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New Sunday morning fellowship hour set to start Sept. 15.  I was recently at a             

conference that challenged us to initiate an experiment in our churches.  Allow me to  

introduce mine. 

 

Lutherans have the reputation for keeping our faith stories to ourselves.  Some of us are 

too nervous.  Some are afraid of offending.  Some donôt feel that they have a story.  

Whatever the reason, we are not known for sharing our faith stories.  So I want to change 

that! 

 

On Sunday mornings, I want to introduce a culture shift at St. Johnôs.  Many worshipers 

leave the sanctuary after the service.  Others stay and catch up with friends in the narthex 

area with a cup of coffee.  Iôd like to invite Sunday worshipers to now come downstairs 

to the dining hall.  You can still have your cup of coffee.  You can still catch up with 

friends.  But when I come downstairs after greeting everyone after church ï get ready!  I 

want to teach you the tools of sharing your faith story.   

 

Each week I will introduce a theme, a question, or a discussion starter that will relate to 

everyone.  As you are gathered around the table, you can then offer how it applies to 

your life.  As an example, possible questions might read, ñWhy are you a Christian?ò  

followed by ñWhy do you go to church?ò   

 

To help set the stage, Iôd love for you to consider donating a treat every now and then.  

Nothing elaborate, just a coffee cake, assorted breads, donuts, or some fruit.  St. Johnôs 

will provide the coffee! 

 

So come on downstairs and hear the stories that this church can provide.  Bring a friend 

to this very informal gathering.  While your children are away growing in their faith, stay 

and grow in your faith!  Even if you donôt have children staying for that time period, 

come anyway!  I know that it will benefit you and therefore it will benefit the family at 

St. Johnôs.   

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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    Pastorõs News 
WEDNESDAYS SET TO EXPERIENCE NEW CHANGE 

 

Bring back the food!  Fall is back and all of the busyness that comes with it.  Wednesdays at St. Johnôs are 

busy too and will now be even busier.  But the busyness will be filled with meaning, not just busyness. 

 

With worship set at 7 pm every week, the hours leading up to it need to be carefully scheduled.  That is why 

we are once again offering a supper from 5-6:15 pm, which will help anyone with busy schedules participate in 

ministry opportunities on Wednesday evening.   

 

Families with children participating in learning or confirmation are encouraged to come early so that you can 

be fed prior to.  A typical Wednesday schedule will look like this: 

 5:00 Supper 

 5:30 Learning opening/announcements with Marla  

 5:45 Children are dismissed to their respective rooms for learning 

 6:45 Learning session ends 

 7:00 Worship 

 

Confirmation will change significantly with this new schedule.  Confirmation families are urged to attend the 

orientation Sept. 11 at 5:30 pm to learn more about the proposed changes. 

 

The meal will have a suggested donation to help pay for the cost of the food.  Because life gets crazy, this is 

but one way St. Johnôs can offer a little bit of grace to your craziness.  Please take advantage of this time and 

letôs see what happens to our church family and our Wednesday night of meaning (and not crazinessé)! 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 Wednesday, September 18, 2013 

  Spaghetti, Garlic Bread, Tossed Salad, Dessert, and Beverage 

 

 

  Wednesday, September 25, 2013 
  Sloppy Joes, Chips, Baked Beans, Dessert, and Beverages 
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   Church News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANTED: Are you gifted in taking pictures?  Do 

you have a digital camera that can send pictures to 

the St. Johnôs office to display on our website/

Facebook/newsletter?  Help us share the story of St. 

Johnôs in this very important means! 

If this is of interest to you, please contact Tracey 

and/or Pastor Martin in the office and let them know 

that youôd be available to help take pictures of our 

ministry.  With a new church directory coming soon, 

nowôs the time to get the footage we need to capture 

the joy of this church family! 

INTRODUCING KIDSô NITE OUT! 

Starting in October, a new ministry opportunity will begin, something 

weôll call Kidsô Nite Out.  This opportunity is primarily intended to 

benefit families with children who are in 5th grade or younger.  On one 

Saturday each month, parents are welcome to come to church with their 

children and drop them off for the evening.  The children will stay under 

supervised care who will   provide supper and activities for the children 

over the course of the evening.   

 

In the meantime, parents will venture out to a local eatery for some 

quality time with other parents.  Parents wonôt have to feed anyone but 

themselves.  They wonôt have to clean up any messes but their own.  

They wonôt even have to prepare the meal or even clean up!   

(But they will have to pay the billé) 

 

Look for specific dates in the October newsletter.  The recommended 

donation for the evening is just $5/child, which will help cover the 

childcare and food costs.  There will be a sign up list the week prior to 

the event so that we know whom to expect and where to make             

reservations.  The evening will start at 5 pm on a Saturday night and will 

likely end between 7-8 pm so that everyone can be well-rested for 

church the next morning! 

Childcare providers needed 

 If you enjoy spending time with 

children ages 5th grade and under, 

consider donating your time to the 

church!  Just one Saturday each 

month for about 3 hours of your 

time.  This will benefit St. Johnôs as 

this young family ministry            

opportunity (see article on Kidsô Nite 

Out) may draw in young families 

and we want to provide them with a 

safe space to drop off their kids.  All 

childcare volunteers over the age of 

18 will need a background check.  

Please contact Pastor Martin if you 

have interest in helping!  

Thank you to all that have donated aluminum 

cans!  We are no longer accepting donations at 

this time.   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8McyXkLWHg2fQM&tbnid=gwadcKI2x_B6sM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-3933.html&ei=BvQcUsiXNaPo2AXYz4DwDA&psig=AFQjCNEaPRxzEwHh2JpGfd3lY3V2n5gdhQ&us
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P A G E  4  
 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking to feature St. Johnôs weddings and baptisms.  Please help us out by sending     

an electronic picture to stjohnsl-secretary@bloomer.net. Thank you! 

Would you like to be a significant part in dreaming the future for our church?  Do you have the 

second Saturday each month available?  If yes, please read further! 

The Northwest Synod of Wisconsin is providing Imagine Together, a monthly opportunity to 

gather with other churches from around the synod to explore how to be the church of today.  

Please read the schedule below to receive further information.  Each Saturdayôs schedule is 

8:30-3:30 and is held at Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church in Chippewa Falls.  If you are inter-

ested and can make most of these sessions, please contact Pastor Martin so that we can get St. 

Johnôs registered for this great opportunity to make our ministry impact more lives! 

 2013 

Sept. 14 Terri Elton, Overview Session 

Oct. 12 Rozella White, A Theology of Accompaniment 

Nov. 9 Colleen Windham-Hughes, In-culture-ating the Gospel 

Dec. 14 Susan Engh, One-to-One Relational Meetings: Six Practical               

    Applications 

2014 

Jan. 11 Jeremy Meyers, Going Public    

Feb. 8 Nate Frambach, Theories of Culture 

Mar. 8 Hans Wiersma, When Necessary Use Words? 

April 12 David Fredrickson, Multiple Missional Strategies 

May 10 David Fredrickson, Multiple Missional Strategies 

 

 


