Resolution in Support of Creation Care

Whereas Psalm 148 declares: ““Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! *Praise him,
you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! °*Let them praise the name of the Lord, for
he commanded, and they were created,” and calls humans to stand together with all created things to
praise the one who formed us; and

Whereas God has created us and all that exists, given and preserves our bodies and all the necessities
for life [The First Article: On Creation, Luther’s Small Catechism]; and

Whereas the 1993 ELCA Social Statement Caring for Creation: 1ision, Hope, and Justice atfirms that “we
are called to care for the earth as God cares for the earth;” and

Whereas climate research is clear that there has been a rapid rise in the levels of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere, with current levels (<400 ppm) the highest in the past probably 2,000,000 years. This
increase has occurred most rapidly in the past 200 years during the worldwide Industrial Revolution';
therefore, be it

Resolved that the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin shall urge all members to exemplify personal and
institutional care for Creation by practicing energy conservation, purchasing energy efficient items,
investing in renewable energy, and eliminating single-use plastics; and be it further

Resolved that the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin shall encourage all congregations in the synod to
celebrate a four-week Season of Creation in the fall, and the Synod shall provide preaching and
worship resources for this season; and be it further

Resolved that the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin shall provide confirmation curriculum for all
congregations to educate youth on Care for Creation; and be it further

Resolved that the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin shall create a section of the Bishop’s report to collect
information about each congregation’s efforts to care for Creation.

Submitted by the Northwest Synod Environmental [ustice Group, the NW Synod Justice Team, and the NW Synod
Council.

! Data on climate change from NASA: https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/



