM TEAM IS AT IT AGAIN!  

At the September Dream Team meeting, another new vision was employed as we look forward into our 

churchôs future.  But before I reveal our new goals, a bit of history first! 

After I attended a continuing education event in the summer of 2014, I realized that an important piece for any 

active organization is to establish a group that is charged with forward thinking.  After discussing the matter 

with the church council, the dream team was established (Tom Ewings, Jill Gengler, Martha Libersky, Denise 

Michaelsen and Tyler Seibel). As we met, we held a couple of important events.   

The first was focusing on our congregation, an event we titled, Together at Twilight.  This event brought     

several members of our church together at the North Park in the summer of 2015 as we brainstormed ideas to 

implement in the future.  From that gathering, we decided that our first goal would be to deepen                

relationships within our church family.   

The second important gathering that we participated in was meeting with some of our local leaders outside of 

St. Johnôs.  After meeting with Police Chief Jared Zwieffelhofer, Pam Gehrig from the hospital, and David   

Olson (funeral home), we realized that the financial literacy in Bloomer could be improved.  From that       

meeting, we decided that our second goal would be to offer a financial tool to the Bloomer community,  

including our St. Johnôs family. 

We feel that we have made some progress in 2016 with regard to these goals.  The following ideas have helped 

us achieve these goals: 

1.  Introductions during the passing of the peace in worship. 

2. Take Pride in your Church spring event offered intentional conversation pieces to get to know each 

other better. 

3. Conversation starters during Wednesday evening meals enable people to talk about more meaningful      

topics. 

4. Moving people around during Sunday afternoon Bingo and getting to know new people. 

5. Wednesday and Sunday faith formation bring people of all ages together to engage in relationship 

building and meaningful faith conversation. 

6. Financial Peace University being offered first to our church and next to the greater community! 

This is just a short list of things that weôve offered to accomplish our 2016 goals. 

For 2017-18, the dream team offers the following goals: 

1. Increase discipleship practices among our entire church family. 

2. Build the ministry to and around our high school youth. 

3. Broaden our ministry to people outside of the US. 

Our hope is that our committee structure will provide more specific goals than these as we offer opportunities 

to broaden them.  If you have any ideas that youôd like to offer about how to make some progress with these 

three goals, feel free to speak to me and weôll see how we can get things accomplished for the sake of our 

church and Bloomer community! 

I would like to thank Martha Libersky and Denise Michaelsen for their tremendous work on the Dream Team.  

In order to maintain fresh ideas, we intentionally cycle through our members and we hope to replenish the 

team with other new people and ideas! 

Pastor Martin 

Pastorõs News 
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October 2 

According to Luke 17, Jesus informs the disciples that if they simply had faith the size of a mustard seed, they 

could 

A. Command a mulberry tree to be uprooted and then be planted in the sea 

B. Actually move mountains 

C. Heal a demon-possessed boy 

D. Eventually gain the faith of a ketchup seed too 

 

October 9 

According to the 17th chapter of Luke, how many of the 10 lepers came back to thank Jesus for healing them? 

A. All 10 

B. 7  

C. 1 

D. Zero (ungrateful jerksé)  

 

October 16 

In todayôs gospel lesson, Jesus shares a parable about a widow and a judge.  The widow was seeking justice 

against her neighbor and the judge granted it.  Why? 

A. The widow had a case that was clearly in her favor 

B. The widowôs testimony was unclear, but the judge felt bad for her 

C. The widowôs neighbor had a bad reputation with a long history of unfavorable behavior 

D. The widow kept bothering the judge so much that he finally gave up 

 

October 23 

Jesus shares another parable starring a Pharisee and a tax collector.  Which one of them is lifted up in this par-

able? 

A. The Pharisee 

B. The tax collector 

C. Both 

D. neither 

Bible Basics  
Answers:  Oct. 2 - A; Oct. 9 - C;  Oct. 16 - D;  Oct. 23 - B 
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Congratulations to all the pets that were  blessed on Sunday,  October 16.   

Congratulations to Ardis Anderson on        

celebrating your 102nd birthday!  

Thank you for a successful turnout at      

Octoberôs Bingo  day.  We had about 40          

people in attendance. We welcome        

everyone to join us for another afternoon of 

Bingo on Sunday, November 20th at 1:00 

p.m. 

Unity Day at St. Johnôs Lutheran Church 
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  When:  November 20, 2016 

  Where: 1403 Newman Street 

      Bloomer, WI 54724 

  Time:   Worship begins at 6 p.m.  

 A reception will follow in the dining hall.  

The worship will feature Pauline Bangle as the guest preacher.   

St. Johnõs Lutheran Church 

will host this yearõs  

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship  

  2015 2016 BUDGET  2016 

Beg. Balance - Jan. 1  $2,143.00   $4,401.00    

Income October  $175,300.00   $163,717.00   $210.024.00  

Expenses - October  $187,685.00   $190,496.00   $210.024.00  

Balance-September $3,219.00  ($3,641.00)   

        

Loan - Security Financial  $75,154.00   $70,400.00  General Fund 

Loan - Security Financial $11,000.00                  -0-  Bathrooms 
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Itôs time to sign-up. Deadline is Monday November 14th.  
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No WELCA meeting in          

November.  Please watch the    

December newsletter for the    

upcoming WELCA meeting.       

If  you are interested in joining 

please contact Eva Rihn.   

Quilting:  Tuesday, November 

15, 2016 from 1 - 4 p.m.  

Everyone is welcome to come.   

 

Nov. 2 

Pork Steak Hot Dish, Salad, and Vegetable 

 

Nov. 9 

Hamburger Stew and Salad 

 

Nov. 16 

Chicken , Biscuits, and Salad 

 

Nov. 30 

Meatballs, Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Vegeta-

(Meals may be subject to change) 

Quilters working on a Lutheran World Relief project.   
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