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  Mission Statement:  
“Growing disciples who eagerly share Christ’s Love!”  
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St. John’s Website:  www.Stjohns-bloomer.org  

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

Office number: 715-568-5446 

Highlights of Special Events in October 
 
2019 Trunk or Treat  
Community Event 

  

  

 

Chili Cook-Off Winners 
  First Place—Sandra &  People’s Choice—                  

          Doug Score  Brittany Beyer 

October—Pastor  

Appreciation Month 

 

  

Photo Contest Winning Photos to be used for the  

2020 St. John’s Calendar Fundraiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Eva Newton Samantha Silvas Lydia Blaha Kim Oldenberg Janelle Yeakey Melissa Sarauer 

Samantha Silvas Melissa Sarauer Samantha Silvas Lisa Prill Melissa Sarauer Samantha Silvas 

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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Church News 

Deadline for Newsletter 

If you would like to submit anything for the newslet-

ter please make sure to get it to the church secretary 

no later than the 23rd of the month .  

Thank You!! 

Please join us for quilting. 
November 19th     1:00-4:00 

REMINDER:  

Pre-school does still 

have a few spaces avail-

able for  3 and 4 yr old 

children. For  more in-

formation & registration forms, contact  

Crystal Erickson at (715) 563-6281. 

PLEASE SPREAD  

THE WORD!! 

  

Sunday, November 17th 
is our next fun-filled B-I-N-G-O !  Then, 

again each 3rd Sunday of the month at  

1 p.m. Come and Enjoy this light-hearted  

activity with us. 

We look forward to seeing you there!! 

PRESCHOOL UPDATE 

Its time for the St. John’s Preschool  

Annual Bowl-a-Thon! 
We are proud to say that we raised 

$3,000 last year during this fun and 

exciting fundraiser with the help of 

many generous participants.  We hope to continue 

the trend and are setting our sights higher to 

meet a goal of $3,500.   

Fundraising from the Bowl-a-Thon will be used in  

part to cover the cost of a spring                

bus transported field trip to  

    Children’s Museum. 
 

 THANK YOU AS ALWAYS  

    FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Library Corner 
“St. John’s Best Kept Secret” 

 

Here is just a little something to 

keep in mind…. 
 

When deciding on donations for 
memorials, please consider desig-

nating your contribution to our  

library.  We are  

always enriching our  

collection of books. 
 

STOP IN SOMETIME!! 
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“Growing Disciples who eagerly share Christ’s Love” 

Call to Order:  Meeting called to order at 5:30 PM by President Suzi McInnis. 

Opening Devotion:  By Pauline Stertz – “Called by God to Serve” Chapter 29. 

Discussed the benefits of reacting versus responding to issues. 

Prayers:  Praying for strength and comfort for the Steve Winfield family; for Karen K. brother Dan 

Turner on his death; for Kathy T. brother Roger on his death; for all those dealing with cancer; for 

Adam and Shannon dealing with medical issues; for students taking upcoming mid-terms; prayer of 

thankfulness for the beautiful fall colors and weather.   

Approval of Agenda:  A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Barb Ross, to approve 

the agenda.  Motion carried. 

Approval of September meeting minutes:  A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by 

Barb Ross, to approve the minutes.  Motion carried.   

Issues/Information 

Committee Reports:  (Attachments:  FIN, Youth, Pastor) 

FIN:  

Fire was attended by 13 people.  Plans for a second fire may be forthcoming. 

Property:  

Lights and ceiling tiles need to be replaced in library. 

Snowblower is ready to go. 

Fall Clean Up day is October 19th. 

Youth:  

First workday for North Park Christmas display is Sunday, October 13 in Pastor 

Martin’s garage. 

Pastor’s Report – Membership Update: 

Baptism of Waylon North 

Transfer to Church Triumphant:  Steve Winfield and Harry Loew. 

A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Driah Zakrzewicz, to approve 

the membership update.  Motion carried.   

Financial Report: 

Reviewed reports with assistance from Victoria.   

A motion was made by Barb Ross, seconded by Melissa Sarauer, to approve the financial 

report.  Motion carried. 
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Action Items 

Budget Committee will have budget to present to council at November meeting. 
Pastor, Lisa and Melissa will work on composing a letter outlining budget request regard-

ing Youth Director position.  Letter will be presented to council at November meet-
ing to be ready for mailing by November 15.  Cost of postage will come from Council 

fund.   

 A town hall meeting is planned for Tuesday, December 3 at 6:00 PM for anyone with 

questions or concerns.  Pastor will preside as moderator at town hall forum. 

Lydia will compose an announcement for bulletin/Power Point regarding town hall fo-

rum. 

Reformation Day  

Pastor will speak with Worship Committee about changing worship to 10:00 on Reforma-

tion Sunday, October 27.  

Events include:   

Announcing winner of Quilt Raffle 

Announcing Photo Contest Winners 

Chili Contest 

Chili contest has no entry fee for competitors.  Cost for meal is $5/person, $15/family 

which offers a sample of each chili and ballot for voting and a bowl of chili (buttered 

noodles and possibly chicken soup will be offered as well.) 

Proceeds will be donated to “Hawk’s Corner” which provides food and clothing to under-

privileged students in our community.  Melissa will check with Tiana Huber to see 

what donations will be accepted. 

Discussed a traveling trophy for contest.   

Trunk or Treat will be from 12:15-1:30 in the side parking lot.  All are invited to deco-

rate a trunk and provide candy for trick or treaters.   

Annual Meeting:  Tyler Halverson will serve as Parliamentarian. 

“Thank You” to Deanna Lewis will be sent by Pastor. 

Mission Fair Review: 

Need to better advertise to congregation. 

Could have been combined with Rally Day events. 

All displays need to be in same area. 

Pastoral Health Benefit: 

A motion was made by Lisa Prill, seconded by Kathy Tozer, to renew Pastor’s benefits 

with Portico’s Gold Plus Plan.  Motion carried.   
A motion to adjourn was made at 8:10 PM by Barb Ross, seconded by Driah Zakrzewicz.  Motion 

carried.  

The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer, led by Pastor Martin. Lisa Prill, Secretary 
Present:  Pastor Martin, Suzi McInnis, Melissa Sarauer, Lydia Blaha, Barb Ross, Kathy Tozer, 

Pauline Stertz, Tom Ewings, Driah Zakrzewicz, Victoria Prince-Silvas.  Absent:  Adam Anderson. 
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Present:  Pastor Martin, Marla, Melissa Sarauer, Kathy Tozer, Lisa Prill, Beth Halverson and Leo 

Mission Fair Wrap Up: 

Needs to be better advertised. 
Youth display needs to be in same area as other displays. 
Set up around perimeter of dining hall for better visibility. 
Groups that participated will take turns presenting their displays in narthex before and after ser-

vices.  Lisa will print a calendar and put it in Welcome Center for groups to sign up. 

Discipline/Building Policy 

Melissa read the policy that was drafted and will email to youth committee. 
Posters have been printed that will be displayed in each learning area. 
Using PBIS incentive-based behavior model. Discussed pros and cons of this method. 
Pastor will meet with guides each week after confirmation to assess behaviors.  Exemplary behav-

ior may be rewarded with an extra “fun” event, i.e. Action City. 
Considering something similar for Faith 5, noting exemplary behavior, telling youth that if it con-

tinues, there will be a reward.  Will continue using Smarties as incentive. 

Parent Orientations (Confirmation and Faith 5): 

Confirmation: 19 families attended; 16 families did not. 
FF: 1 family came; 3 families stopped for paperwork. 

Total paperwork turned in from Pre-k-8th) 22, 10 online. 

Fundraisers:  

Cake Roll Fundraiser is in place: Sales from March 3-18; Delivery March 27th.  
Kwik Trip gas card fundraiser is in place.  Needs chairperson. 
Raffle fundraisers:  Go to Lydia Blaha for information about raffles. 
LENTEN SOUP AND SANDWICH IS A TEAM BUILDER AND WILL NOT COUNT AS A FUNDRAISER.  

Chairing this event or any other fulfills TWO fundraiser requirement. 

Rally Day: 

Phil will bring GAGA pit Wednesday afternoon.  Youth can help set up on grassy area. 
Four Square and basketball will be on side parking lot.  Marla will put up cones to mark off spots. 
Chalk the Walk (same as last year, not a contest) 
Indoor games:  Ultimate Twister; Giant Jenga; Alphabet Scavenger Hunt (families); movie in thea-

ter room. 
Preschool area will have activities for small children. 

5:30 Marla will be in sanctuary for orientation.  

Faith 5 Mentors:  

Lil Sprouts (2 year-old): Beth Halverson (parents attend with child) 
Pre-school:  Brenda LaGesse? Need helper. 
5K – 1st:  Tiana Huber; need helper. 

2nd/3rd:  Dylan Baker; need helper. 
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2nd/3rd:  Sindy Z and Driah. 

4th/5th:  Kelly Ludwigson; need helper. 

4th/5th: Wendy LaGesse and Gregory Chojnacki. 

Sunday: 6 kids.  Nicholas?  Kelly? Lydia?  Marla? 

Confirmation:  Need 1-2 more helpers. 

Pastor will install helpers and teachers and will announce that more help is needed.   

Faith 5 Curriculum:  

“The Bible in One Year” digital curriculum.  Marla will ask Zayah to run computer on Wednes-

day and Nicholas for Sunday.  Faith 5 youth will meet in sanctuary. 

Youth Designated Fund Expenditures: 

Pastor and Marla will go over numbers. 

To Youth BUDGET add:  confirmation and fellowship events; YIA pizza; bus for Christmas carol-

ing; cookies; bowling; not to be taken from fundraising budget. 

Wednesday After School:  

Parents may send snacks with youth for Wednesday after school.  St. John’s may provide juice. 

Pseudo Lock In: (Friday, September 20): 

Preschool Children’s Bibles: 

Requested by a parent of a 2-year-old.  St. John’s will provide a Children’s Bible to anyone 

who asks for one.  Would also be appropriate as a Baptism gift… 

North Park Display: 

Melissa and Wendy traced the design on 2 – 4x8 sheets of plywood and painted the background.  

Al Nimtz will attach hinges to connect and figure out how to make display stand up. 

Marla will check with Ben Olson about guidelines for display.  Do we need to provide lighting?  

Do we set it up?  Is there a deadline or goal date to have display done? 

Marla will speak with Janie Jacobson about colors to use.  Wendy LaGesse offered to help. 

Pastor volunteered his garage as workspace for painting and storage of display. 

First night of painting will be October 13th.  Youth In Action will partner with congregation.  

Trunk Or Treat:   

Considering 10:00 worship; chili contest to follow; announce quilt raffle winner; photo contest 

winner; costume parade/contest 

Confirmation youth will sponsor spots (6-7 groups.) 

Trunk or treat hours: 11:30- 1:00. 
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PASTOR MARTIN’S MONTHLY REPORT 

I CELEBRATE 

A great experiment with FIN as we gathered for a campfire at the home of Suzi McInnis.  13 at-
tended and a deep and meaningful discussion about God ensued.  It was a fantastic evening 
with tremendous company and food! 

The work of the youth committee in preparing for our next youth director.  We are ahead of 
schedule! 

The generosity of Deanna Lewis and her donation of the new church sign, as well as helping with 
new lighting in the church library. 

People I’ve encouraged and RESOURCED 

Finding another new confirmation guide, Brett Huber, to compliment the rest of our team (Tyler 
Halverson, Brittany Beyer, Carrie Anderson, and Cathy Weber, Kathy Tozer, Al Nimtz, and 
Greg Baker). 

Ongoing training of our new church musician, Bobbi Stouffer. 

Ways I’ve helped us GO DEEPER with our Mission, Vision, Values, and Goals 

Attended the 2nd of 3 Faithful Innovation Network (FIN) retreats.   
Continued preaching on the church mission statement, Growing disciples who eagerly share 

Christ’s love. 

I’m currently WORKING ON 

Onboarding Bobbi Stouffer as our new church musician, including her first funeral. 
Onboarding Beth Cullen as new preschool Administrator and Courtney Erickson as the new Di-

rector. 
Reformation Sunday and all that goes into it. 
Starting the nominating process and calling a meeting. 

I’m LEARNING & EXPLORING 

 

I could use your HELP with and your PRAYERS for 

Thinking through the new budget and how to afford a new youth director.  How can we best in-
form the congregation and invite them to a proposed town hall forum? 

Continuing to inform and invite people into our ministries. 

Additional comments 

Membership updates: 
Baptism of Waylon North 
Deaths of Steve Winfield and Harry Loew 

Devotion Schedule for 2019 from “Called by God to Serve”: 

Nov – Lydia Blaha, Chapter 30                Dec – Adam Anderson, Chapter 1        Jan — Kathy Tozer, Chapter 2 
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PRESCHOOL BIBLE   

PRESENTATION 

Sunday, Nov.3rd   

@ 9 am Worship 
 

Wednesday, Nov.6th   

@ 6:45 pm Worship 

BUTTERBRAID PASTRY SALE 
 

NOVEMBER 13-DECEMBER 4 
DELIVERY DECEMBER 13 AFTER 12 PM 
$13.00 for each 1lb. 6oz. Braided pastry ordered 

  Selections Available: Apple, Blueberry & Cream 
Cheese, Caramel Rolls, Cherry, Cinnamon, Rasp-

berry, Strawberry Cream Cheese 
 

Sponsored by St. John’s Youth 

A Simply Mouth Watering Holiday Treat! 

Orders must be paid in full when order is placed. 

LUTHER PARK 
BIBLE CAMP 

CHETEK, WISCONSIN 
RECHARGE 

 

2019-2020 
WHO AM I? 

 

JANUARY 3-4, 2020 

APRIL 3-4, 2020 
 

WHO: Individuals in grades 3-5,  

    6-8, and 9-12 
 

WHERE: Luther Park Bible Camp 

                     944 241/4 Street 

                     Chetek, WI. 54729 
 

COST: $80.00 includes program-
ming from 7 pm Friday to 7 pm Sat-
urday, meals, lodging, and Re-
charge T-Shirt. 

REGISTER ONLINE @ 

www.lutherpark.org 

 
 

CHILDREN’S VOICES 
 

Sunday, November 3rd   

at 9 am worship 
 

Wednesday, November 6 

at 6:45 pm worship 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 
 

FAMILIES AND FRIENDS WELCOME 

 
WHO: 8th through 12th grade 
 

WHEN: 5:30-7:30 pm 
 

WHERE: St. John’s  

  Lutheran 

FOOD, FUN & FELLOWSHIP 

FRIENDS WELCOME 

Happy  

Thanksgiving! 

Blessings, Miss Marla 
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FIN (Faithful Innovations Network) 
Thursday, September 12, 2019 

Attendance: Pastor Martin, Barb Ross, Lydia Blaha, Tom Ewings, Keith Ruehlow, Jill Gengler 

 1.  Dwelling in the Word 

  a.  What catches your attention in this passage? 

  b.  What questions does this passage create for you? 

i.  Paul went to the city…he went out to carry out his message, just as Lydia also 

went out to the place of prayer.  Today, we don’t have to go anywhere if we 

don’t want to.  How do we get back to wanting to get out to find the Holy 

Spirit, as it may not just come to us. 

  c.  What do you think God might be saying to you as a group through this passage? 

  i.  Like we think Lydia did, can we more often look through the eyes of faith to rec-

ognize where God and the Holy Spirit is happening in our lives? 

 d.  Dwelling in the Word at Wednesday evening worship – through August 

 e.  Other groups update: Added groups kicking off now: WELCA, HS Faith Formation, 

Council will adjust a start date due to the ending of our book, Confirmation retreats. 

 f.  Campfire at Suzi McInnis’ home (2680 Duncan Rd, Bloomer) on September 21. 

i.  Hopefully another Mission Moment after, hopefully from a non-FIN member. 

ii.  PM announced on FB 

2.  One-on-One’s 

   a.  Keep trying to have one or two between each FIN meeting.  Remember we will be 

using our conversations at our next retreat, so let’s now organize all the things we’ve 

heard. 

3.  Neighborhood walks 

  a.  Observation Had: 

  b.  Walk/Drive on Sunday, September 22 after church 

  i.  Think of someone who may thrive in this experiment. 

4.  Next meeting is Tuesday, September 24, at 5:30 PM at St. John’s.  This meeting we will 

go through the last page of our handout to prepare for the next retreat. 

5.  2nd retreat is Saturday, October 5 at 9:00 AM in Menomonie.  
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FIN (Faithful Innovations Network) 
Tuesday, September 24, 2019 

Attendance: Pastor Martin, Barb Ross, Lydia Blaha, Tom Ewings, Keith Ruehlow, Jill Gengler, Suzi McInnis 

PREPARATION QUESTIONS FOR OCT. 5TH RETREAT 
 

 1.  Listen to Others 

 a.  What are three big things your Guiding Team learned from listening to people in your 

congregation at ministry? 

  i.  Power of music, nature 

 ii.  Need to redefine our community 

iii.  People do recognize they need God, but have so many other options to bring God 

into their life besides a traditional church 

 b.  What is one thing your Guiding Team learned from having to have these conversa-

tions about God with others? 

Listen, listen, listen – difficult to execute, effective when we did. 

c.  Was there anyone you wished you talked to or talked more to? Is there a question you 

wished you asked but did not?  What do you want to know more about? 

  i.  “What do you wish you had more of in your spiritual journey?” to help under-

stand how we feed that void.  Do you even want a better relationship with 

God? 

 ii.  What is your community??  Do you feel you are a part of a faith community? 

iii.  Is there a group called “online” group that we should target? 

 iv.  Do you feel like you need to express gratitude towards God?  If so, how are you 

doing so? 
 

2.  Dwelling in the Word (Act 16) 

a.  What did your Guiding Team learn from listening to this text? 

b.  How did you use the dwelling exercise in your congregation or ministry? 

  i.  Confirmation, WELCA, Council, Wednesday evening summer services. 

c.  What did your Guiding Team hear God say to you through this practice? 
 

3.  Listening to the Neighborhood or Community 

 a.  Chose 2 pictures (or descriptions of things you saw if you didn’t take any pictures) that 

illustrated where God might have been working in you “neighborhood”. 

b.  What are three big things your Guiding Team learned from listening to people outside 

your congregation or ministry? 

c.  What are other questions you have for people outside your congregation or ministry that 

you want to know more about? 
 

4.  Faith & Fire postponed to September 28.  Success = attendance and engage in meaningful 

conversation. 
 

5.  Next FIN meeting is the second retreat on October 5 at Christ Lutheran in Menomonie 9-

3:30.  Plan to meet at St. John’s at 8:00 AM 
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More Photos, Events in October 

 

    Ready, Set……  ….Chili Cook-Off!! 

  Community Trunk-Or-Treat 
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1403 Newman Street 

Bloomer, WI 54724 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

715-568-5446 

Email:  stjohnsl-secretary@bloomer.net 

Non-Profit Org. 

US Postage Paid 

Permit #15 

Bloomer, WI 

   PASTORAL/ CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

Need a visit? Yearning for Holy Communion?  Have 

a problem? Want to suggest ways we can be of 

more help to you and your family? Feel you’d like 

to pray with someone? 

CALL: Pastor Martin Halom 

Church # 715-568-5446, extension 11 

Home # 715-568-1515 

Cell # 517-505-6509 

Email: pastormartin@bloomer.net 


