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B U S I N E S S  N A M E  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community of people united to God  and to each other by 
faith in Jesus Christ, called by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the love of God and the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Love of witness, proclamation, nurture, service, and 
outreach at home and abroad will occur through faithful use of the scriptures, the 
sacraments, and prayer.  We are motivated by our gratitude to God for his abundant gifts of 
forgiveness, life , and salvation. 
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St. John’s Website:  www.Stjohns-bloomer.org  

Like us on Facebook!  St. John's Lutheran Church - Bloomer, WI 

Office number: 715-568-5446 

TRANSPARENCY IS CRITICAL  

TO ANY CHURCH 

Summer months in the church bring annual staff evaluations.  This year, we utilized a new 

format that I found from my recent training entitled, Leading Well.  One of the critical 

questions for our staff is this –  

What are your top five ministry goals for next year? 

I have found that accountability is critical to anyone setting goals, so why not create      

accountability with all of you?!  Here are my responses. 

Develop better relationships with our millennial generation and create opportunities to 

draw them into our active ministry.   

Teach more about what generosity can look like holistically for families and            

individuals without focusing solely on church giving.   

Engage members, particularly newer members, into our family and our ministry      

opportunities. 

Introduce a regular high school ministry, building on the mission trip experience and 

the Luther Park leadership initiative. 

Improve homebound visitation with greater frequency. 

In my evaluation conducted by the church council, we had a meaningful discussion for 

which I am thankful.  We noted how important it will be that I receive help from our     

people to achieve these above goals.  But if we manage to make movement in any of 

them, our church will be better for it.  I keep these goals at the top of my desk to remind 

me what my focus should be on each day that I come to church.  Each day, I should make 

some progress on at least one of the aforementioned goals.  That will be my measuring 

stick. 

If any of you have ideas or questions about how I am spending my time and energy, my 

door is always open.  It’s important to me to be clear with you all so that we can work   

together and make our ministry as effective as possible.  Looking forward to this           

upcoming year! 

Pastor Martin 

http://www.stjohns-bloomer.org/
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY REFLECTIONS 

This month, I’d like to focus on the second resolution of the synod assembly held back in May, which centers 

on compensation and benefits of leadership staff in the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin.  Those affected can 

include Pastors, Associates in Ministry, Deaconesses, Diaconal Ministers, Lay Program Staff, and Support 

Staff.  Here at St. John’s, this conversation centers on my pastoral leadership.  When Martha was employed as 

an Associate in Ministry, she too would have been impacted by this resolution. 

At this year’s assembly, there was a change in wording with regard to this resolution.  It had read: 

Therefore be it resolved that the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin approve the salary guidelines as          

provided in the online preassembly materials. 

The word “guidelines” was amended to “standards” to give the resolution more teeth, if you will.  You may 

wonder how this might impact us at St. John’s.  Ultimately, regardless of the wording, St. John’s always has 

the final say in my salary package.  This happens when the budget is approved at our annual meeting.  My   

interpretation of the amendment at the synod assembly is to give a better sense of what the synod recommends 

for the aforementioned staff people, including pastors, and give it a stronger word for councils and               

congregations to consider.  Ironically, this resolution has actually been entitled, 2017 Minimum Standards for 

Compensation and Benefits, so it linguistically makes more sense! 

A Message from Pastor 

Church News 

HELP AVAILABLE 

Does anyone know somebody that could use some help, fi-

nancial and/or physical, with their home repairs?  This per-

son or persons need to be the home owner living in the 

Bloomer area, NOT a member of St. John’s and unable to 

do the repairs themselves because of financial or physical 

limitations. 

The Social Ministry Committee has received moneys 

through a grant from the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 

ELCA for outreach and evangelism.  The grant, $1000, and 

committee budget money, $500, will be used to supply ma-

terials.  Manpower will be volunteers for the work day that 

will be determined later. 

As a congregation it is important for us to reach out into the 

community. God is always present in our lives, especially in 

times of need.   By helping one family we hope to open 

their eyes to God’s grace. 

Do you know somebody?  Please contact Pastor. 

To celebrate the beginning of a new school 

year, St. John's will be offering a Blessing of the 

Backpacks at the September 7 and 11  services. 

Children of all ages (and parents!) are            

encouraged to bring their backpacks to church 

to receive a special blessing for the new school 

year. We hope to see you there with your      

backpack! 
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August 7 

Which of the following is true according to Luke 12? 

A. Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also 

B. Where your heart is, there your treasure will be also 

C. Where your heart is, there your home will be also 

D. Where your home is, there will I be (with fork in hand!) 

August 14 

The author of Hebrews, our New Testament lesson for today, reminds us that we are “surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses”.  What then, does the author intend to inspire within us because of those witnesses? 

A. Lay aside the burden of sin 

B. Run with perseverance the race that is set within us 

C. Both a and b 

D. Watch your back – everyone is watching! 

August 21 

Today’s gospel lesson reflects on Jesus healing a woman who had been crippled for 18 years.  The leader of 

the synagogue, who witnessed the event, was upset because 

A. Jesus forgave her sins without having the authority to do so 

B. Jesus healed on the Sabbath, thus breaking the commandment 

C. Jesus healed her through touch 

D. Jesus totally cut him off in the middle of his sermon  

August 28 

Jesus once taught that a dinner host should not invite one’s friends or relatives hoping for a returned favor, but 

instead invite the poor, crippled, lame, and blind.  Where was Jesus when he said these words? 

A. The home of a leader of the Pharisees 

B. The hillside just prior to the feeding of the 5,000 

C. The courtyard outside of the synagogue in Capernaum 

D. On the campaign trail 

Bible Basics 
Answers:  Aug. 7-A,; Aug. 14 - C; Aug. 21-B; Aug. 28-A 
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Congratulations to  Alicia Paulson and Matt 

Price on the  recent  Baptism of their daughter 

Brynleigh Rose Price! 

St. John’s Altar Guild is looking for people 

interested in  baking communion bread for the 

first Sunday of each month’s church service.  

This might be a fun project for your family--a 

great way of providing service to your church.  

Copies of the recipe will be posted in the altar 

guild room, and sign-up chart will be posted 

on the bulletin board in the church entrance.  

Thank you for your service to St. John’s! 
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Church News  

Congratulations to Ross & Jessica Waldofski on the recent Baptism of their 

daughter Avery Grace! 

Groups and Committees 

If you have photos of you working or having 

fun,    e-mail them or hand them in to Tracey in 

the office.  Let the congregation see what’s go-

ing on in our church, it’s good to share your 

activities. They will be featured in the slide 

shows sometime during the service.  

Save the Date – October, 16th 

Blessing of the Pets Service 

 

Bring your pets, dogs, cats, rabbits or whatever. They are all 

God’s creatures whom we love and desire God’s blessing. 

More details in the October newsletter. 

THANK YOU...to all those who volunteered 

their time to help deliver Meals On Wheels.  

THANK YOU.. to all the volunteers that helped 

out with Agnes Table.  

 

"Alone we can do so little; Together we can do 

so much."  

~Social Ministry Committee  

Food Pantry- In support of the Food Pantry a special       

offering will be taken September 25th and 28th.   

Thank you,  

St. John's Social Ministry Committee  
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Meeting called to order by President Rod Johnson at 6:33p.m. 

 

Opening devotions: Alice Zinsmaster 

 

Approval of Agenda:  Motion made by Alice Zinsmaster to accept agenda, seconded by Tyler 

Halverson.  Motion carried.   

 

Approval of July 12th minutes: Motion made by Adam Ewings to approve minutes, seconded by Lyn-

ette Pank.  Motion carried. 

 

Council and Congregation comments:  The floors in the church basement look great.   

 

Closed session to discuss Staff Reviews:  Motion made by Ellyn Hudacek for council to move into 

closed session, seconded by Alice Zinsmaster.  Motion carried.  Closed session at 6:45p.m.   

 

Open session of council meeting:  Motion was made by Janice Naset to move out of closed session, 

seconded by Tom Buchner.  Open session at 7:05p.m. 

 

Financial Report:  Motion made by Janice Nasset to accept financial report, seconded by Tom 

Buchner.  Motion carried. 

 

Ministry Committee Reports: 

 

Discipleship Ministry: Work in progress in researching alternative means in giving.  Ministry is also 

researching the possibility of St. John’s hosting a “Financial Stability Program”   

 

Fellowship Ministry: “Luther Exhibition Bus Trip” Saturday, December 10th, 2016. 

 

Social Minitstry:  St. John’s delivered July Meals on Wheels.  St. John’s prepared and served Agnes 

Table on August 4th.   146 meals were served. 

 

Youth/Family Ministry:  Rally Day is scheduled for Wednesday, September 7th.  July 18th meeting dis-

cussed purpose and defined goals of confirmation and how to apply these goals to learning activities. 

 

Pastor’s Report: 

Membership update: Members by baptism-Huck Clements, Emersyn Stout, Miles Seibel.     

Motion made by Tom Buchner to approve membership update, seconded by Alice Zinsmaster.         

Motion carried.   

Visitations-Hospital visits: Art Klingenberg, and visit coverage for Our Savior’s Church.       

Private Pastoral care and Memorial Service (Barry Nimtz) 

Leading Well Retreat- November 15th -18th  in Arizona.   

 

 

 

 

Council Meeting  

     August 9th, 2016  
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Pastor brought to Council –  

Bloomer Police Department request for monetary support for community “Child Safety        

Material.” Adam will take request to Youth/Family Ministry committee.   

Shirley Schmidt monetary donation…Pay off bathroom fund loan-$2,400. 

Purchase an AED (Defibulator and Wall Case)-$1,550.  New refrigerator for dining hall-$700. 

Replace stone in back landscaping with river rock-$1,200.  Tile for Altar Guild room-$300. 

Youth fund-$3,300.  St. John’s Pre-school-$550. 

 

Old Business: 

 Membership review and update: council members reported their updates in regard to list 

provided at July meeting.  Changes will be submitted to Tracey (church secretary) 

 

New Business: 

 Ministry Committees are asked to submit their 2017 budget request by October. 

 Nominating committee is needed for search of nominees for 2017 council board. 

 

Motion made by Nick Zakrzewicz to adjourn meeting, seconded by Alice Zinsmaster.  Motion carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:32p.m.  with the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ led by Pastor Martin. 

 

Pauline Stertz/Secretary 

 

Meeting attended by Pastor Martin, Rod Johnson, Adam Ewings, Tom Buchner, Lynette Pank, Ellyn 

Hudacek, Janice Naset, Tyler Halverson, Phil Skaar, Nick Zakrzewicz, Alice Zinsmaster, Pauline 

Stertz.   

 

Dairy Queen Treats provided by Tom Buchner 

Council Meeting 

Financial Report-2016 

  2015 2016 BUDGET  2016 

Beg. Balance - Jan. 1  $      2,143.00   $      4,401.00    

Income-August  $  143,263.00   $  138,277.00   $  165,992.00  

Expenses-August  $  151,340.00   $  146,319.00   $  165,992.00  

Balance-August $3,219.00  ($3,641.00)   

        

Loan - Security Financial  $    75,754.00   $    71,000.00  General Fund 

Loan - Security Financial 5,000.00   Bathrooms 
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FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULES 

Sunday Faith Formation: 10:15 am-11:15 am 

Growing in God’s Garden: Preschool: Ages 3 (by Sept. 1), 4 & sometimes 5 & 

Kindergarten through 5th Grade 

Wednesday Faith Formation: 5:30 pm-6:30 pm 

Preschool: Ages 3 (by Sept. 1), 4 & sometimes 5 

Growing in God’s Garden Rotation Workshop: Kindergarten through 5th Grade 

Confirmation: 6th, 7th, & 8th Grade 

 

Sr. High Youth: Time, day & place to be announced 

ADULTS AND CHILDREN WELCOME  

Sunday, Sept. 11 @ 10:15 am: Preschool (age 3 by 

Sept. 1), Children & Adults in fellowship area lower 

level 

Wednesday, Sept. 14 @ 5:30 pm: Preschool (age 3 by 

Sept. 1), Children & Adults in fellowship area lower 

level 

 

WEATHER ALERT! 
Summer fun in the sun 

can be harmful to your 

health!  Stay hydrated.  

Don’t forget the          

sunscreen.   

 

4th GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION 

Sun. Sept. 25 @ 9:00 am Worship 

Wed. Sept. 28 @ 6:45 pm Worship 

6th, 7th, & 8th GRADE 

CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION/

REGISTRATION 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 IN DINING HALL 

 

Meal: 4:45-5:30pm 

Parent & Youth Orientation: 5:30 pm 

MEET & GREET 

GOD’S GARDEN 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 

LADIES ARE YOU HUNGERY  

FOR MORE OF GOD? 

PLEASE JOIN US IN THE LIBRARY FOR      

BIBLE STUDY, CONVERSATION &      

FELOWSHIP (including, sweet treats & beverage) 

Fall Session begins on Friday, Sept. 9 at noon. 

Call or email Marla @ 715-568-5446 #12 or        

stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net for more info. 

 

Sr. High Youth and parents, plans are being made for a     

mission trip during summer of 2017. This trip will be 

open to this year’s 8th grade youth through graduating Sr. 

high youth.  

More info concerning place, dates, cost, etc. coming soon. 

Interested in being part of the planning team?  

Contact Marla to volunteer.  

LUTHER PARK BIBLE CAMP 

ANCHORED RECHARGE: GRADES 3-12 

OCTOBER 14-15, NOVEMBER 4-5, 2016 

JANUARY 6-7, MARCH 3-4, 2017 

Cost per participant is $80.00 

Registration info available online or hard copies 

available during parent registration/orientation. 

mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
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 So many things to do and not enough hours in a day to get it done.  Make each day count by running on God’s 

time, sharing time with church family and friends. Building relationships and growing in faith will provide that 

extra support to get through each day. Become involved in Faith Formation for children, youth and adults. This 

years Faith Formation format will be centered around small groups of 6 to 8 with children ages kindergarten 

through 5th grade along with Sr. High youth and adults as Friends in Faith Mentors. Small groups will share 

highs and lows or sads and smiles, read a bible story, discover how the story applies to our lives today, pray 

together and receive a blessing as we go to our homes. Hearts filled with faith & love for children and reading 

bible stories is the basis of this format. Long periods of time spent preparing lessons will be replaced with 

spending time together getting acquainted with God and each other. Benefits will be smiles, hugs, new friends 

and becoming part of the family of God. Please consider being part of this experience as we grow in faith     

together. Contact Marla at 715-568-5446 ext. 12 or stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net for more information or to 

volunteer, Run on God’s time. You’ll be glad you did. Blessings, Marla 

GODSTOCK SR. HIGH YOUTH GATHERING 

Grades 9-12 

When: November 11, 12, 13 

Where: Metropolis Hotel, Eau Claire, WI 

 

 

 

Cost: $85.00 plus room and food 

Wednesday Night Menu 

September 7 

Sloppy joes on bun, salad, chips, relishes, ice cream and     

toppings 

September 14 

Scalloped potatoes and ham, vegetable, salad, and rolls 

September 21 

Chicken and biscuits and salad 

September 28 

Hamburger gravy, mashed potatoes, vegetable, salad, and 

rolls 

VBS 2016 

mailto:stjohnsl-marla@bloomer.net
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