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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 
 Mission Statement:  
 “Growing disciples who eagerly share    

  Christ’s love!”  
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St. John’s Website:  www.Stjohns-bloomer.org  

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

Office number: 715-568-5446 

Council Member for the Month of October 

Lydia Blaha 
 

My name is Lydia Blaha.  I have been married to my husband, Steve, for six years, and we have two 
children – Reagan, 4 and Chase, 2.  I am originally from outside the Green Bay area, actually growing 
up just a few miles away from the National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help (a recognized site where 
the Holy Mother appeared) and Steve was a member of St. John’s all during his youth.  After Steve 
moved me to the Bloomer area back in 2014 from La Crosse, we decided that it made sense for us, as 
well as our family, to be a part of St. John’s.  Steve and I both are accountants, Steve working for B&B 
Electric, and I work at Curt Manufacturing. 
 

This is my first year serving on the church council and I serve as your council treasurer.  It is my respon-
sibility to oversee the finances of the church, making sure our financial activity is accurate, necessary, 
as well as fiscally responsible.  With my formal background in accounting and finance, I have been try-
ing to ensure we have proper checks and balances with our finances and have begun to help implement 
a few minor process changes to help ensure financial integrity.  I also participate on our newly devel-
oped FIN group (Faith Innovations Network), where we spend time looking at how God speaks to us at 
St. John’s as well as figure out how God is speaking to others within our community.  It has been such 
an eye opening experience, and I am not only learning about the members of St. John’s, but I am also 
learning a lot about myself and my own faith journey. 
 

In my short time at St. John’s, I have been super impressed with the love and hospitality that has been 
shown to my family and me.  While most members already know Steve, everyone has been tremen-
dously welcoming to the “out-of-towner”.  It is as if I have been a part of St. John’s my whole life, and 
I am super excited to be a part of the St. John’s family for years to come. 
 

One thing that has been a pleasant surprise about being a member 
of the church council is the sense of teamwork that the entire 
council strives for.  While we know each of our opinions matters for 
all the various topics the council oversees, it always works out that 
our decisions take everyone’s thoughts into consideration.  We also 
occasionally take on tasks that require a little bit of time and en-
ergy outside of our meetings, but it never seems like an extra 
“chore” because there is always someone willing to help with those 
tasks, which is always a great feeling and a great way to grow even 
closer as a council. 
 

While it is always scary taking something on that you may have 
never done before (speaking from experience), I encourage others 
to consider joining council.  And if that seems like too big of a step 
to take, I would encourage others to try and attend a meeting or 
two (always the second Tuesday of each month at 5:30 PM).  Before 
I joined council, I was super impressed with all the various activi-
ties that our church offers or participates in with other congrega-
tions.  After I joined council, it was then that I really learned of all 
the other great ideas that have been mentioned and discussed, but sometimes just does not happen 
due to various reasons.  As much of a bummer that sometimes can be, we all know that we cannot al-
ways execute all the things we want to do.  And now that I have had firsthand experience with all that 
St. John’s has offered and wants to offer to church members as well as members of our community, I 
am learning that even sharing a sliver of the gifts God has given me can make a huge impact towards 
the success of our church, and I cannot begin to express how rewarding that has been.  

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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Church News 

Deadline for Newsletter 

If you would like to submit anything for the newslet-

ter please make sure to get it to the church secretary 

no later than the 23rd of the month .  

Thank You!! 

Please join us for quilting. 
October 15th     1:00-4:00 

REMINDER:  

Pre-school does still 

have a few spaces 

available for  3 and 4 

yr old children. For  more information 

& registration forms, contact  Crystal 

Erickson at (715) 563-6281. 

PLEASE SPREAD  

THE WORD!! 

 Is Back!! 

 

Sunday, October 20th is our next fun-filled 
B-I-N-G-O !  Then, again each 3rd Sunday of 
the month at 1 p.m. Come and Enjoy this 

light-hearted activity with us. 

We look forward to seeing you there!! 

WELCA General Meeting 
Thursday, October 10th  

at 1:30 p.m. 

     All are welcome! 

PRESCHOOL UPDATE 

Its time for the St. John’s Preschool  

Annual Bowl-a-Thon! 
We are proud to say that we  raised 

$3,000 last year during this fun and 

exciting fundraiser with the help of 

many generous participants.  We hope to continue 

the trend and are setting our sights higher to 

meet a goal of $3,500.   

Fundraising from the Bowl-a-Thon will be used in 

part to cover the cost of a spring bus transported   

  field trip to Children’s Museum. 
 

 THANK YOU AS ALWAYS  

    FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Annual Fall CLEAN-UP  DAY! 

At St. John’s Church 

Saturday, October 19th, 9:00—Noon  

(Back-up date depending on weather of Sat. Oct. 26) 

Please join us and help spruce up our church 

and grounds. Some items on the day’s 

agenda are: (more will be added by request) 

-raking leaves - trimming shrubs           

- replacing library ceiling tiles 

   

Thank you SO MUCH for your HELP!! 
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“Growing Disciples who eagerly share Christ’s Love” 

Call to Order:  Meeting called to order at 5:30 by President Suzi McInnis. 

Opening Devotion:  By Melissa Sarauer – “Called by God to Serve: Chapter 28. 

Discussed the importance:  of good communication; looking at situations from different views; 

getting all the information before making judgment; being proactive; being respectful.   

Prayers:  Prayers of comfort and healing for Steve Winfield and family and Kari Skaar and family; 

Margie Abrahamson and family for strength and peace; Pastor’s mother medical issues ; Lisa’s fa-

ther-in-law medical procedure; Kathy’s sister medical issues; hunter that had been shot; for all 

hunters for safety and protection; victims of hurricane in Bahamas and elsewhere.  

Approval of Agenda:  A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Barb Ross, to approve 

the agenda.  Motion carried.   

Approval of August meeting minutes:  A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Barb 

Ross, to approve the minutes.  Motion carried.   

Issues/Information 

Committee Reports: (Attachments:  FIN, Youth, Fellowship, Pastor) 

** COMMITTEES ARE ASKED TO HAVE BUDGET REQUESTS TO PASTOR/VICTORIA ASAP** 

FIN Upcoming Events:  

Campfire at Suzi McInnis’s (2680 Duncan Rd) Sept 21 from 7-9. 

Neighborhood Walk/Drive after worship on Sept 22. 

Property: 

Fall Clean Up Day is Oct. 19th, make up day Oct 26th. 

“Thank You” to Deanna Lewis for new “St. John’s” sign in front of church in memory of 

Tim Lewis.  Pastor will include a thank you to the bulletin and power point. 

Discussed a maintenance schedule for the boilers. 

Looking into replacing ceiling tiles and lighting in library. 

Retaining wall near creek will be addressed in the spring. 

A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Lydia Blaha, to hire Zayah Zakrze-

wicz for snow removal at the rate of $15.00/hour to be paid from General Fund. Mo-

tion carried.  

Pastor’s Report - Membership Update: 

Release of membership:  Todd and Jackie Belger. 

A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Driah Zakrzewicz, to approve the 

membership update.  Motion carried.   
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Financial Report: 

Discussed issues with bookkeeping system.  

Pastor will have statements/reports printed for each committee to reconcile. 

Financial Secretary is needed to attend Council meetings through the end of the year.   

Request that financial report be sent to council by the Friday prior to council meeting. 

A motion was made by Barb Ross, seconded by Melissa Sarauer, to approve the financial report 

“as is”.  Motion carried. 

Action Items 

Discussed invigorating our Good Samaritan Fund, to be used to benefit members of our congre-

gation in need.  Council will define guidelines at October meeting.  Congregation will be 

encouraged to donate as well as make known to Pastor those who would benefit from fund.   

A motion was made by Barb Ross, seconded by Driah Zakrzewicz, to hire Bobbi Stouffer as wor-

ship musician to be paid at a rate of $80 per service from the music budget.  Motion car-

ried. 

Bobbi Stouffer has agreed to be organist for Wednesday and Sunday services.  Thank you to 

Nancy Schindler for her years of service as musician at St. John’s!  Nancy will fill in as 

needed as substitute organist along with Kathy Larson and Martha Libersky.   

A motion was made by Melissa Sarauer, seconded by Barb Ross, to approve the updated Job 

Description for Worship Musician (see attachment.)  Motion carried.   

A motion was made by Barb Ross, seconded by Tom Ewings, to purchase a $25 gift card from 

Shadick’s to be paid from Council Funds, to present to Nancy Schindler.  Motion carried. 

Compensation package for new Youth Director position was presented.  A working copy of pro-

posed job description will be sent out to Council members to review before next meeting. 

Committees need to have budget numbers to Pastor/Victoria before next meeting.   

Mission Fair will begin at 4:45 on Wednesday, September 11.  Participants may return signed 

cards to fishbowl for drawing to be held on Rally Day.  Prizes are St. John’s t-shirt or hand 

painted African pins donated by Marla.  There will be 10 winners.  Tickets for quilt raffle 

will be sold for $1 each or 6 for $5.  Winner will be drawn at Reformation meal.  Proceeds 

to benefit Good Samaritan Fund.   

Date of 2020 Annual Meeting has been set at January 19, 2020 following 9:00 worship.  

Make up date is January 26, 2020.   

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:47 PM by Barb Ross, seconded by Driah Zakrzewicz.  Motion 

carried.   

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer, led by Pastor Martin. 
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Present:  Pastor Martin, Marla, Melissa Sarauer, Kathy Tozer, Tyler Mickelson, Lisa Prill, Beth 

Halverson and Leo 

Fundraiser Chair Folders:  Assembled folders for the Mission Fair to distribute to potential fund-

raiser chairperson(s) for the following: 

Butter Braid Sale 

Raffle 

Super Bowl Pizza 

Lenten Soup and Sandwich 

Brat Stand 

Flower Sale 

Additional Fundraising ideas are  Cake Rolls (same company as Butter Braid, 50% profit) Sugges-

tion to sell Cake Rolls for delivery before Easter.  Kwik Trip gas cards that are purchased from 

Kwik Trip for a lower price and sold for profit.  Discussed working at Concession stands, which is 

not ideal due to typically short notice. 

Decision was made to keep all fundraising options open during orientations and Mission Fair and 

have fundraisers decided on by early October.   

Will clarify that Marla is NOT the chairperson on fundraisers, and that events will not take place 

without chairperson(s).     

Will emphasize that chairperson(s) are responsible to keeping track of volunteer names and hours 

to provide to youth director so credit is received for volunteering. 

Mission Fair/Rally Day:  Will present to Council the idea to switch dates for Rally Day and Mission 

Fair.  Proposed dates are September 11th and 15th for Mission Fair and September 18th for Rally 

Day.  This would give more time to recruit/finalize mentors/guides. 

Marla has pins that can be used at Mission Fair for those that return full punch cards. 

Marla has policy folder started and will pick up display board for Mission Fair. 

Marla and Melissa will work together on display on August 13 at 3:30. 

Marla will ask Victoria to remove dates from Consent/Liability form so they don’t need updat-

ing. 

Marla will send an email to parents encouraging them to fill out registration forms online.  

Deadline to have forms in is September 30.  Youth without returned forms cannot partici-

pate in Faith Formation/Confirmation until forms are completed and returned.   

Discussed games for youth during Mission Fair.  Marla will speak with Youth in Action about 

helping with games.  Potentially, GAGA pit for older youth and Bounce House for younger 

children.  Marla will get information on acquiring Bounce House. 

Possible Rally Day games are GAGA pit; Chalk the Walk Contest with prizes; Scavenger Hunt; 

Basketball; Four Square.   
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Discipline/Building Policies:  Marla shared information with Pastor about keeping policies posi-

tive.  Pastor and Melissa will meet to discuss policy and have ready before orientations. 

Looking for ideas for youth to burn off extra energy during 5-5:30 prior to Faith Formation.  In 

the past, youth that came directly from school would have snack, share highs and lows, 

play basketball with Nicholas/watch a movie/help Marla set up spaces.  Youth need TWO 

options for time between 5-5:30:  sit and eat OR an organized activity.  Need to brainstorm 

ideas:  Work on craft? Yoga?  Also need people to help facilitate these activities. 

Faith Five Mentors: 

Marla will distribute membership role to youth committee members to look over and suggest 

those suited to be a youth mentor/guide.   

Pastor will also ask for volunteers in the bulletin, powerpoint, newsletter, announcements. 

There was a request for cubbies for preschool youth for jackets/projects.  Marla will clean out 

KinderMusik cabinets for preschool to use. 

There was a suggestion to offer Faith Formation on an additional evening.  Lisa will write up 

questions and Melissa will create a Survey Monkey to send out to parents to see what kind 

of interest there would be in an additional evening for Faith Formation, as well as guides. 

Parent Orientations: 

August 28th:  Orientation for students new to confirmation. 6:00-6:40 

September 4: Recap for returning confirmation youth/families.  6:00-6:40 

September 18th:  Rally Day 

September 22nd and September 25th:  Orientation for Faith Formation.   

September 25th: Confirmation begins.   

VBS Wrap Up: 

Good attendance.  3 non-members attended. 

6-8 middle school volunteers helped. 

Luther Park staff was amazing! 

Youth received t-shirts.  Suggestion to include cost of shirts in registration next year. 

Suggestions from families with youth that couldn’t attend: 

Consider holding VBS in the evening 

Consider holding VBS in August (downside, many other churches do this.) 

Combine with another church? Maybe one that doesn’t currently hold VBS? 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

NEXT MEETING:  Monday, September 16 at 5:00. 
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PASTOR MARTIN’S MONTHLY REPORT 

I CELEBRATE 

1.  Finding a quality musician in Bobbi Stouffer to continue the excellent musicianship follow-

ing the giftedness of Nancy Schindler and Kathy Larson. 

2.  The great work of our Faithful Innovations Network team (FIN) and their plans for the up-

coming fall campfire.   

3.  The work of the committees and groups participating in the Mission Fair.   

People I’ve encouraged and RESOURCED 

1.  Calling on Martha Libersky to lend her musical wisdom and expertise in the call process 

for our new church musician. 

2.  Finding new confirmation guides (Tyler Halverson, Brittany Beyer, Carrie Anderson, and 
Cathy Weber ) as well as retaining our tried and true veterans (Kathy Tozer, Al Nimtz, and 

Greg Baker). 

3.  Supporting Al and Judy Nimtz as they return as leaders of our monthly Bingo offering. 

Ways I’ve helped us GO DEEPER with our Mission, Vision, Values, and Goals 

1.  Continued work with FIN to help us think through our next steps of faithful growth as a 

church family. 

I’m currently WORKING ON 

1.  On-boarding Bobbi Stouffer as our new church musician. 

2.  On-boarding Beth Cullen as new preschool Administrator and Courtney Erickson as the new 

Director. 

3.  Continuing the process in finding a new Youth and Family Ministry director.   

4.  Improving the confirmation experience that still achieves the goals we set out to achieve. 

I’m LEARNING & EXPLORING 

     1.  

I could use your HELP with and your PRAYERS for 

1.  Making the Mission Fair a meaningful and invigorating experience for those who partici-

pate. 

2.  Participate in the FIN campfire and/or neighborhood walk. 

3.  Asking one person/family to come to church with you sometime in the next month. 

Additional comments 

1.  Membership updates: 

  a  Release of membership: Todd and Jackie Belger (moved to Iowa) 

2.  I have started conversations with other Bloomer churches in working collaboratively in the 

future.   

Devotion Schedule for 2019 from “Called by God to Serve”: 

    Oct – Pauline Stertz, Chapter 29          Nov – Lydia Blaha, Chapter 30  

               Dec – Adam Anderson, Chapter 1        Jan — Kathy Tozer, Chapter 2 
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FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULES 
 

Sunday: 10:15am-11:15 am 

Faith 5 Small Groups: Preschool Age 3 

through 5th Grade 

Wednesday: 5:30pm-6:30pm 

Preschool: Ages 3, 4, & sometimes 5 

Faith 5 Small Groups: Kindergarten 

through  5th Grade 

Confirmation: 6th, 7th & 8th Grade 
 

SR. High Youth in Action: 

Dates to be Announced 

      
PRESCHOOL 

BIBLE   

PRESENTATION 

 

Sunday, Nov.3  

@ 9 am Worship 
 

Wednesday, Nov.6 

@ 6:45 pm Worship 

        WEATHER ALERT! 

Parents and youth, rule of thumb for St. John’s Lutheran, 

when school is cancelled due to bad weather all learning 

events, scheduled (preschool, elementary, middle school, & 

Sr. high) are cancelled as well. 

PAINTING PARTY 
 

When:  Sunday, October 13 

Where: Halom Garage 

Time:    5:30 pm 

Who:    Everyone who loves    

               to paint 

What:  North Park Display 
 

Put on your favorite 
paint clothes and meet 
us at the Halom’s to 
complete the design for 
the North Park Christ-
mas Display.  
 

Thank you to Janie Jacobson 
for the design and to Melissa 
Sarauer and Wendy LaGesse 
for providing the boards, 
priming them, and transfer-
ring the design to the boards . 

“Grace is the face love 

wears when it meets im-

perfection.”     Author Unknown 

BUTTERBRAID PASTRY SALE 
 

NOVEMBER 13-DECEMBER 4, 2019 
 

$12.00 for each 1lb. 6oz. Braided pastry ordered 

  Selections Available: Apple, Blueberry & 
Cream Cheese, Caramel Rolls, Cherry, Cinna-
mon, Raspberry, Strawberry Cream Cheese 

 

Sponsored by St. John’s Youth 
A Simply Mouth Watering Holiday Treat! 
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Youth Announcements (cont.) 

Costume  
Parade 

Chili Cook-off 

Everyone  
Is 

Invited 

FALL FESTIVAL  

SUNDAY OCTOBER 27 

Times To Be Announced 
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FIN (Faithful Innovations Network) 
Thursday, August 15, 2019 

Attendance:  Pastor Martin, Barb Ross, Lydia Blaha, Tom Ewings, Suzi McInnis, Jill Gengler 

1. Dwelling in the Word 

a. What catches your attention in this passage? 

b. What questions does this passage create for you? 

c. What do you think God might be saying to you as a group through this passage? 

                   i. The power of our open conversations about God and faith just as Paul, his  

                       followers, Lydia, and her household had on the Sabbath  

d. Dwelling in the Word at Wednesday evening worship – through August 

                   i. Observations:  Common response is the passage is telling St. John’s to get 

                      outside our walls.  We continue to ponder what that means for us. 

                   ii. Create a safe space/judgment free zone to carry out these kinds of FaithGod  

                       conversations.  Water, campfire, some place outside the church walls 

                   iii. Campfire at Suzi McInnis’ home (2681 Duncan Rd, Bloomer) on September 21  

 1. Mission Moment to announce it Wed Sept 4, Sunday Sept 8 

 2. Lydia will submit info to Victoria to put in bulletin and on slide deck 

  3. Another one after it, hopefully from a non-FIN member 

               e. Other groups update:  WELCA, HS Faith Formation a go, Council will adjust a 

                   start date due to the ending of our book, still contemplating Confirmation  

                   retreats. 

2. One-on-One’s 

a. Keep trying to have one or two between each FIN meeting. 

3. Neighborhood walks 

a. Observation Had:  Bloomer has a rich history.  Some things have changed, some 

have not.  What else has changed about Bloomer, and what does it mean for our 

community? 

b. Walk/Drive on Sunday, September 22 after church 

                      i. Lydia to submit info to Victoria 

4. Do we have/need a budget for 2020?  We need to put it together for Council. 

a. Yes.   Will ask for $1,000 for 2020 - $500 for possible retreat enrollment, $500 for 

any future activities FIN wants to sponsor 

5. Information Days – September 11 & September 15.  Council would like for us to put a ta-

ble/station for church members to learn about FIN and what we do.  Is this something we 

can commit to?  Can we utilize next FIN meeting to begin to put this together??? 

          a. Pastor to check with Jill to see if she could man the Wednesday evening table       

              sponsoring FIN. 

          b. Pastor has some brochures to copy. 

          c. Lydia will put together display communicating the fire and walk. 

6. Next meeting is Thursday, August 27 at 5:30 at St. John’s 
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FIN (Faithful Innovations Network) 
Tuesday, August 27, 2019 

Attendance:  Pastor Martin, Barb Ross, Lydia Blaha, Tom Ewings, Keith Ruehlow, Suzie McInnis 

1. Dwelling in the Word 

a. What catches your attention in this passage? 

b. What questions does this passage create for you? 

c. What do you think God might be saying to you as a group through this passage? 

                          i. We naturally have the destination in mind and focus on that, but what about 

the experiences along the way and what we get out of that journey? 

                          ii. Are we willing to go into meaningful conversations with people we don’t 

know very well, like Paul and Lydia? 

                          iii. The FIN team is on a similar journey that Paul experienced 

d. Dwelling in the Word at Wednesday evening worship – through August 

                           i. We will cease Dwelling at this time, but we are eager to get this into Wor-

ship again 

e. Other groups update:  Added groups kicking off now:  WELCA, HS Faith Formation, 

Council will adjust a start date due to the ending of our book, Confirmation re-

treats 

f. Campfire at Suzi McInnis’ home (2681 Duncan Rd, Bloomer) on September 21 

                           i. Mission Moment to announce it Wed Sept 4 (Lydia), Sun Sept 8 (Suzi) 

                           ii. Another Mission Moment after it, hopefully from a non-FIN member 

                           iii. PM to announce on FB and create an event 

2. One-on-One’s 

a. Keep trying to have one or two between each FIN meeting 

3. Neighborhood walks 

a. Observation Had:   

b. Walk/Drive on Sunday, September 22 after church 

                            i. Lydia submitted info to Victoria 

4. Information Days – September 11 & September 15. Council would like for us to put a table/

station for church members to learn about FIN and what we do.  Is this something we can 

commit to?  Can we utilize next FIN meeting to begin to put this together??? 

a. Pastor to check with Jill to see if she could man the Wednesday evening table spon-

soring FIN 

b. Pastor has some brochures to copy.   

c. Lydia will put together display communicating the fire and walk  

5. Next Meeting is Thursday, September 12, at 7:00 PM at St. John’s.  



  

 
P A G E  1 4  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1403 Newman Street 

Bloomer, WI 54724 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

715-568-5446 

Email:  stjohnsl-secretary@bloomer.net 

Non-Profit Org. 

US Postage Paid 

Permit #15 

Bloomer, WI 

   PASTORAL/ CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

Need a visit? Yearning for Holy Communion?  Have 

a problem? Want to suggest ways we can be of 

more help to you and your family? Feel you’d like 

to pray with someone? 

CALL: Pastor Martin Halom 

Church # 715-568-5446, extension 11 

Home # 715-568-1515 

Cell # 517-505-6509 

Email: pastormartin@bloomer.net 


